
1 

HARTBEAT 
Hartford’s weekly School Newsletter about the community, 

for the community, published every Friday 

6 February 2026, Issue Number 99 

CANDLEMAS 

Ms Philippou, Assistant Headteacher, writes: On Monday, as 

part of our Candlemas celebrations, it was wonderful to share 

candles with Delamere Church of England Primary School, 

Whitegate Church of England Primary School and Lostock 

Gralam Church of England Primary School. The candles, given 

as gifts, pass on the light and message from scripture, 'I am the 

light of the world.' John 8:12. 

FAMILY NEWS 

Mr Dench, Head of Whitehall Family, writes: This week, all of our Y7 students took part in 

the Big Schools’ Birdwatch, exploring our school site and surrounding fields to identify and 

count the different bird species found here in Hartford. The students showed 

and helped make this valuable experience possible. More information about the Big Schools 

Birdwatch can be found here. 

fantastic enthusiasm throughout the activity - carefully spotting 

birds, listening out for calls, and using identification sheets to help 

recognise different species. It was a great opportunity to develop 

their observation skills, while also raising awareness of local 

wildlife and the importance of protecting our natural 

environment. A special thank you goes to Mr Wootton, Miss 

Roberts and Mr Osborne, who supported our Heads of Family  

*** *** *** 

Mr Perry, Spanish Teacher and Head of Riddings Family, writes: On Tuesday, Y7 and Y8 

students took part in a Spanish translation race after school. It was a tight competition, 

with students having to recall key vocabulary from their lessons without any notes to help 

them. Students even had to use Spanish dictionaries to look up extra challenging new 

vocabulary. After thirty minutes of enthusiastic translation and excellent engagement, our 

winners were…..Whitehall for Y7 and Riddings for Y8!  Congratulations to the winning 

teams and to all the linguists who demonstrated such fantastic effort - excelente!  

https://www.awarenessdays.com/awareness-days-calendar/big-schools-birdwatch/
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HART VALUES 

Miss Thorpe, Head of Hollies, writes: We are excited to be supporting the British Heart 

Foundation next Friday, 13 February, by taking part in ‘Wear It Red Day’. Students are 

invited to add a splash of red to their school uniform by wearing red accessories, to help 

us raise awareness for this important cause. Donations can be made on the day or via 

Scopay. Thank you for joining us in making a difference. We are looking forward to seeing 

lots of red around school! 

YEAR 9 PARENTS’ EVENING 

A reminder that Year 9 Parents’ Evening is taking place next Wednesday, 11 February.  We 

look forward to seeing our Year 9 parents and carers and sharing with you the progress 

that you children are making. 

Mrs Bolster-Woods’ Year 7s: Austin Harris, Jemima Otway, Jack Marshall, Poyraz 

Yurtbilir, Giulia Andreea Burlacu and Oliver Holmes! 

Mr Farrall’s Year 8s: Cara Courtney, William Miller, Elliott Hewitt, Jorja Blake, 

Adam Ziadi, Lou Kristiansen, Harry Houghton and Giorgia Botticchio! 

Miss Gregory’s Year 10s: Connor Goodall, Jasmine Stephens, Will Currie, Caleb 

Graham, Mattis Kennerley, Grace Senior, Rupert Nixon and Ashleigh Hassall! 

Mr Mason’s Year 11s:  Grace Bannister, Finlay Boughey, Nancy Carter, Alex Dean, 

Ruben Ennis, Jamie Hughes, Stylianos Kandyltzoglou, Bethany Knight, Michelle 

Liang, Isaac Maas, Siya Moyo, Charlie Newton and Josephy Osiname! 

Well done everyone! 

Our Heads of Year have highlighted this week’s students who have proudly 

displayed our HART values. Well done to: 

*** *** *** 

A reminder that our annual Parent and Teacher Quiz Night is taking place tonight in 

the main hall, from 6:30pm until 8:30pm.  We look forward to welcoming all of the teams 

who have entered this event, for an evening of fun, friendly competition and great prizes! 

UPCOMING FAMILY EVENTS 

*** *** *** 
Students are invited to sign up for the Family Dance 

Competition taking place on Monday 27 April.  Rehearsals will 

take place every Monday from 3:00pm until 4:00pm, with teams of 

6 welcome across all year groups.  The sign up sheet is in the 

Dance Studio. 
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Miss Haughton, Head of Performing Arts, writes: This week I would like to congratulate 

Alex Leicester and Thomas Taylor as actors of the week, Ellie Gatrell as dancer of the 

week and Annika Holmes as musician of the week. Well done for your continuous 

dedication, effort and work ethic in the Performing Arts! 

Mrs Sutliffe writes: Our Key Stage 3 THRIVE students have been working exceptionally 

hard during lessons. This half term they have consistently demonstrated dedication to their 

learning and embody our school values in every session. Their achievements in both Maths 

and English have been particularly impressive, with excellent effort and high‑quality work 

on display. A huge well done to all our KS3 THRIVE students - keep up the fantastic work! 

NETBALL 

PERFORMING ARTS 

THRIVE 

result has secured us a well-deserved place in the semi-final of the competition. A massive 

well done to all students involved, and a special mention to Emily Crowder for being named 

Player of the Match! 

Miss Thorpe, Teacher of PE, writes: On Tuesday evening, 

our U15 netball team travelled to Blessed Thomas Holford 

Catholic College to play the next round of the Sisters in 

Sport National Netball Tournament. The students played 

outstandingly, getting off to a very strong start in the first 

quarter. They maintained this lead until the end, finishing 

with a fantastic 38–18 victory for Hartford. This brilliant  

CRAFT CLUB 

Ms Daniels, Y6 Transition Lead, writes: In Craft club this week, we decorated biscuits for 

Valentines Day and made our own gift tags. It was a lovely Valentines event with icing, 

sprinkles, haribo hearts and pink shimmer spray! If students would like to be part of craft 

club, they should come and see me to sign up early, as it does get booked up. There are a 

few spaces left for after half term, when we will be making something for Mothering 

Sunday. 
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DUKE OF EDINBURGH  

SEND PARENT CARER FORUM 

Finally, a reminder that we are hosting another Parent Carer Forum (PCF) for parents and 

carers of students with SEND on Tuesday 24 February, 3:15pm to 5.15pm.  All parents 

and carers are welcome to join us.  We look forward to seeing you there! 

DESIGN TECHNOLOGY (DT) CLUB 

A DT Club will be starting after half term on Thursdays, from 3:00pm to 4:00pm. This club 

will be open to Years 8 and 9. There are limited spaces available (15), so students will need 

to sign up with Mrs Battisson-Howard quickly (Room A3, Art Block). The club will 

undertake a series of projects using different materials and design processes, including 

Acrylic Keyrings (design and make an acrylic keyring using 2d Design and the Laser 

Cutter), Botblocks (design and build a timber robot) and building a bionic hand model. This 

is a great opportunity for students to develop their creative design skills using a range of 

materials and techniques - so make sure you sign up as soon as possible! 

We are incredibly proud to celebrate the latest group of 

students who have successfully completed their DofE 

Bronze Award - a fantastic achievement that reflects hard 

work, determination, teamwork, and a whole lot of 

resilience! 

Over the past months, these students have volunteered 

their time, developed new skills, grown stronger through 

their physical activities, and pushed themselves during their expedition, tackling challenges 

with enthusiasm (and often muddy boots!). Whether they were helping their local 

community, learning something completely new, or navigating the countryside with heavy 

rucksacks and even heavier rainclouds, each participant showed real commitment and 

character. 

Their achievement isn’t just about completing sections - it’s about the confidence they’ve 

built, the friendships they’ve strengthened, and the memories they’ve made along the way. 

This group has shown exactly what the DofE spirit is all about: perseverance, courage, and 

a willingness to step outside their comfort zone. 

And the adventure doesn’t stop here! With Bronze now shining brightly beside their 

names, many of these students are already gearing up for the Silver Award - a new 

challenge, a deeper journey, and an even bigger opportunity to grow. We can’t wait to see 

them take on tougher expeditions, explore new passions, and continue making a positive 

difference.  

Well done to all our Bronze Award achievers - your school is incredibly proud of you. 

Bring on Silver! 


