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GREETING FROM THE HEAD 

FAMILY NEWS 

Today, our students have enjoyed a day off at the mid-way point 

of the half term.  Our staff have been undertaking continuous 

professional development, but they did have time to raise money 

for Macmillan by taking part in our coffee morning.  The Year 8 

baking club got us in the mood for cake earlier in the week, when 

they made cinnamon buns, which I am told were fantastic!! 

Mr Dench, Head of Whitehall Family, writes:  We are excited to be running a wide range of 

events and competitions this year, giving every student the chance to represent their family 

and earn points. We have been listening to ideas from both students and staff to make sure 

there is something for everyone to enjoy. Keep an eye on the Hartford social media pages 

and the school noticeboard in the science canteen for updates on upcoming events - and do 

not miss your chance to get involved!   

This week I have been accompanied by the Lead Family Prefect for Whitehall, Yzabelle 

Thompson, to promote some of our upcoming events as well getting to know some of our 

new Whitehall members in Year 7. Here is what she had to say: 

On Monday morning during form time I was lucky enough to meet our amazing new Year 7s in the 

Whitehall Family. I was greeted by warm smiles and a few waves as I introduced myself as the 

Whitehall Family Prefect. We asked two questions to the Year 7 forms, starting with “How are you 

finding life at Hartford High School?” There were some great responses, such as "I like the amount 

of support, especially from the teachers" from Michael , as well as Emilia who said she "likes our 

amazing site with all of our facilities", followed by Lilli who said it is "like a fun game of hide and 

seek". Lastly, we asked the Year 7s "Do they have any hidden talents?". In response we got a large 

variety of different talents with some of my favourites being “able to name lots of different cars” 

from Joey, Michael who is "good at playing the guitar" and lastly Oscar who can "name many 

countries" which will come in handy for the upcoming Geography challenge, earning points for 

Whitehall to send us flying into the lead. I am glad I got the opportunity to meet everyone and hope 

we can all participate in as many challenges as possible to give Whitehall the win we deserve! 
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On Thursday we were joined by the Curate of Hartford St. John's, James Doo, who 

conducted a wonderful service for students on the theme of Togetherness and Charity. 

This was the first service where we were joined by our new Worship Band, who provided 

accompaniment for our hymns Amazing Grace and Jesus, Strong and Kind. Mr J Thompson 

has done a fantastic job of working with the band and we are looking forward to their next 

performances. The service provided us all with an opportunity for reflection and calm as 

we ended the week together. 

SCENE SETTING EVENTS - THANK YOU FOR JOINING US! 

A massive thank you to everyone who supported the Macmillan 

events held in school this week, raising money for a very important 

cause which is close to many of our hearts! 

TOGETHERNESS CHURCH SERVICE 

We are very grateful for your ongoing partnership. Together, we can help every student 

reach their full potential and grow into confident, capable individuals guided by love and truth. 

Miss Cork, English Teacher, writes:  On Wednesday we took nearly 200 pupils from Years 

10 and 11 to The Grange Theatre to watch Shakespeare's Macbeth. The performance was 

gripping, loud, and in parts, pretty scary! Some students had Lady Macbeth staring into 

their souls, Banquo's Ghost sitting beside them, and Macbeth himself roaring in their faces! 

It was great so see so many pupils experiencing live theatre while preparing for their 

English Literature GCSE. Well done for the fantastic behaviour and etiquette shown by all 

the students who attended.  

Thank you to all the parents and carers who joined us for our Scene Setting events this 

week, where we outlined our vision, values, and priorities for the year ahead, as well as 

ways you can support your child’s learning and development.  We hope you found the  

information and accompanying pack helpful! For any families unable 

to attend, Scene Setting packs will be distributed to students in 

tutor time next week, so they can take them home. We are also 

working to make key information from the presentations available 

on our school website, giving parents and carers easy access to 

support throughout the year.  

MACBETH TRIP 

MACMILLAN CANCER SUPPORT 
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Year 7 boys recently travelled to Middlewich High School for a festival of football. They 

finished undefeated, winning 5 games and drawing 1, with only 1 goal conceded the entire 

tournament. Mr Dench and Mr Hardwick were very impressed! 

Mrs Bolster-Wood’s Year 7s: James Smith, Nathaniel Hughes, Lola Ball, Franklin 

Ravenscroft, Melody Wong, Rohan Cox, Jack Harrdine and Alexander Pullin! 

Mr Farrall’s Year 8s: Jake Turpin, William Miller, Matilda Lloyd, Giorgia Botticchio, 

Ellie Hogben, Daisy Rowlands, Daisy Faloona and Sebastian Halford-Maw! 

Mr Merryweather’s Year 9s: Grace Smith, Christian Donald, Allegra Iskandarani, 

Leo Ebbs, Rohan Parry-Towers, Molly Hughes and Issac Sun! 

Mr Skilbeck’s Year 10s: Ella Cartwright, Tabby Courtney, Emilia Ruddick, Leo 

Fowler, Lily-Rose Palmer, Rhiley Mottershaw, Lily-Mae Pearson, Lydia Mason and 

Grace Wakefield!    Keep up the excellent work! 

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS 

Our Heads of Year have highlighted this week’s students who have proudly 

displayed our HART values. Well done to: 

HART VALUES 

 

 

We are delighted to share the success of four of our students for achieving 

Grades 2 and 3 in their LAMDA SOLO ACTING exam with distinction.  

Well done Ellie, Troy, Jake and Josie! 

Miss Thorpe, PE Teacher, writes: On Tuesday night, our Year 7 netball team travelled to St 

Nicholas High School to play our first netball festival of the year! It was fantastic to see our 

new pupils showcase their skills while playing against a number of different teams from the 

local area. We are very excited to watch these pupils develop over the next five years. 

If you are interested in joining netball, don’t worry if you are completely new to the sport! 

Come along to the Year 7-only night every Tuesday from 3:00 pm to 4:00 pm after school – 

everyone is welcome. 

Mr Mason, Head of Year 11, writes: There are too many to list, but I was overjoyed by how 

well all our student’s who attended the Macbeth trip this week conducted themselves in the 

community and at the theatre. The students were outstanding.  During the interval and after 

wards I overheard several conversations about the impact of the performance and how it 

had enhanced their understanding of the play. Two of my great passions - Theatre and Year 

11- it was wonderful to behold!  Well done! 

Year 8 Boys travelled to Winsford Academy this Tuesday for a festival of football. They 

played some fantastic football, scoring some brilliant goals and managing to keep a clean 

sheet throughout the tournament, an achievement goalkeeper Oliver was especially pleased 

about. Well done to Louis, Harry, Connor, Isaac, Alfie, Oliver, Elliot, Max and Logan! 
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Pictured to the right are Mrs Bolster-Woods (Head of Year 7) and Miss 

Daniels (Transition Lead), just two of many members of staff who spoke 

to parents and carers this week at our Scene Setting evenings.  It was 

brilliant to re-connect with so many of you at the start of this school year 

and I look forward to sharing many special moments with you as we 

celebrate and support your children over the next 12 months.  Wishing 

everyone a peaceful weekend! 

Rachel Pickerill 

AND FINALLY... 

WORLD MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS DAY 

 

Imagine snow-covered slopes, exciting runs, and 

plenty of laughter with friends… this is a trip 

you won’t want to miss! Just ask the 130 

students that went on the last trip. 

If you are tempted to join us, please check out 

the action here.   

The countdown is on for our School Ski Trip 2027 – and once again it’s going to be epic!  

Full details of this exciting opportunity will be sent out via email to all parents soon and 

payment options will then go live in the trips section on Scopay.  Spots will go fast, so don’t 

wait – let’s hit the slopes together! 

ONLINE SAFETY SESSION FOR PARENTS AND CARERS 

More details of the events we have planned will follow in next week’s Newsletter! 

Miss Godfrey, School Counsellor, writes:  On Friday 10 October 

we will be commemorating World Mental Health Awareness Day. 

The theme this year is "Access to Services: Mental Health in 

Catastrophes and Emergencies."  As part of our efforts, we will be 

raising funds for the Nationwide Disaster Charity UK.   

DC Andrew Kevan from Cheshire Police's Cyber Crime Unit is holding an information and 

awareness session for all parents and carers in school on Monday 13 October, starting 

at 5:30pm.   DC Kevan spoke to all our students on 5 September and the staff who were 

in those sessions reported how informative and useful it was for them as adults.  All par-

ents and carers are encouraged to attend the session on 13 October, to enhance your 

knowledge and awareness of online safety, which can aid you to support your children too.   

GET READY FOR THE SKI ADVENTURE OF A LIFETIME 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N456SEqKiFc

