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This week I had the opportunity to go around to some forms in Riddings Family, as the Family 

student prefect. The number of achievements in our Family was absolutely incredible to see. 

However, I could only pick a few to share this week. Some of my favourites were: Lily Jones (Y9), 

took part in the recent Remembrance Parade as an army cadet. George Williams (Y8) completed 

a Cycle Cross Challenge, where he cycled around the North-West for 35 km! Oscar Cross (Y7) put 

his orienteering skills to the test in a recent competition, and Gracie Taylor (Y7) volunteered at a 

Macmillan coffee morning to raise money for cancer patients and their families. Thank you to 

everyone I spoke to and well done on all your achievements over the recent weeks! I look forward 

to reporting more accomplishments in Riddings Family next term. 
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GREETING FROM THE HEAD 

FAMILY NEWS 

Mr Rooney, Head of Whitehall Family, writes: As we’ve reached the half-way point in the 

half term to Christmas, here’s a quick update on total Family points so far... 

At the end of last week, we welcomed back the Year 11s of 2023 to 2024 as they called in 

to see us and collected their GCSE certificates.  It was brilliant to hear what so many of 

them are up to now!  It was also great to reminisce with them about their time at 

Hartford Church of England High School.  We wish everyone who was part of this special 

cohort of students all the very best for the future.  

Mr Perry, Head of Riddings Family, writes: At the end of last year, the staff and student 

body elected a Family prefect from our Y11 cohort to lead the students in their Family. We 

have asked that in the last few weeks of term, the prefects spend time visiting younger 

students in their Family. The prefects will be getting to know the students and subsequently 

writing a newsletter article to highlight some recent achievements in the Family. This week 

we hear from Maddie Eaves, the prefect for Riddings: 

*** *** *** 

RIDDINGS - 295 WHITEHALL - 270 

HOLLIES - 228 BEECHES - 227 



2 

Mr Farrall’s Year 7’s: Sofia Thistleton, Jack Brophy, Samuel Holt, Arlo Keen, Riley 

Ball, Annabella Munro, Karena Tang and Jake Baskerville! 

Miss Firth’s Year 8s: Sebastian Ashcroft, Owen Stephens, Prosper Nzeifi, Lennon 

Kitching, Summer Macdonald, Anika Holmes and Luka Jones-Dakic! 

Mr Skilbeck’s Year 9s: Jake Page, Lily-Mai Aitken-Sayle and the Y9 girls’ football 

team! 

Mr Mason’s Year 10s: Charlie Newton, Fin Boughey, Winston Hollands, Josh 

Woodward, Adam Wilkinson, Taylor Dalziel, Jayden Toon and Bradley Driver! 

Our Heads of Year have highlighted this week’s students who have proudly 

displayed our HART values, Well done to: 

HART VALUES 

Mr Atherton, History teacher, writes: This week in 'History Mysteries' after-school club, 

students researched fighter planes from WW2, such as the Spitfire and Messerschmit 109. 

They then constructed their own planes, decorated them and then flew them! The 

winners were Wayne Wong and Elsie Shaw! All the students had a lot of fun!  

Finally, Mr Marklove’s Year 11s for excellent commitment to their learning: Mia Bailey, 

Sadie Williams, Olivia Deakin, Eve Ghagan, Charlie Hazell, Caleb Jackson, Maisy Langston, 

Artharva Nisal, Amber Tomkinson and Harry Williamson! Keep up the great work! 

HISTORY 

We are hopeful that Y11s have been making use of the information on college open 

evenings and are working on their applications. Information in school suggests that 

application windows will be closing early so we are encouraging our 2025 leavers to apply 

for the colleges and courses that are of most interest to them as soon as possible!  

We also received a lovely email from The Grange School this week, thanking Lucy Kenny, 

Will Hulse and Oliver Hill (Y9) who returned some of their students’ property that they 

had found in the park. HART values displayed in and out of school! 

CAREERS UPDATE 

The careers stands at the recent Y11 parents’ evening was busy with lots of 

engagement from students and parents alike, but if students need support in 

school they and find me in DT3 or email jingman@hartfordhigh.co.uk. 

Mr Ingman, Assistant Headteacher, writes: Last week our Y10 boys had an assembly about 

the route to take to apply for a fully-funded 2-year bursary at the prestigious Harrow 

School. This is an incredibly unique opportunity for our students and one we would love 

to see them go for! The assembly alone provided some amazing cultural capital for the 

boys in the year group. If interested, students are encouraged to discuss the opportunity 

with their parents, and Mr Mason and I can offer support in school. 

*** *** *** 
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An email has been sent to all Y9 and Y10 parents this week with 

full details about the Award and details of how to sign up via 

Scopay. In the meantime, if you have any questions, please email 

me: pmarklove@hartfordhigh.co.uk 

PE 

Ms Philippou, Head of Performing Arts, writes: Tomorrow (Saturday 30 November), the 

school orchestra will be performing at St John’s church as part of the village Christmas 

Fayre. Be sure to pop down for 12:30pm to enjoy some festive tunes by our talented 

musicians! 

Miss Logie, PE teacher, writes: The Y7 girls took part in a football festival on Wednesday. 

They were one of 10 teams. The girls played against local schools such as Rudheath, St 

Nicholas Catholic High School, Weaverham and Cransley. The girls played exceptionally 

well and for some of them it was their first ever football match! Well done, girls! 

Y9 Bronze Award: https://youtu.be/GuZMfKbMW6M?

si=yqJfbuDy9DPxV4J_ 

Y10 Silver Award: https://youtu.be/FqHrGnY_Ktg?si=2-duz5i550Rds5A4 

Mr Marklove, Whole School DofE Co-ordinator, writes: DofE is a brilliant way for 

students to discover just how much they are capable of. It is a true testament of a young 

person's ability to achieve across a multitude of areas, including physical skills, volunteering 

and a truly rewarding expedition. 

On the back of last year’s success we are once again thrilled to be able to offer both the 

Bronze and Silver Award to our respective Year 9 and 10 students and look forward to as 

many participating as possible. 

PERFORMING ARTS 

DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARD 

*** *** *** 

The festival wouldn't have been so successful if it wasn't for our 

fabulous Y8 sports leaders; Holly Bryning, Layla Fletcher, Cerys 

Marklove, Jess Lilis, Grace Dean, Chloe Ellis, Lola Hamman and  

Jasmine Lastoweckyi. The girls ran the competition, officiated the 

games and even coached our Hartford team! Thank you, girls! 

Congratulations to Mia Ball (Y8) for passing her Grade 2 piano exam this week! Well done, 

Mia! 

Mr Hardwick, PE teacher, writes: On Tuesday we hosted seven 

primary schools for a Primary Panthalon on behalf of Vale Royal 

Sports Partnership. It was a fantastic event with over 50 children 

attending, accessing multiple sports stations. A big thanks go to our 

sports leaders from Y9 who assisted in running the event!  

*** *** *** 

https://youtu.be/GuZMfKbMW6M?si=yqJfbuDy9DPxV4J_
https://youtu.be/GuZMfKbMW6M?si=yqJfbuDy9DPxV4J_
https://youtu.be/FqHrGnY_Ktg?si=2-duz5i550Rds5A4
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This week we had the old favourite of James McBain’s 

spectacularly scaly Seraphon against Evan Williams’ ghoulish 

newcomers, the nameless nefarious nighthaunt ghosts! It 

was a close-fought match with Evan feinting and riposting in 

the right places, but in the end, James’ Seraphon slithered 

past and snuck the win from under him! We must, however, 

admire the time and effort both students have put into their awe-inspiring models. What 

outstanding work Evan has put into his truly terrifying troop of aberrations. I’m sure a 

rematch is close at hand! If any of this sounds good then students are encouraged to 

come on up to SC3 on Tuesdays to have a go. See if you can take the crown off James! 

As this newsletter goes out, we hope that our students and staff will be enjoying their day 

off school.  It was lovely to talk to students yesterday about their plans for today which, 

for many, included putting the Christmas decorations up or spending time with family and 

friends.  We look forward to welcoming everyone back to school on Monday for the 

next three festive weeks of the school year! 

I wish everyone a happy and relaxing weekend, 

Rachel Pickerill 

AND FINALLY... 

Hannah Graham, PTA Chair, writes: We are so excited to support the school’s up-coming 

Christmas events. Please could parents use this link to sign up if you are able to help with 

any of the students’ Christmas Events: https://form.jotform.com/243242069430349. The 

more volunteers we have the better it will be and we would really appreciate it! 

Mrs Jones, Baking Club lead, writes: Our bakers made Viennese 

fingers this week. They all looked delicious! 

PTA 

THRIVE CENTRE 

Mr Farrall writes: Last week in the THRIVE Centre, Lilly Patch and 

Latticia Edwards completed one of the core practicals for neutralisation 

in chemistry. They worked really hard to complete this and followed 

the method well, obtaining fantastic results! 

BAKING CLUB   

Mr Wootton, Science teacher, writes: Some more fabulous painting and playing has been 

going on at Warhammer club; we’ve had a huge uptake in members who are really loving 

spending the time chatting and designing their new models!  

WARGAMING CLUB 

https://form.jotform.com/243242069430349

