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HARTBEAT 
Hartford’s weekly School Newsletter about the community, 

for the community, published every Friday 

Last week, we embraced our core value of being Together with our Family Easter Church 

services held at St John's Church in Hartford. Easter is the most important festival in the 

Church’s calendar and our students and staff marked this occasion through songs, prayers 

and readings.  We were delighted that in his last service for the school, local curate Rev. 

James Doo reflected on the meaning of Easter for all of us. James moves on from being 

Curate at St John’s in Hartford, to Associate Vicar at St John’s in Knutsford during the Easter 

break and we wish him well in his new role.  It is always incredibly special when we come 

Together in our family services and James has been instrumental in the creation of these 

special celebrations over the past couple of years.  Particular thanks go to all the students 

and staff who read during the Easter services, including those who read our new school 

HART Prayers, created by James, rooted in Caritas et Veritas - Love and Truth. 

EASTER CHURCH SERVICES 

1 April 2026, Issue Number 106 

Happy 

Heavenly Father, thank you that you treat 

us far better than we deserve. Help us to 

find our joy in your daily grace. Teach us to 

love you and each other as you love us. In 

Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Achieving 

Lord God, thank you for giving us minds to learn 

and work to do. Help us to work with all our 

hearts, seeking to bear fruit with patience. Give us 

courage when we fail and perseverance to try 

again. Teach us to love and live out your truth. In 

Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Ready 

Almighty God, thank you for calling us to be 

ready for the return of your Son. Help us to 

be prepared for each new day. Give us 

wisdom to make the most of our time, to 

learn diligently, and to walk in your truth all 

the days of our life. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Together 

Triune God - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit - 

thank you for the gift of knowing you. Teach us 

to follow Jesus’ example, seeking not to be 

served but to serve. Give us humility to put 

others before ourselves, grace to show kindness, 

and strength to build one another up. Make us 

one school family, united in your sacrificial love. 

For your glory. Amen. 
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BLACKPOOL REWARDS TRIP 

STAFF CHARITY FOOTBALL EVENT 

This week saw an exciting and memorable staff football charity event take place, bringing 

together students and staff for a fantastic cause - The Joshua Tree! The atmosphere was 

buzzing, as students generously donated money and gathered to watch the much-anticipated 

final on Tuesday. The event showcased great teamwork, determination, and school spirit from 

Today nearly 800 members of our school community have been in Blackpool for the annual 

rewards trip! After a cool start to the day, the sun came out at lunchtime with students and 

staff enjoying the rides and socialising together! It's been lovely to see the students in a 

different environment after a term of hard work!   

A huge thank you goes out to everyone who participated, 

donated, and supported the event. Not only was it an 

exciting sporting occasion, but it also made a meaningful 

contribution to an amazing charity! 

all participants. In a thrilling competition, Riddings 

emerged as the overall winners, putting in an 

outstanding performance to secure first place. Beeches 

followed closely behind, earning a well-deserved 

second place. The battle for third place was equally 

intense with Hollies and Whitehall going head-to-head in a closely contested match. In the 

end, Whitehall managed to just edge ahead, claiming third place in dramatic fashion. 
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CITIZENSHIP 

AUTHOR VISIT  

PTA EASTER RAFFLE 

THRIVE 

Congratulations to Kitty Wills (Y10), the lucky winner of the Easter Raffle 

hamper!  Many thanks to everyone who has supported the PTA, whether it 

be donating items, purchasing raffle tickets or both!  Your support is very 

much appreciated!   

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS 

Congratulations to Noah Smith (Y10), who has recently passed Grade 6 

saxophone.  This is a fantastic achievement - well done Noah!  

Miss Philippou, Assistant Headteacher, writes: On Monday, Hartford Singers performed at 

Winnington Park Primary School's concert! Both their choir and our choir performed a 

beautiful rendition of ‘Let It Be’.  Well done to everyone involved! 

presided over some icy cross examinations as the prosecution was victorious in finding the 

defendant guilty of murder. Well done Year 10!  

Mr Brown, Head of History and Lead Teacher of 

Citizenship, writes: In the last week of term, GCSE 

Citizenship students had the opportunity to put their 

legal knowledge into practice with a mock trial. With 

wig and gavel at the ready, our judge (Grace Holmes)  

Ahead of the Easter break, our Key Stage 4 students have been busy 

baking Easter nests, which look delicious!  Great job everyone! 

HARTFORD SINGERS 

On Tuesday, we had the pleasure of welcoming local 

author, Vicki Bolland, into school.  Vicki presented a  

series of talks to our 

students, kindly providing 

invaluable advice on writing, including the creative process, 

the different means of publication and how to create engaging 

characters. It was really useful for our students to understand 

Vicki's educational story - from her time in school to her time 

at the University of Chester - and how she ultimately came to 

be a published author. Vicki’s debut book, ‘None Down, Three To Go’ was released in May 

2025. Many thanks, Vicki! 
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ATTENDANCE BONANZA 

AND FINALLY... 

As ever, when a term comes to an end, we inevitably say goodbye to some colleagues who 

are moving on to pastures new... Today, alongside Rev. James Doo, we say goodbye to 

Natalie Luckcraft and Mark Taylor.  Natalie has been our Finance Manager and within this 

role has ensured that so much of what we do in school with the students - not to mention 

the Blackpool trip - is appropriately financed and budgeted for.  She begins a new role at 

Priestley College next half term. Mr Taylor leaves us as Director of Learning for Home 

Learning and STEM after teaching science, and particularly physics, at the school over the 

past few years. Mr Taylor will take up a new leadership role within the science department 

at The Bishops' Blue Coat School in Chester after Easter. We wish them all the best!  

On the first day back we welcome Mr Hepworth as our new School Chaplain, Mr Turner, 

new Head of PE and Mr Mitchell, Lead Practitioner in Science, all of whom have completed 

induction days with us recently and are all looking forward to joining our special school 

community after Easter. 

I wish everyone a very happy and enjoyable Easter.  

Rachel Pickerill 

CRAFT CLUB 

Mrs Kettle, Attendance Team Manager, writes: What a week (three days to be exact!) full of 

prizes!  All students in school this week were placed into a draw and the lucky winners were 

chosen at random - students had to be ‘In To Win! On Monday, I handed out 5 x £25 

Amazon Vouchers to 5 lucky students. On Tuesday, I presented 10 x £25 Amazon vouchers 

to 10 lucky winners. Today - well, let me tell you! 15 lucky students on the Blackpool trip 

received a food/drink voucher worth £15 each to spend at the Pleasure Beach. In addition, 5 

students in school today have received a £15 One4All voucher and a further 5 students have 

received a £25 Amazon Voucher. After running around like an Easter Bunny – I have 

managed to do an extra 28 thousand steps handing out all the prizes! Have a lovely, well 

deserved Easter break everyone! 

MACBETH AUDITIONS 

Following on from our big musical ‘Into The Woods’, the next school production 

will be Shakespeare's Macbeth! Student auditions are due to take place in 

school on Thursday 23 April from 3:00pm until 5:00pm. Students will be 

required to perform abridged versions of either Macbeth’s Dagger monologue  

or Lady Macbeth's monologue of guilt-driven madness; "Out, damned spot!" Any students 

who would like to audition, but haven’t yet collected the rehearsal materials, should see Mr 

Williams as soon as possible following the Easter break. Information about the auditions 

will be posted on the Drama Studio door. 

Over the course of the last two weeks, the RE craft club have 

been busy making Easter chicks, along with chocolate eggs.  

Excellent job everyone! 


