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GREETING FROMTHE HEAD

Happy New Year all and what a return back to school we
have had this week! On Monday, | had to make the
extremely difficult decision for the school to remain closed
due to the icy weather conditions. The safeguarding of HARTFORD
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students and staff is always my top priority and | am very
appreciative of the understanding shown by our school
community upon notification of the decision made. It was

wonderful to welcome our students and staff back to school

on Tuesday, when we were able to re-open. Once again, my huge thanks go to the
Estates Team, who worked tirelessly to ensure the school site was safe for everyone to
return. We have another busy term ahead, starting with the Y11 Mock Exams, which start
on Monday. Good luck Y11 and welcome back everyone!

FAMILY NEWS

Riddings

There was a huge shake up of the Family leadership board at
the whole school assembly on the last day of term, after the
additional Family points were added for best behaviour and
Whitehall Hollies attendance during the Autum Term. The enthusiasm of all the
567 610 students and staff during the Feliz Navidad singing competition

P .
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Hollies took it to another

level, raising the roof with their voices and ultimately taking
the lead! Our Heads of Family are busy planning lots more
competitions for this term. Details of the Family Art
Competition can be found of page 4 of this Newsletter.
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HART VALUES

Mrs Bolster-Woods, Head of Year 7, writes: Well done Year 7 for a fantastic start back
after the Christmas break. | was really impressed with Miss McPhee's form and their
positive attitude towards PSHCE this week.

Our other Heads of Year have highlighted this week’s students who have proudly

displayed our HART values. Well done to: HI;.!Y
Mr Farrall’s Year 8s: Ella Brown, Keira Gauterin, Aleyna Ozkara, Mason Gocmen,
Scarlett White, Oscar Cross, Max Moriarty and Logan Curbishley! A

ACHIEVING
"o

Mr Merryweather’s Year 9s: Issac Sun, Mia Kent, Harry Monks, Oliver Shaw and
Ellie Harradine!

Miss Gregory’s Year |0s: Harry Wright, Tom Rawlings, Ethan Ashbrook, Tyler
Kilcross, Harrison Buckley, Destiney Street, Lewis Kerr and Jessica Hendy!

Mr Mason’s Year | Is: Oliver Butkowski, Dylan Coventry, Maisie-Leigh Barlow,
Archie Barnett, Rafida Ali, Samuel Ashley, Finlay Boughey and Alex Dean!

Well done everyone!

Mr Mason, Head of Year ||, writes: Congratulations to the winners of the Year || revision
raffle draw: Charlotte Frizzelle, Holly Newton and Pippa Faulkner!

CAREERS

Ms Philippou, Assistant Headteacher - Lead for Educational Partnerships, writes: On
Thursday, our Y9 students attended a careers talk in school, which we arranged with

external speakers. Thomas Langley outlined the post-16
courses available at Cheshire College South and West. Nina
Martin (a former student) spoke about her experience at the
Royal Welsh College of Music and Drama and Rob Garner
from Chesire West and Chester Council talked about life
post-16. The session was extremely informative and well

received by our Y9 students, who were impeccably behaved as they listened attentively to
each of the speakers. Well done Y9 and a massive thank you to Thomas, Nina and Rob!

Years 7, 8 and 9 also embarked on their careers journey in their PSHCE session this
week, which covered Understanding Careers in Year 7, Careers and the Future in Year 8
and in Year 9, Exploring Educational Pathways. Next week we have an outreach advisor
joining us from Cambridge University who will be speaking to all our year groups.
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CAREERS

Nina Martin from the Royal Welsh College of Music and
Drama was back in school again today, speaking to
perspective artists and musicians from amongst our student
body about post-18 courses. Whilst in school, Nina also
critiqued our Year 10 BTEC performers, providing the

students with invaluable feedback. Thank you Nina!

CAREERS FAIR

On Thursday 22 January, we are hosting our first ever Careers Fair in school. Employers
from a multitude of business sectors will be attending this event, to provide careers advice
to our students and offer post-16 guidance, as well as possible work experience and

apprenticeship opportunities. We are looking
forward to welcoming all of the employers who
have kindly agreed to attend, including
representatives from Airbus, Jet2, the Army, the
Police, the engineering sector and Pauline Quirk

B2
FAiR Academy, to name but a few!

Various local colleges are also hosting stalls at the event and will be on hand to provide

advice and guidance. The Careers Fair will start at 3:30pm, with the last admission at
5:00pm. It is open to students from all year groups, as well at their parents and carers. If
you and/or your child will be attending the Careers Fair, please could you let us know by
completing this form as soon as possible: Careers Fair 22nd January — Fill in form. We

look forward to seeing you there!

PERFORMING ARTS

Miss Haughton, Head of Performing Arts, writes: This week we would like to congratulate
Bea Austin and Oliver Maddock as actors of the week, Jessica Cox for dancer of the week
and Tiana Lawton for musician of the week. Well done for your continuous dedication,
effort and work ethic in the Performing Arts!

ART CLUB

Miss Hughes, Art Teacher, writes: The Art department are excited to launch a brand-new
Y8 and Y9 Art Club, where students will work on a creative project celebrating our
school values: Happy, Achieving, Ready, Together. Everyone involved will contribute by
producing their own individual work on canvas, which will be included in our end of year
Art Exhibition and later displayed around our school campus. This is a great opportunity
for students to develop their creativity, make new friends and take pride in contributing
to a meaningful whole-school art project.

Art Club will run every Monday, beginning 19 January, from 3:00pm — 4:00pm.
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https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=sS-hGWBFSEqyjCrSX6WrE-_6Ds2BHD1Di5MWU6Ig_jVURTc5Q09NVUM2WjlFNUpRRDRDMTVBUTI3MS4u&route=shorturl

FAMILY ART COMPETITION 2026

D

Calling all budding artists, designers and makers. This is a chance

to win points for your Family!

Students are invited to submit one piece of personal artwork for our annual Art
competition. Work can be A3 or A4 and can be in any medium - painting, drawing,
sculpture, collage or mixed media. The theme of the work is up to you. If you are
passionate about drawing animals, faces, people, buildings, abstract work or want to
express the beauty of nature, you can submit work around a theme you love!

Paper can be collected from the Art Department. The work will need to be submitted to
Miss Sadler by Friday 23 January with your name of the back. Good luck!

CHESHIRE WEST YOUNG MUSICIAN OF THE YEAR 2026

This competition will take place at St John’s Church Centre in Hartford on the morning of
Saturday 7 March. It is open to all students who attend schools within Cheshire West.
There are categories for both instrumental and vocal within each age group and cash
bursaries are on offer for Ist, 2nd and 3rd placed performers in each. The deadline to
enter the competition is Friday |13 February. More details can be found here!

SCOPAY ORDERS

A reminder that any items ordered for students through Scopay can be collected from the
Student Reception. Items available to order include school ties, PE socks, revision guides

and materials, calculators and geometry sets.

SUPPORT FOR FAMILIES

Please click this link if you wish to access the Local Authority Early Help Navigator
Service. This service offers low level support to local families by signposting them to local
and national services that are available within the community. This could be anything from
parenting, finance, debt, housing, mental health, domestic abuse, SEND etc. They are part
of the Early Help and Prevention Team for Cheshire West and Chester. They are
currently based within local communities, and hold drop-in sessions where appointments
are not necessary. There are also opportunities for appointments once families self-refer.

AND FINALLY...

At the end of last term, we bid farewell to Anna Kennerley (ICT Technician) and Darren
Prest (Caretaker), wishing them both all the best for the future. This term, we welcome
Katie Booth (Assistant Headteacher and Strategic Lead for Science), Matt Wheel (Science
Teacher and Whole School Key Stage 3 Progress Lead) and James Little (Caretaker).
Welcome to all three new colleagues!

Have a lovely weekend everyone, Rachel Pickerill.
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https://www.lovemusictrust.com/parents-and-pupils/young-musician-of-the-year-competition/cheshire-west-young-musician-of-the-year-2026
https://www.livewell.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/services/5751

