
1 

HARTBEAT 
Hartford’s weekly School Newsletter about the community, 

for the community, published every Friday 

20 September 2024, Issue Number 42 

GREETING FROM THE HEAD 

It has been wonderful to welcome so many parents, carers and children to tour the school 

this week. Our visitors have seen the school 'in action' just as it is and as ever, our 

students have been a credit to us.  

We look forward to welcoming many families to our Open Evening on Thursday 26 

September from 5pm to 8pm to find out more about us! 

And to all our wonderful student helpers - don’t forget to hand in your permission slips! 

FAMILY NEWS 

Miss Gregory, Head of Beeches Family, writes: This is a call 

for parents and carers to come along to our PTA AGM 

meeting on Tuesday 8 October! If you are interested in being 

part of the PTA or would like more information, please email 

me at agregory@hartfordhigh.co.uk! 

Don’t forget your dabbers! 

Miss Gregory continues: Don’t forget, on Friday 11 October we are holding our Year 7 

Family Social here at school. We are delighted to invite all Year 7 students and their family 

members to take part in a fun-filled evening, featuring activities such as arts and crafts, 

darts, bean bag throwing, hook a duck, and the main event...BINGO!  

*** *** *** 

There will also be popcorn, pick and mix stalls and other refreshments, 

plus lots of exciting prizes up for grabs! 

We are really looking forward to hosting this event and to seeing lots of 

families on the night! To confirm your attendance, please complete this short form:  

https://forms.office.com/e/kJiEz2gjfT 

https://forms.office.com/e/kJiEz2gjfT
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Mr Mason, Head of Year 10 writes: Congratulations to the following Year 

10 students who are the first to be selected for the new school year’s 

‘Well Done Wednesday’! These students have been displaying our HART 

values and have made a great start to Year 10: Grace Heslop, Ethan 

Hudson, Teddy Mayhew, Alex Dean, Alyssa Finlay-Thompson and Jayden 

Toon. Well done! 

WELL DONE WEDNESDAY! 

The evening focused on outlining the expectations and content of key GCSE subjects, 

including English, Maths, Science and RE. Subject leaders provided insight into the exam 

formats, assessment criteria and essential resources students will need to succeed.  

Ms Daniels, Year 6 Transition Lead, writes: On Thursday we had a wonderful evening 

meeting our new Year 7 parents and carers for our first ‘Meet the Tutor’ evening. It was 

lovely to see so many smiling faces and hear how our Year 7 students have enjoyed their 

first three weeks in school and settled well! 

Mr Rooney, History teacher, writes: The history castle-building competition is well 

underway and we have received some fantastic submissions already! However, there is 

still plenty of time for students to get their creative juices flowing over the weekend, as 

we will continue to accept submissions next week! We’re looking forward to seeing 

some brilliant work! 

Y7 PARENTS’ EVENING 

Miss Davenport, Lead Practitioner in English, writes: Also on 

Thursday we hosted a highly informative KS4 Evening, designed 

to introduce Year 10 and Year 11 parents to the GCSE courses 

of core subjects and share effective revision strategies. 

Thank you to our ‘Buddies’, Lucas Travis, Gabby Ogden, 

Harry Wright, Grace Wakefield and Holly Parker for being 

wonderful on reception, signing everyone in, and for doing 

an amazing job in continuing to support Year 7 through 

their first year at Hartford Church of England High School! 

KEY STAGE 4 EVENING 

In addition to the core subject introductions, there was a special emphasis on revision 

techniques. These strategies, tailored to help students manage their workload and 

enhance their learning, included time management tips, how to create effective study 

schedules and methods to improve memory retention. 

HISTORY 
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Ms Daniels also writes: Some of our Year 7s have been making 

fruit salad in their food technology lessons this week. We hope 

that some of these delicious healthy desserts made it home for 

their families to enjoy! 

*** *** *** 

PE 

Mr Boys, Head of PE, writes: Well done to the Year 10 boys’ 

football team who played against Liverpool College in the first 

round of the English Schools FA National Competition!  

Mr Hardwick, PE teacher, writes: We invite all of our students to complete a quick survey 

which will enable us to shape our PE curriculum and extra-curricular offer. It doesn’t take 

too long, and every opinion matters! Students can find the survey here:  

Koboca Survey > 

Miss Firth, Music teacher, writes: Congratulations to ‘Team Year 8’ this week, with huge 

numbers showing off their performing arts skills by auditioning for this year’s production, 

‘The Wizard of Oz’. Big shout-outs also go to 8yR Logie and 8yH Hogben for their 

fantastic vocal performance of ‘Any Dream Will Do’. 

FOOD TECHNOLOGY 

 After a very physical match, our boys came out on top with a 

5-3 win! It was a well-earned victory with a hat trick from Ziggy Lockett and two goals 

from Sam Kendall. Good luck in the next round! 

This week’s ‘Wall of Fame’ students are Lacie-Mai Bellis (Y7) 

for showing HART values in Music, Oliver Maddock (Y8) for 

having the bravery to attempt his first vocal solo in front of his 

peers and absolutely smashing it! And Lucas Travis (Y9) for 

playing students into assembly on the guitar for the first time! 

Miss Haughton, Dance teacher, writes: The Year 11 GCSE 

Dancers have made a really positive start and are working 

extremely hard towards their upcoming practical exam. They 

have come to class with great attitudes and are looking to 

achieve the best possible marks. Well done! 

*** *** *** 

PERFORMING ARTS 

https://www.koboca.co.uk/secondary-pupil-activity-well-being-survey-2024-25/?q=be0d541e&s=Hartford
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Mr Williams, Drama teacher, writes: On behalf of the production 

team for our forthcoming school play, ‘The Wizard of Oz’, I would 

like to share how incredibly proud we are of everyone who 

auditioned; you all did brilliantly! We now have our full cast and can’t 

wait to get rehearsals underway next week! 

Thanks to everyone in our school community who has pulled together to ensure that the 

school is 'back online'. Following an IT outage that was not our fault, we changed the 

school day, adapted and ensured that we kept the school running! Our HART values, 

Happy, Achieving, Ready, Together, were modelled by everyone and proved that by 

working collectively and caring for one another, we could do anything! 

I can't wait for our visitors at Open Evening to see how brilliant our staff, but most 

important, our students are! 

Rachel Pickerill 

AND FINALLY... 

Ms Philippou, Head of Performing Arts, writes: In addition to Lucas Travis who played 

guitar for our assembly, we would like to acknowledge another performer, Jacob Marshall 

(Y8) who joins our regulars, Jonah Scott and Caleb Jackson (Y11), Elsie Shaw (Y10) and 

Wayne Wong (Y8). Not forgetting Ellie Lewis (Y10), who is doing a sterling job in 

organising our assembly music! 

Last week we welcomed two new members of staff to our peripatetic team: Mrs Argent-

Belcher will be teaching speech and drama lessons and Mr McDonough will be teaching 

brass. If your child is interested, please contact mail@hartfordhigh.co.uk. 

PERFORMING ARTS 

*** *** *** 

EXTRA-CURRICULAR 

*** *** *** 

*** *** *** 
In Music, we would like to offer a big ‘Congratulations’ to Noah Smith (Y9) 

who is now a Grade 5 standard for the piano! Well done, Noah! 

*** *** *** 

Ms Philippou continues: Our choice of clubs is increasing, with board games being a new 

addition to Monday lunchtimes, alongside music, chapel, dance and art. We are thrilled 

to be able to offer our students so many chances to try something different and make 

new friends! 

In singing group on Wednesday lunchtime, the singers performed a personal favourite of 

mine: ‘Grace Kelly’ by Mika, in three part harmony. They were absolutely fantastic! 

There are still places available - all students are welcome and there is no charge. 


