
1 

HARTBEAT 
Hartford’s weekly School Newsletter about the community, 

for the community, published every Friday 

16 January 2026, Issue Number 96 

GREETING FROM THE HEAD 

The Heads of Family have been extremely busy planning various competitions which will 

take place this term, details of which can be found below. As always, they encourage all 

students to get involved, have fun and earn some points for their Families! 

The Year 11 Mocks started on Monday and will continue over the course of the next two 

weeks.  It has been wonderful to see the mature manner in which our Year 11 students 

have approached the Mocks, which will greatly prepare them for their final exams in the 

summer.  Students will also get a taste of what to expect on results day, when they receive 

their Mock results on the afternoon of Wednesday 25 February.  Year 11 parents and 

carers will have the opportunity to discuss the Mock results later the same evening, at the 

Year 11 Parents’ Evening, details of which will be sent out in due course.  I am very proud 

of our students here at Hartford Church of England High School and I continue to wish all 

of our Year 11 students the very best in their Mocks - keep up the hard work everyone! 

FAMILY NEWS 

FAMILY YEAR 7 MIXED NETBALL COMPETITON 

Our first official Family Competition of 2026 will be a Year 7 Mixed Netball Tournament, 

taking place on Thursday 22 January at 3:00pm.  Year 7 students can sign-up to enter this 

competition using the sign-up sheet which can be found outside the PE changing rooms. 
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Students are invited to submit one piece of personal artwork for 

our annual Family Art Competition by Friday 23 January.   

Mrs Bolster-Woods’ Year 7s: Darcy Sutton, Wyatt Sugarman, Mila Wong, Dylan 

Jones, Haley Bonzo, Dom Wicksted, Salma Abdelaty and Raylen Pratt!   

Mr Farrall’s Year 8s: Mercy Mlambo, Thomas Dutton-Prokop, Bradley Lawrence, 

Abbie Ingle, Samuel Holt,  Hester Trevor, Lilly-Marie Clarke and Sienna Cross-

Williams! 

Mr Merryweather’s Year 9s: Charlie Heaton, Penny Williams, Rhys Mannion, 

Chloe Newton, Thomas Harte and Zdenka Swanepeol ! 

Miss Gregory’s Year 10s: Evie Wright, Lillie Davies, Ellie-Rose Porter, Ruben 

Owen, Yadigar Utus, Lily Hunter, Maja Golda and Evie Peake ! 

Well done everyone! 

Our Heads of Year have highlighted this week’s students who have proudly 

displayed our HART values. Well done to: 

HART VALUES 

FAMILY ART COMPETITION 

Work can be A3 or A4 and can be in any medium - painting, drawing, sculpture, collage or 

mixed media.  The theme of the work is up to you.  If you are passionate about drawing 

animals, faces, people, buildings, abstract work or want to express the beauty of nature, 

you can submit work around a theme you love! Paper can be collected from the Art 

Department.  Art work entries need to be submitted to Miss Sadler by Friday 23 January 

with your name of the back.  Good luck! 

FAMILY FITNESS GYM CHALLENGE 

The Family Fitness Gym Challenge is being led by Mr Jones and will take place on Thursday 

29 January at 3:00pm.  The Challenge is open to all students and there will be 2 winners 

per year group.  You have to be in it to win it - so make sure you get involved! 

FAMILY BUNTING COMPETITION 

Inspired by World Religion Day, students are invited to design a piece of bunting which 

represents one or more of the following: religion in the UK, religious beliefs, teachings or 

practices, the importance of interfaith understanding, social harmony, respect and/or 

shared spiritual values.  Templates can be collected from your RE class teacher.  Entries 

should be submitted to Miss Hayward in RE1 by Friday 30 January. 
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Mr Mason, Head of Year 11, writes: This week I would like to praise the entire year group 

for the way they have approached the Mock exams and for their conduct and readiness 

whilst sitting the actual exams. I appreciate that it can be a stressful time for our students, 

but I have been impressed by their resilience and diligence and I can see a big upturn in this 

since the last set of mock exams. I would like to take this opportunity to wish the year 

group all the best for their remaining exams - keep going Year 11!  

 

BUSINESS STUDIES 

Mrs Sutcliffe, Cover Supervisor, writes: Year 10 Business Studies students have returned 

after the Christmas break with an impressive level of focus and enthusiasm. They are fully 

engaged in lessons and demonstrating a real willingness to work hard and absorb new 

information. This positive attitude has clearly paid off, as shown by their strong 

performance in the recent assessment. Their commitment to learning is setting a fantastic 

tone for the term ahead. Well done Year 10!  

CAREERS 

Ms Philippou, Assistant Headteacher - Lead for Educational Partnerships, writes:  We had 

the privilege of welcoming Madeleine from Cambridge University into school today to talk 

to all our students about University life and Cambridge 

University. Madeline then gave an interesting Key Stage 4 

workshop, asking questions such as: Do prisons work? Can 

we trust history books? As always, our students engaged 

brilliantly and were involved in some really interesting 

conversations.  Well done everyone and thank you Madeline! 

Mr Dench, Teacher of Physical Education, writes:  On 

Thursday 15 January we took a Year 7 indoor football team 

to Rudheath to take part in a tournament.  Hartford won 

the competition through brilliant goals from Oliver 

McGahern and Jake Iamkamphaeng, progressing into the 

Cheshire finals. Well done everyone! 

Miss Haughton, Head of Performing Arts, writes: This week I would like to congratulate 

Piper Weston as actor of the week, Eden Greatrex for dancer of the week and Rohan 

Parry Towers for musician of the week. Well done for your continuous dedication, effort 

and work ethic in the Performing Arts! 

PERFORMING ARTS 

YEAR 7 FOOTBALL 

YEAR 11 MOCKS 
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Our assemblies at the start of this calendar year have focused on our theologically rooted 

vision for the school.  This is the piece of scripture from the bible that our mission 

statement and values emanate from.  In Colossians 3 v 11b-17, Paul writes to the 

Colossians about being citizens of God’s chosen king, Jesus. Paul sets out a vision of a 

community that is radically generous, diligent, inclusive, and thankful. Our school 

community is shaped by this vision as we seek to live out our school values (HART) 

rooted and built up in Christ’s “caritas” (love) and “veritas” (truth).  Our vision was no 

more evident than on the final day of last term when we lit candles to remember people in 

our community and the wider world.  In particular, our thoughts turned to those for 

whom Christmas would be different, those who were struggling, those who had been 

bereaved and those who were poorly.  The entire school fell silent as we thought of 

others - a truly special moment!  On this day, as on all days,  I was extremely proud to be 

the school's Headteacher.  Have a lovely weekend everyone,  Rachel Pickerill. 

AND FINALLY... 

A reminder that we are hosting our first ever Careers Fair in school on Thursday 22 

January.  Employers from a multitude of business sectors will be attending this event, to 

provide careers advice to our students and offer post-16 guidance, as well as possible work 

SUPPORT FOR FAMILIES 

Please click this link if you wish to access the Local Authority Early Help Navigator 

Service.  This service offers low level support to local families by signposting them to local 

and national services that are available within the community. This could be anything from 

parenting, finance, debt, housing, mental health, domestic abuse, SEND etc. They are part 

of the Early Help and Prevention Team for Cheshire West and Chester. They are 

currently based within local communities, and hold drop-in sessions where appointments 

are not necessary. There are also opportunities for appointments once families self-refer.   

Various local colleges are also hosting stalls at the event and will be on hand to provide 

advice and guidance.  The Careers Fair will start at 3:30pm, with the last admission at 

5:00pm.  It is open to students from all year groups, as well at their parents and carers.  If 

you and/or your child will be attending the Careers Fair, please could you let us know by 

completing this form as soon as possible: Careers Fair 22nd January – Fill in form.  We 

look forward to seeing you there!  

apprenticeship opportunities.  We are looking 

forward to welcoming all of the employers who 

have kindly agreed to attend, including 

representatives from Airbus, Jet2, the Army, the 

Police, the engineering sector and Pauline Quirk 

Academy, to name but a few!   

CAREERS FAIR 

https://www.livewell.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/services/5751
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=sS-hGWBFSEqyjCrSX6WrE-_6Ds2BHD1Di5MWU6Ig_jVURTc5Q09NVUM2WjlFNUpRRDRDMTVBUTI3MS4u&route=shorturl

