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Allegra Iskandarani, Year 9, writes: Chinese New Year, also known 

as the Spring Festival, commenced on 17 February this year, 

marking the arrival of the Year of the Fire Horse. Key customs and 

traditions include sweeping the dust, focusing on family reunions, 

giving red envelopes (hongbao) with money inside and decorating 

homes in red to ward evil spirits away and mark a fresh start.  

I would personally like to wish all of our students and staff a very warm welcome back to 

school this week following the half-term break, which I hope was a restful and peaceful one 

for you all!  As always, it has been a busy return to school. On Wednesday, our amazing 

Year 11 students received their mock examination results.  It was wonderful to see so 

many of our Year 11 parents and carers at Parents’ Evening too, showing their support and 

sharing feedback, as we head towards the final GCSE examinations taking place over the 

next few months.  Keep up the hard work Year 11 - we are extremely proud of you!   

Next week, we will be welcoming the Bishop of Stockport, local clergy, Governors and 

headteachers, who will be attending our first ever Church-Schools Conference.  We are 

also looking forward to meeting with all our Year 9 students and their parents and carers 

on Wednesday 4 March, for Options Evening.   

GREETING FROM THE HEAD 

CHINESE NEW  YEAR 

2026 is the year of the Fire Horse, which symbolises independence, ambition, energy, as 

well as intensity and rapid change. This week, Hartford Church of England High School has 

celebrated the lunar year festivities with many activities such as 

assembly talks, traditional paper cutting and badge making with 

Chinese calligraphy and zodiac games, all in the spirit of the 

school HART values - Happy, Achieving, Ready and Together. 

The school encourages, recognises and celebrates cultures 

within our community and we wish happiness and prosperity to 

all school staff, students and families as we welcome the year of 

the Fire Horse together. 
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FAMILY NEWS 

Massive congratulations to Lily-Mai Aitken-Sayle, who won Gold at the 

3000m Double Junior 15s Rowing Competition which took place at 

Trafford Rowing Club over half-term.  Lily-Mai achieved an amazing time 

of 14 minutes and 4 seconds! Well done Lily-Mai!  

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS 

Miss Thorpe, Head of Hollies Family, writes: As we broke up for 

half term, our school community came together for a fantastic 

fundraising event in support of the British Heart Foundation. 

Students and staff proudly took part in “Wear It Red”, filling the 

school with a sea of red as we raised both money and awareness 

for this important cause. It was wonderful to see everyone getting 

involved and showing their support. 

A particular highlight of the day was our lunchtime tuck shop, 

brilliantly ran by our senior representatives. Their hard work and 

enthusiasm helped make the event a great success. The day truly 

reflected our school values of togetherness and happiness! 

HART VALUES 

Mrs Bolster-Woods’ Year 7s: Izzy Maughan, Lucas Dunne, Cuma Ozden, Jessica 

Paterson, Leia Renshaw, Charlotte Matthews, Ella Christie and Georgia Clorley!   

Mr Farrall’s Year 8s: Harry Gregory, Azalia Norton, Benny Yeung, Isla Gilgrass, 

Jasmine Lockett, Daisy Rowlands, Dexter Eddie and Sebastian Halford-Maw! 

Mr Merryweather’s Year 9s: Grace Smith, Rhys Mannion, Spencer Billington, Oliver 

Maddock and Alfie Shovelton! 

Miss Gregory’s Year 10s: Leyla Clarke, Keegan Dean, Minnie Buckley, Joe Potter, CJ 

Faulkner, Thomas Walker, Eden Miller and Cole Staley! 

Mr Mason’s Year 11s:  Alphonse Rijo, Maisie-Leigh Barlow, Lilly Marsh, Gwendolyn  

Thomas, Daniel Monks, Zephyrine Aji, Sophie Stubbs, Rafida Ali, Liv Munday, Finlay 

Boughey, Caitlin Price, Isla Rathbone, Ruby Stanway, Bethany Knight and Alex Dean! 

Our Heads of Year have highlighted this week’s students who have proudly 

displayed our HART values. Well done to: 

*** *** *** 

Huge congratulations also go to Lilia Dunne, for attaining 

Development Grade 3 in Women’s Artistic Gymnastics over the half-

term break. This is a wonderful achievement. Well done Lilia! 



3 

PERFORMING ARTS 

RADIO NORTHWICH 

Miss Haughton, Head of Performing Arts, writes: This week I would like to congratulate 

Jacob Dunne and Lydia Mason as actors of the week, Marcie Booth  as dancer of the week 

and Joe Stott  as musician of the week. Well done for your continuous dedication, effort 

and work ethic in the Performing Arts! 

MOVE FOR MARCH - IN AID OF THE JOSHUA TREE 

On Tuesday, Mr Dench accompanied three of our Year 9 students 

on a visit to Radio Northwich, where they went ‘on air’ and spoke 

about their school experiences. The students were an absolute 

credit to the school and represented us proudly!  Well done 

Oliver, Tiana and Curtis! 

Week 1: Strava Challenge 

For the first week, the Heads of Family are taking things to Strava!  Students are invited to 

take part in the following: 

• Longest Run Completed 

• Fastest 5K Time 

Results will be split into categories to ensure fair competition and give everyone a chance 

to shine.  So lace you your trainers, track your runs and let’s kick off March with energy 

and enthusiasm - all while supporting a fantastic cause!  Students should email their time 

and distance to their Head of Family. 

Throughout March, the Heads of Family are challenging all students and 

staff to get involved in as much physical activity as possible, to help raise 

money and awareness for The Joshua Tree.  Over the next four weeks, 

the Heads of Family will be running weekly challenges, with 

opportunities for all students and staff to take part.  Whether you’re a 

seasoned athlete or just getting started, there’s something for you! 
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AND FINALLY... 

BLACKPOOL REWARDS TRIP 

MOBILE PHONE BAN CONSULTATION 

Many of our students are part of the 1st Hartford Scout Group, who are currently raising 

funds for their trip to Norway in 2027.  Tomorrow, they are washing cars for £7 each at 

the Grange Junior School car park between 9am and 12pm.  Refreshments will be available, 

whilst the cars are being washed.  If you can support them, please do!  Good luck to all 

involved. 

Rachel Pickerill 

We have always had a strong relationship with our local police, ensuring that our students 

and families are supported and safeguarded beyond the school walls.  We are delighted 

that Cheshire Police's Youth Engagement Officer, Constable Andy Ward, is in school on a 

regular basis to chat with our students about whatever they want.  Andy's next drop-

in session for students will be on Thursday 5 March and we will be encouraging our 

students to chat to Andy about anything they are worried about or are curious about.  

In our Family assemblies this week, we have launched the criteria for our annual Blackpool 

Rewards Trip, which will take place on Wednesday, 1 April.  It promises to be a super day, 

with students able to make the most of the theme park.  The Heads of Family are really 

looking forward to taking a record breaking number of students to Blackpool with them, 

having last year taken over 750.  They are also wondering if Mrs Pickerill will be persuaded 

to ride the Big One! 

Last half term, the Governing Board approved a move to a full mobile phone ban for 

students at the school. This is in line with all Government guidance regarding significant 

concerns about the impact of mobile phones on children’s health and well-being. Over the 

course of the next two half terms, there will be a number of opportunities for students, 

parents and carers to give their views and ask any questions as part of a consultation 

process. Mrs Pickerill began the consultation today, when she met with members of the 

Student Council, who asked some excellent questions about the logistics of the 

implementation of such a ban, as well as expressing relief around the ban enabling students 

to focus on learning in school, rather than worrying about the use of mobile phones.   

The first opportunity for parents and carers to meet with Mrs Pickerill and Mr Thompson 

regarding the mobile phone ban, will be Tuesday 17 March.  There will be two in-person 

events that day.  The first will be in the afternoon, from 2pm until 3pm.  The second will be 

in the evening, from 6pm until 7pm. Further details will be circulated to parents and carers 

in due course.  A reminder, that the ban will be in place later this academic year for 

students in Years 7 to 10 and will therefore not come into force until the GCSE 

examination series has begun. 

STUDENT DROP-IN SESSION WITH PC ANDY  WARD 


