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GREETING FROMTHE HEAD

In our first full week of the academic year, there has been much going on! | hope you
enjoy hearing all about what’s been happening and how much there is to come.

FAMILY NEWS
RIDDINGS WHITEHALL

HOLLIES

Mr Perry, Head of Riddings Family, writes:

One of the many benefits of our school Family system is the opportunity for student leader-
ship. Students in Years 7-10 will have the chance to become a School Rep in the coming
weeks. These Reps will work with the Heads of Family and the Student Leadership Team to
help organise school events and voice the views of the student body to illicit positive changes
in our school community. Students can join our Student Council as a Council Rep, uphold our
school values and help deliver community and charitable events as a HART Rep, or support
the delivery of family competitions as a Competition Rep. They can also become an Ethos
Rep, being a driving force in promoting our values, distinctiveness and vision across the
school.

| was lucky enough to accompany our lead Family Prefect for Riddings, Alfie Dillon (Year I1),
on a visit to get to know our new Year 7 additions to the Riddings Family this week. Alfie had
this to say:

"I had the wonderful opportunity of meeting some of the new Year 7 students and introducing myself
as the Riddings Family Prefect. | found out many interesting facts about them and I'm confident we
are going to have another successful year in Riddings! | was blown away to discover in Mr Procter's
tutor group that Jack Devine is a world competitive cyclist and Poppy Wishart-Terry is performing in
the West End this November! In Dr Rigby's tutor group, the students were keen to tell me all the ele-
ments of high school they are enjoying. Many students like having the freedom of moving around dur-
ing the day and having many delicious choices in the canteen. It was nice meeting them all, and |
hope they all continue to enjoy their time in our school. Fingers crossed our new cohort will help us
achieve a third consecutive victory for Riddings!"



HART VALUES

Our Heads of Year have highlighted this week’s students who have proudly
displayed our HART values. Well done to:

Mrs Bolster-Wood’s Year 7s: Lewis Hodson, Theo Thomson, James Makinson, Nia
Donovan, Scarlett Buxton, Millie White, Leo Baker and Candice Lam!

Mr Farrall’s Year 8s: Jack Brown, Azalia Norton, Jack Brophy, Riley Ball, Troy
Nguyen, Oscar Cross, Isabella Coventry and Scarlett Swales!

Mr Merryweather’s Year 9s: Billy Toy, Logan Tabberner, Louie Quilty and Grace
Sweeney!

Mr Skilbeck’s Year 10s: Ebony Minton, Erin Purcell, Chloe Riley, Oliver Barker,
Harriet Forster, George Unitt and Amber Rothwell!

Finally, Mr Mason’s Year | Is: Siya Moyo, Alphonse Rijo, Yvzabelle Thompson, Zephyrine
Aji, Ellie Lewis, Alfie Dillon and Will Nelson! Keep up the great work!

The Year 7 Team would like to take a moment to celebrate all of our Year 7 students for
their excellent start at Hartford. We've been truly impressed by the way they’ve settled
into their new school - navigating new routines, engaging enthusiastically with different
lessons and teachers, and even getting involved in extra-curricular activities. Their positive
attitude and effort have set a wonderful tone for the year ahead, and we’re excited to see
all they will accomplish!

POWER2THRIVE PROGRAMME

Seven of our students — Precious Morrison, Sky Porter, Nicole Porter, Morgan Leicester,
Tamzin Roberts, Lucas Yardley, and Jess Solomon — recently completed the Power2Thrive
"Teens and Toddlers" programme, a | 6-week initiative designed to raise aspirations, build
confidence and self-esteem and develop key life skills.

The programme had a huge impact on all participants and we are incredibly proud of our
students for representing the school so positively and embracing this opportunity with such
maturity and dedication. A huge thank you to Gemma and Kerry from .

Power2 for facilitating this transformative experience. Well done to all! '3'\

ONLINE SAFETY

On Friday 5 September we were delighted to welcome DC
Andrew Kevan to our school. DC Kevan spoke to all our students
during the day about online safety and the risks and dangers of
online activity. Students were then able to speak to DC Kevan and

discuss any concerns they had.

The sessions were also very informative for our staff, many of whom reported how they
had learned new information too. We are excited to be planning a Parents’ and Carers’
session with DC Kevan—more details to follow!
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OPEN EVENING

An enormous thank you to everyone who took part in the
Opening Evening on Wednesday. It was a fantastic evening
and we were delighted to hear so many attendees praising our
school. As always, our students and staff embodied our values
brilliantly and we couldn’t have been prouder! It was a
fabulous evening - our biggest Open Evening to date! We look
forward to welcoming many more visitors for our opening
morning tours, which begin on Monday.

Prospective parents and children are invited to tour our
school between 9.30am and | lam every weekday from now v \‘ \J A ‘,
until the October half term break. Bookings for tours can be | |

made via the school telephone number 01606 786000 or by

emailing head@hartfordhigh.co.uk.

SCENE SETTING EVENINGS

Today all our parents and carers will receive letters inviting them to our inaugural Scene
Setting Evenings. These take place in the week commencing Monday 22 September and are
a new initiative designed to provide extensive information and literally “set the scene” for
parents and carers of students in each year group as they begin this academic year. Please
do come along and join us if you can!

PE

Mr Hardwick, PE teacher, writes: The National Physical Activity and Wellbeing Survey
assists to inform our curriculum within school, as well as our extra-curricular opportunities.
We are keen for all our students to have their say! Please could students complete the

survey as soon as possible, using the following link: Survey from Koboca. Thank you!

SEND

Are you a parent or carer of children and young people with SEND?
Come along to the CWAC Parent Carer Forum on Tuesday 23
September from 3:15pm to 5:15pm here at school, for an informal get-
together and to meet other SEND parents and carers! This is a great

chance to have a chat, share experiences and connect with others who

Parent Carer Forum
SheshiiziNedtsh L hester understand the challenges and joys of supporting children with special

educational needs and disabilities.

You can expect a warm and welcoming space to meet new people, have casual conversations
over a cup of tea or coffee and the chance to connect with other families in your community.
We would love to see you there!


https://www.koboca.co.uk/secondary-pupil-activity-well-being-survey-202526/?q=a6df49ed&s=0335ba11

HOME LEARNING
Thank you to our families for their patience as the school embeds the use of Seneca as the
primary form of home learning support, enrichment and organisation for students. There is
a short instructional video on our social media account that can be used as a guide when
logging onto Seneca at home. If students are still facing difficulty logging on, they can seek
help from Mr Taylor who will be in DT4 on Thursday lunchtime, or in Sc8 any other time.

EXTRA-CURRICULARACTIVITES

It was fantastic to see so many students take part in the auditions
yesterday for this year’s school production, Into The Woods. We
can’t wait to see these students take to the stage!

We also had a great start to our programme of extra-curricular

clubs, which kicked off on Monday. All clubs are free and we would encourage students
to come along and join in, if they haven’t done so already!

SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR

We are delighted to announce that our Scholastic Book Fair is
being held in school (from Thursday || September) until —— S _'
Wednesday |7 September. This event offers a wonderful S

: . iy ; {
opportunity for students to discover exciting new reads at 9. m
affordable prices, while also supporting the development of . R GuR sl

our school library. Prices start from just £2.99.

Students are able to browse the selection of books in the library during break and lunch
times. Purchases can be made directly at the fair using cash or card, or students may choose
to bring home a wishlist featuring their favourite titles.

Parents are invited to review these wishlists and make purchases via the Scholastic online
payment system. Once payment has been made, we ask that the completed wishlist is please
returned to the library so that books can be distributed accordingly.

For online payments, please visit: Parent Payments — Scholastic Book Fairs

We look forward to welcoming students to the fair and hope it inspires a lifelong love of
reading!

AND FINALLY...

| had the pleasure of taking assemblies this week and as students entered each one, they
were accompanied by different students from across the year groups playing a variety of
instruments for them. It was particularly fantastic to see so many Year 7 students playing
and being so well appreciated by their peers. What a wonderful display of our school
values! | wish everyone a happy and relaxing weekend.

Rachel Pickerill


https://bookfairs.scholastic.co.uk/pay/1452611

