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*** *** *** 

Mr Rooney, Head of Whitehall Family, writes: Last week, we held our annual end of year 

Family services at St John’s Church, and it gave us a brilliant opportunity to finally reveal our 

new Family Prefects! Congratulations to: 

Mr Merryweather, Head of Hollies Family (and who becomes Head of Year in September), 

writes: I'm sad to be stepping down today as Head of Hollies but am super proud of all the 

amazing things Hollies students have achieved this year. It's been a year of dedication, 

resilience and achievement from both Hollies staff and students. I can't wait to see what 

Hollies do next year! Well done to Beeches, Whitehall and Riddings for their brilliant 

performances this year- it's been a great to compete against such amazing students and staff. 

FAMILY NEWS 

Yzabelle Thomson: Whitehall 

Alfie Dillon:  Riddings 

Siya Moyo: Hollies 

Alphonse Rijo: Beeches 

Mr Each student proudly represented their Family in our service with a wonderful reading. 

Furthermore, after a gruelling application process (which included staff-conducted interviews 

and a whole school election), our new Prefects will lead a team of Year 11 Senior Reps to 

support the Heads of Family in delivering competitions, charity and community initiatives, 

supporting events and promoting our student voice! Congratulations and well done to all 

those successful in becoming a Senior Rep, and to our four Family Prefects. We will have lots 

of exciting news and updates to share about their progress from September! 

*** *** *** 

This school year has seen our Families working hard and contributing so much to school and 

the local community. We’ve seen bake-offs, Christmas tree decorating, talent shows, 

fundraisers and so much more - including Friday’s Sports Day! But there can only be one 

winner of the Family Championship…  

Congratulations to the final winners, RIDDINGS! 
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Our annual Sports Day took place last Friday. Competition between Families was fierce, but 

the overall winners of the day were Whitehall - congratulations! 

SPORTS AWARDS 

SPORTS DAY 

Following the successes of our other recent awards in Humanities, STEM and Arts, we 

enjoyed our final awards event last week, brining parents, carers and students together to 

celebrate those who have excelled in Sport and DofE this year! 

And we can’t forget about the hotly-anticipated staff relay race… Congratulations go to the 

staff in Beeches Family! 
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The end of the school year often means changes in personnel at the school as opportunities 

arise for colleagues to move on to pastures new or new challenges and chapters in their lives.  

The end of this school year is no exception. Today we say goodbye to some colleagues who 

have served the school diligently; many for a large number of years. 

Mrs Adams, Finance Assistant, retires at the end of this school year. Many parents and carers 

may recognise the name of Mrs Adams as she is the person who coordinates the logistics of 

trips and visits and all the payments on Scopay.  

Continued... 

AND FINALLY... 

D OF E SILVER 

Year 10 students looking to complete their Duke of Edinburgh Silver Award have spent the 

last two days walking and camping in the Cheshire countryside! Thank you to all the staff who 

helped to facilitate this expedition! 

100% ATTENDANCE BREAKFAST 

Mrs Turner, Senior Assistant Headteacher, writes: On Tuesday, 54 students were invited to 

Breakfast with the Headteacher for achieving 100% attendance for the entire academic year! 

They were rewarded with pain-au-chocolat and their gold 100% pins to wear with pride. 

While good health and good luck do have a part to play in attendance, being in school every 

single day is something to be celebrated - well done! 
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Mrs Tolley, Teaching Assistant, has worked at our school for many, many years and has 

helped shape the lives of lots of students through her dedication and support for those who 

find school life more challenging.  She retires today, but we have a feeling we will see her 

volunteering in school in the future! 

Mrs Morgan, our School Chaplain, has done much to shape the spiritual life of our school, 

utilising her creative flair in doing so. Mrs Morgan moves on to new opportunities around the 

arts.  

Miss Ferrie has been the driving force behind the development of Food Technology in the 

school over the past couple of years. Miss Ferrie moves to Bishops Blue Coat High School in 

Chester, a school very close to her heart and where she has always wanted to work.   

Similarly, Mr Rooney also moves on to the school that he attended as a teenager and where 

he has always wanted to go back to. As teacher of history at Brine Leas, we are sure that Mr 

Rooney will make just as much impact as he has at Hartford, where, as a founding Head of 

Family, he has created many fabulous opportunities for staff and students across the school in 

recent years. 

Miss Firth, having masterminded the inaugural Year 8 residential to Snowdonia, moves to St 

Thomas More School to be Head of Year and teacher of music. We are sure that she will 

contribute much to the school's pastoral system and the performing arts in the way that she 

has done here.  

Mrs Kirkland and Mr Armstrong have both taught at our school since 2003! Having served 

the school for 22 years, it's their time to move on to a new chapter, retiring from teaching to 

spend quality time with family and, in Mr Armstrong's case, Aston Villa! 

Mrs Brown, Office Manager, has been a person that parents and carers will know as she has 

managed our admissions process for many years. It is Mrs Brown who has organised tours, 

admitted children into the school and ensured that the process for Year 6 to Year 7 

transition has run smoothly. Mrs Brown moves to Middlewich High School to take up the 

position of PA to the Headteacher and we wish her well. 

Finally, Mrs Williams, Director of Operations, and someone many parents and carers will 

recognise from school events, and as the person who ensures all our educational visits run 

smoothly, also leaves us today. As the school has developed in recent years - with the suiting 

of departments, new branding and the encouragement of a new ethos and sense of 

community - it is Mrs Williams who has led the way to enable new initiatives to happen. Mrs 

Williams retires from the profession to spend quality time with her family as a new and 

exciting chapter begins. 

As some colleagues leave, so too, colleagues join, and we have a fantastic group of new staff 

members joining us in September.  I look forward to telling you all about them in due course.  

Wishing everyone a great summer, 

Rachel Pickerill 

AND FINALLY (CONT’D)... 


