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GREETING FROM THE HEAD 

It has been wonderful to welcome our students and staff back to school this week!  I said 

to the Year 7s, thanks to the thoroughness of the transition programme, it really was just 

a ‘welcome back’ to them too, as they know the school so well now!  We have hit the 

ground running over the past few days and everyone is feeling very tired having given their 

all at the start of the new academic year!  They all deserve a good rest this weekend, 

especially our Year 7 cohort, new students in older years and our new staff who have all 

been getting to grips with new routines. 

We were delighted to welcome Miss Davenport in Maths, Dr Rigby and Mr Gyasi in 

Science, Miss McPhee in RE, Miss Reilly in History, Mrs Battison-Howard in DT and Mrs 

Gobin and Miss Ngan as Cover Supervisors this week.  Elsewhere in our Associate staff 

team we welcomed Miss Parlane and Mr Sutton in THRIVE and Miss Margerum, Mrs 

Wilkes, Mrs Maddock and Miss Phillips in our Operational Team.  It is a very exciting time 

to join our school as we invest in opportunities for staff and we continue to develop our 

fantastic educational offer for our students. 

FAMILY NEWS 
Miss Gregory, Head of Beeches Family, writes: The Heads of Families have greatly enjoyed 

welcoming our new Year 7 students into the family system through the special tie-giving 

process.  It has been wonderful to see each student begin their journey within their 

individual family, and we are excited to watch how they contribute and get involved this 

year.  From competitions to events, there will be plenty of opportunities to shine -  so 

keep your eyes peeled for the first family competition of the half term, which will be 

announced very soon!  The Heads of Family vying to hold the Family Championship 

Trophy at the end of the year are: 

RIDDINGS - MR D PERRY BEECHES - MISS A GREGORY 

WHITEHALL - MR P DENCH HOLLIES - MISS C THORPE 
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Miss Thorpe, Head of Hollies Family, writes: Get ready, everyone!  Next Friday, 12 

September, marks the launch of our very first Family Competition – and it’s going to be 

amazing!  This is no ordinary event...it’s the annual Fun Run!  Pupils can dress up in their 

favourite outfits, bring their best energy, and race to complete as many laps as they can 

We invite them to audition on 

Thursday 11 September between 

3:00pm and 5:00pm in DS1, where Mr 

Williams and his directorial team will 

be waiting to see the talents of our 

students 

School production! Ms Philippou, Assistant Headteacher, writes:  After the incredible 

success of last year’s performance of  The Wizard of Oz, we are excited to see our students 

shine once again on stage in this year’s school production, ‘Into The Woods’. 

*** *** *** 

And here’s the best part: every student who takes part will earn a 

point for their family - plus an extra point for every lap they run!  

The more laps, the more points, and the closer your family gets to 

victory. 

EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITES 

Students will be asked to perform the scene on page 34 of the script, which features the 

Baker, Jack, and the Baker’s Wife.  This scene focuses on Jack on his way to sell his cow, 

from the famous fairytale Jack and the Beanstalk. 

Students should also prepare to sing 30 seconds of either “Giants in the Sky” or “On the 

Steps of the Palace.” 

The Fun Run will take place after school from 3:00pm to 4:00pm, giving everyone the 

chance to cheer, compete, and celebrate together. 

Costumes, laughter, friendly rivalry, and plenty of cheering - this is one event you won’t 

want to miss! 

Every student who auditions will be included in the production.  If they do not receive one 

of the principal roles, they will automatically be cast as part of the ensemble, ensuring that 

all students have the opportunity to perform on stage. 

We are looking forward to another fantastic production and cannot wait to see the 

creativity, talent, and enthusiasm our students bring to auditions.  Thank you to everyone 

in our school community for their continued support in making our school productions 

such a memorable experience for us all. 
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Ms Philippou, Assistant Headteacher, also writes: Kitty, Seb 

and Grace hit the airwaves on Northwich radio with Kim 

Smith this week as they talked about our school.  Seb spoke 

about his involvement in the school play, whilst Kitty and 

Grace talked about the start of the Key Stage 4 journey.  

Kim was fantastic with the students and played some of our 

favourite songs including Piano Man by Billy Joel. 

Alongside the production, from Monday our extra-curricular clubs kick off - and this year 

they’re bigger and better than ever!  We’ve got a fantastic range of clubs running all year 

round, giving students the chance to stay active, learn new skills, and have fun with friends.  

Whether they’re looking for competitive sport, trying something new, or just enjoying the 

buzz of being part of a team, there’s a club for them.  On Monday lunchtime we have: 

NORTHWICH RADIO 

Club Teacher 

Music Ms Philippou 

Board Games Mr Merryweather 

Book Club (KS3) Miss Ambler 

Cadet’s Mess Mr Proctor 

Club Teacher 

Hockey Miss Logie 

Drama Club Mr Williams 

History Mysteries in RE4 Mr Atherton and Mr Newton 

Year 9 and 10 Football Mr Hardwick 

Rugby Mr Skilbeck 

Netball for Years 8-11 Miss Thorpe 

Year 9 Art Club Miss Sadler/Miss Hughes 

After school on Monday we have: 

Posters featuring the full list of extra-curricular activities will soon be displayed around the 

school, so students should look out for these! All after school clubs run from 3:00pm to 

4:00pm, unless specified on the timetable.  Further details will also be available on our 

website 
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As you may have seen in the press and on social media, we were delighted to see a 

significant improvement in outcomes for Year 11 when GCSE results were released in 

August.  Sharing the morning of results day with what are now our former students and 

their families was very special.  We were particularly pleased to see that the work that we 

have been doing on strengthening the quality of the educational provision at our school 

was bearing fruit.  We continue to develop our fabulous school which it is a privilege to 

lead in my role as Headteacher every day.  We truly believe that we have a Church of 

England High School where, through the core values of love and truth, everyone in our 

school community can be happy, work in collaboration together, be ready for whatever life 

presents and achieve greatness.  As I said earlier, it really is a very exciting time to be part 

of our school, and we are thoroughly looking forward to all that lies in store this academic 

year. 

Next week we are holding our annual Open Evening on Wednesday 10 September from 

5pm until 8pm.  Our brilliant students are very much looking forward to showcasing their 

school; please do encourage your friends, family and neighbours to come along and see 

what we are all about.  From Monday 15 September, we are open during the school day 

for tours for prospective parents and students.  Tours run from 9.15am until 11am and can 

be booked using the head@hartfordhigh.co.uk email address. 

Have a happy and relaxing weekend! 

AND FINALLY... 


