
1 

HARTBEAT 
Hartford’s weekly School Newsletter about the community, 

for the community, published every Friday 

25 October 2024, Issue Number 47 

We have already made great progress with the Family system in so many different ways; 

we have completed numerous challenges including the fun run, bake offs, wear it pink day, 

various bake sales and tuck shops and so much more! We have also established an official 

school leadership team with key focus areas. This team includes students across all year 

groups, giving our young people a voice in all school affairs. This team will work closely 

with Heads of Families next half term to help deliver a festive programme for all to enjoy!  

FAMILY NEWS 

Mr Rooney, Head of Whitehall Family, writes: Thank you to all students and staff for their 

brilliant effort in this half term. Congratulations to the victorious forms in each family who 

won "best form in Family" by displaying our values and showcasing amazing behaviour and 

attitudes towards the system this half term, we hope you enjoyed your end of half term 

reward!  

We are hoping to have as many Year 9s sign up to the Bronze award whilst we look to 

progress with the Year 10s completing their Silver award. Not only will they be rewarded 

for their involvement in developing a skill, enhancing their physical prowess and 

volunteering within the local community, but will also cover essential bushcraft, including 

cooking skills, navigation skills, leadership, tent building and teambuilding, all topped off 

with a several-day practice and qualifying expedition. It’s a fantastic challenge! Join in! 

DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARD 

Finally, we have our points update to take us into half term - Riddings still hold a 

commanding lead, but the gap has been closed in recent weeks by the following three 

Families, it is very much game on! 

Mr Marklove will once again be launching the Duke of Edinburgh 

Award with Year 9 and 10 students after half term. This amazing 

experience will allow students to gain a lot of important life skills and 

memories that will last a lifetime.  

RIDDINGS: 161 WHITEHALL: 142 BEECHES: 121 HOLLIES: 110 
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Our consistent message about revision is having a good 

response from so many students, with such a positive, well-

attended uptake to the voluntary sessions after school. The 

targeted support has surely helped them in completing mock 

exams and will continue to be a motivation, allowing them to 

move forward in their learning, giving them the best preparation for their next mock 

exams in January. Keep going, Year 11, we are so proud of you! 

Mr Marklove, Head of Year 11, writes: We have been extremely proud of the committed 

and focused start to the year displayed by Year 11. At the end of the summer term, and 

again at the start of this year, I challenged them to continue to raise the standards and be 

'positive role models' in terms of conduct, uniform and engagement in their learning and 

they have taken this challenge on with success!  

YEAR 8 PRAISE! 

Mr Boys, Head of PE, writes: Kian Clarke's mum got in touch this 

week to let us know that Kian (Year 8) has taken part in this 

year's Daiwa Global Celebrations, a 'by invitation only' 

competition run by the Canal and River Trust, in Shropshire. Kian 

and his two teammates came 3rd out of 35 Junior teams! He was 

invited to fish at this event after coming 29th out of over 400 

participants in the National Celebrations in September. 

YEAR 11 PRAISE! 

Miss Firth, Head of Year 8, writes: This week saw the reveal of the award 

for our Year 8 ‘Magnificent Mondays’ prize winners - a personalised keyring! 

Our students were awarded them in our assembly on Monday morning. 

This week's winners were: Dylan Heardley, Keilan Bailey, Annabelle Garner, 

Isabelle Lewis, Jack Maddox, Anthony Lam, Jean Nortje, Jessica Lillis, Georgia Masters, 

Grace Sweeney, Holly Bryning, Allegra Iskandarani and Spencer Billington.  

FISHING 

As part of this week's assembly, form tutors were also asked to nominate a student who 

has shown phenomenal dedication to our HART values and school community since the 

start of September. The nominees were awarded certificates for 'Tutee of the Term'. 

Congratulations to: Oliver Shaw, Kyla Hart, Jacob Marshall, Mia Ball, Henry Williams, 

George Williams, Flo Cooper and Jay Wright. I am so proud of what you have achieved; 

these awards are thoroughly deserved! I wish Year 8 a fantastic half term break and look 

forward to a positive return in November. 

At the event Kian met Kayleigh Dowd, top female angler for Team England (pictured 

above with Kian and his trophy). This all adds to Kian's portfolio for the talent pathway to 

train and fish for England. Very well done! 
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Congratulations to our students who have proudly displayed our HART values this week!

Mr Farrall’s Y7 Students of the Week are Della Hewitson, Matilda Lloyd, William Miller, 

Megan Lawrenson, Afie Gill, Eevee Tullett, Henry Shenton and Sienna Cross-Williams.  

Mr Mason’s Y10 ‘Well Done Wednesday’ students are Dylan Coventry, Chloe Thurlwell, 

Grace Bannister, James Edwards, Poppy Faulkner, Aimee Spragg, Elsie Shaw and Javen 

Greensmith.  

PE 

Well done to William Miller, Connor Newland, George Pratt, Benny Yeung, Oscar 

Cross, Harry Flackett, Jakob Hughes, George Williams, Kourtney Muponya, Lou 

Kristiansen, Lucy Hignett, Piper Weston, Madison Harrison, Lacie-Mai Bellis, Aubree 

Ogden-Smith, Giorgia Botticchio - fantastic orienteering! 

Mr Hardwick, PE teacher, writes: On Tuesday afternoon we hosted the hotly-anticipated 

Year 5 and 6 Mixed Football event on the 3G pitch. Over 85 students from our local 

cohort gathered for a festival of football! Winnington Park Primary School were the 

victors, losing only once throughout the tournament! Barnton Community Primary 

School picked up the 'Spirit of the Game' award for displaying HART values. A special 

thank you goes to Grace Dean, Zack Jepson, James Collins, Finley Harrop, Jessica Lillis, 

Zephaniah Frith, and Mia Broughton who were representing Hartford as sports leaders, 

and all played a pivotal role in the running of the event. 

Mr Boys writes: Congratulations to the Year 10 boys' football team who beat Eaton Bank 

in the first round of the County Cup on Monday. It was an emphatic 4-2 victory with 

goals coming from Ziggy Lockett, Sam Jeffries, Ollie Yarwood and Ryan Gregory. Good 

luck in the next round, lads! 

*** *** *** 

            GEOGRAPHY 

Mrs Carnell, Geography teacher, writes: Year 7 Geographers 

have been out and about collecting weather data across our 

school site this week. We have been studying the weather all half 

term and our experiment was to see if our school has 

microclimates. The students used a digital thermometer and an 

anemometer to measure wind speed. They surveyed seven sites 

and concluded that we do have some microclimates in school; there are definitely some 

locations that are windier and colder than others. The students worked very well in their 

teams and shared their data when we got back to class. Well done, Year 7! 

Miss Thorpe, PE teacher, writes: As a result of their recent hard 

work in PE, a lucky group of Year 7 students were selected to take 

part in an orienteering challenge on Monday. The students had to 

use a range of skills, including map reading, to locate the hidden 

clues and complete the challenge.  

HART VALUES 

*** *** *** 
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Mr Armstrong says: This is a model of a molecule of Sodium 

Chloride, or common salt you put on your fish and chips. (NaCl ). 

Students used toothpicks and plasticine showing the giant lattice 

structure of ionic compounds. It took scientific knowledge and 

teamwork to complete this tricky molecule task. Well done!  

Quite rightly, there's not much room for me to say anything in this newsletter!  I am 

continually so proud of what we are achieving as a school community. My thanks to all of 

the staff for providing such a lot of opportunities for the children to participate in, to the 

students for taking part and for their families for all their support. 

I wish everyone in our school community a happy and relaxing half term break and look 

forward to seeing you all on 04 November! 

Rachel Pickerill 

AND FINALLY... 

Mrs Kelsall, Pastoral Manager, writes: We are pleased to announce that 100% attendance 

will be rewarded on a weekly and termly basis! 100% attenders will go into a weekly 

lottery to win a £5 Amazon voucher, and 100% attenders for a full term will win a badge, 

as well as being entered into an extra-special prize draw! 

We're really proud of all the students in THRIVE! 

Mr Farrall says: Lilly made a model of Graphite with me, showing 

how it is arranged in hexagonal rings and layers which slide over 

each other. Lilly has been working really hard in THRIVE in 

Science lessons, she is always positive and tries her best. 

Miss Godfrey also writes: In the HART support sessions, students crafted 

autumnal posters filled with personal goals and visions, to symbolize change, 

self-reflection, and growth through the season's natural transformation. 

MENTAL HEALTH & WELLBEING 

THRIVE 

Miss Jones, Pastoral Manager, writes: Students in THRIVE have been working really hard 

in Science and have enjoyed practical sessions making these models! 

Miss Godfrey, School Counsellor, writes: 

Students in THRIVE spent some time outside 

connecting with nature and learning the power 

of mindfulness when feeling overwhelmed and 

anxious, and created some lovely posters.  

*** *** *** 

ATTENDANCE 


