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GREETING FROM THE HEAD 

FAMILY NEWS 

Miss Gregory, Head of Beeches, writes:  Last week we had our fabulous Family Y7 Maths 

Competition run by Mr McVeigh and more points were added to the leaderboard. In 4th 

place was Beeches, 3rd place was Hollies, 2nd place was Riddings and taking the win this 

year was... Whitehall. Well done to all 27 students who took part! 

Miss Thorpe, Head of Hollies, writes: Miss Hayward has been leading a fantastic Interfaith 

Poetry Competition over the past few weeks, encouraging students to get creative with the 

theme “Community: Together We Serve.” We received some truly outstanding entries, 

with students reflecting beautifully on what community means within our school and how it 

links to our values. We are thrilled to announce that 1st place was awarded to Jasmine 

Stephens (Y10) for her excellently written and thoughtful piece. 2nd place went to Millie 

Davenport and Imogen Jump (Y11), who produced a powerful joint poem, and 3rd place was 

awarded to Brooke Bristow (Y7) for her impressive contribution. It was wonderful to see 

students from across all year groups getting involved and showcasing such creativity and 

talent. Well done to everyone who took part! 

I am delighted to report that our very own Miss Hayward, Director of RE, PSHCE and RSE 

at Hartford Church of England High School, attended a seminar at the House of Lords last 

week to have a say on the future of the RE curriculum in the UK.  For more information, I 

attach a link to the Church Times news article.  Well done Miss Hayward! 

https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2025/21-november/news/uk/new-resources-help-students-to-speak-freely-about-religious-beliefs-lords-seminar-hears
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Congratulations this week go to Lucas Evetts (Y10) - Having achieved his Black Belt in 

karate last year, Lucas has now gone on to win 2nd place in the Welsh Open Karate 

Championships for Kumite in his age section for the second year running, as well as third 

place in Kata. Well done Lucas! 

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS 

Miss Gregory also writes: The Family Christmas themed events start next week, with the 

Christmas Tree Decorating competition on Monday 1 December and the Y7 student and 

staff bake off on Tuesday 2 December straight after school!  We can't wait for the 

Christmas fun festivities to begin! 

*** *** *** 
Mr Perry, Head of Riddings, writes: Students who have 

signed up for our first Elf Run event taking place on 

Thursday 11 December have now been given their 

sponsorship packs. We are encouraging students to aim 

to raise a minimum of £5, with all proceeds going to one 

of our Family charities: St. Luke's Hospice. Cash can be 

put inside the envelope and brought to the school on the  

day of the event and handed to the Heads of Family. If students lose their given envelope, 

then any envelope will suffice to bring in with their donations. All students will receive an 

elf hat and some porridge 'elf fuel' at the event too. Families will also have the option to 

make donations via Scopay from next week.  

We are sure it is going to be a magical event full of festive fun - let's try to raise as much 

money as we can for this amazing cause!  

Mrs Bolster-Woods’ Year 7s: Charlie Thomas, James Merriman, James White, Elsie 

Longster, Victoria Kapczynska, Owen Williams, Emily Cawley and Kenny Brennan!  

Mr Farrall’s Year 8s: Gulsimay Yildiz, Harrison Jones, Isla Gilgrass, Joshua Norman, 

Harry Hinks, Kira McIntyre and Olivia Porter! 

Mr Merryweather’s Year 9s: Annabelle Garner, Grace Kelsall, Sebastian Ashcroft, 

Freddie Garrick, Owen Stephens, Mason Davies and Mia Ball! 

Mr Skilbeck’s Year 10s: Harvey Brown and Jasmine Lewis! 

Mr Mason’s Year 11s:  Jacob Harrison, Jamie Hughes, Alex Dean, Will Holland, 

Arlo Gent, Macey Hughes, Skye Faloona, Miley Kelly and Jasmine Sheller! 

Well done everyone! 

Our Heads of Year have highlighted this week’s students who have proudly 

displayed our HART values. Well done to: 

HART VALUES 
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Mrs Jones, Baking Club Lead, writes: At baking club, Y7s have been making pork and apple 

sausage rolls. Very yummy! 

A special mention this week for Mason Brett-Matthews, who has excelled and exceeded 

expectations in his reintegration back into mainstream learning.  Mr Sutton, Pastoral 

Teaching Assistant - THRIVE, writes:  Mason has shown great enthusiasm in engaging with 

all of his lessons, consistently demonstrating a positive attitude towards his work. Equally 

impressive has been the way he has fit in so well and quickly with his classmates, 

contributing to a supportive and friendly classroom environment. His progress is a credit 

to his determination and the encouragement of those around him.  Well done Mason! 

THRIVE 

*** *** *** 

EXTRACURRICULAR CLUBS 

On Tuesday, our Y8 boys’ football team secured an 

exciting 4–3 victory against The Grange. After going 

into half-time 1–0 down, the team showed real 

determination to turn the game around, with goals 

from Connor Ellis-Toon, Isaac Williams, and a stunning 

30-yard free kick from Max Roberts!  Well done all! 

Congratulations also go to Eloise Davies (Y9) on her recent cross-

country achievement. Eloise was invited to represent Cheshire at the 

Inter-County Dave Sunderland Trophy Meeting last weekend at Himley 

Hall in the West Midlands. Only 15 athletes from each county were 

selected to compete in each year group, making it a significant honour 

to be chosen. Eloise ran brilliantly, achieving a new personal best of 11 

minutes 37 seconds, and her Cheshire team (from Years 8 and 9) 

finished second out of nine counties. Well done Eloise! 
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As you can see from this week’s newsletter, there are lots of Christmas themed events 

coming up over the course of the next few weeks.  A full calendar of these events is 

attached and we very much look forward to everyone getting involved and celebrating 

the festive period with you all!  Don’t forget that school is closed tomorrow, so that all 

students and staff can enjoy a special day off. 

Have a peaceful and relaxing long weekend, 

Rachel Pickerill 

AND FINALLY... 

Hartford’s Christmas Fayre is taking place this Saturday, 29 November, from 

11am to 3pm at St John’s Church and the Church Centre. Entrance to the 

Fayre is free. Browse unique Christmas gifts, enjoy live music and 

performances, and buy hot food and sweet treats. Best of all... little ones can 

meet Santa Claus for free in his Grotto! Go to hartfordparishcouncil.org.uk 

for further information. 

HARTFORD CHRISTMAS FAYRE 

Advanced Notice: Our Carol Service taking place on 

Wednesday 17 December at 6:30pm at St John’s Church in 

Hartford.  Everyone is welcome! 

FAMILY CHRISTMAS HAMPERS - DONATIONS. The PTA are running a Christmas Raffle 

and creating four festive hampers - one for each Family group. From Monday 24 November 

to Wednesday 10 December - and we’d love your support through donations. Get creative! 

Popular items include chocolate, sweet treats, stationery, seasonal gifts, and pamper 

products. (Please note we cannot accept alcohol.) Students can hand donations to their 

form tutor, and parents can drop donations off at reception. 

PTA 

CHRISTMAS HAMPERS – RAFFLE TICKETS. Raffle tickets are now on sale via Scopay - £1 

for a strip of five.  Students can also buy paper tickets in school, and both students and 

parents can pick them up at school events in the run-up to Christmas, just 20p each or £1 

for a strip of five. 

Mrs Pickerill will draw the winners on Monday 15 December, and hampers can 

be collected from the school office on the final day of term. For more 

information, contact the PTA at pta@hartfordcehighpta.co.uk. Thank you! 

CAROL SERVICE 

https://hartfordparishcouncil.org.uk/

