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GREETING FROM THE HEAD 

As you can see from the Family information below, this year's Family competition is up and 

running. Results from the first two weeks show that Beeches, having come last in July, have 

soared into the lead as we start the new year!  

Good luck to all our Families as they embark on their journeys to win the trophy next 

summer! 

FAMILY NEWS 

Mr Rooney, Head of Whitehall Family, writes: Last Friday we ran our second annual 

Charity Fun Run and it was a huge success! We raised a really good amount of money for 

Child Bereavement UK and the turnout was excellent.  

In a rare occasion, each Family won points in each category: 

 Whitehall won ‘Best Student Turnout and Performance’ 

 Beeches won ‘Best Staff Turnout’ 

 Riddings won ‘Best Fancy Dress’ with a brilliant flamingo (well done, Eleanor 

Hogben!) 

 Hollies won ‘Best Head of Family Performance’ (congratulations, Mr Merryweather!) 

It was a fantastic afternoon in the sunshine and brilliant to see Family competitions back - 

we’ve really hit the ground running!  



2 

Ms Philippou also writes: Good luck to all our students who are 

starting the Pauline Quirk Academy next Friday, 20 September. 

This academy specialises in comedy, drama, musical theatre, film 

and television, and we are excited that they have chosen to run 

their lessons from our school! For students wishing to join, please 

register for a free trial through their website: pqacademy.com 

I would also like to give a big shout-out to Ethan Hodson (Y8) who excelled in Music this 

week, providing fantastic verbal answers to the class! Well done, Ethan! 

*** *** *** 

PERFORMING ARTS 

Mis Firth, Music teacher, writes: A huge shout-out goes to 8B McVeigh 

this week for brilliant independent work on their listening task in 

Music! Students recalled information about Reggae and the history of 

Bob Marley’s life to explain why ‘Three Little Birds’ was written, and 

how the piece reflected the time in which it was created. 

Here’s a fantastic group photo of our Fun Runners outside the Science building! 

Finally, in Music, we would like to congratulate Elsie Shaw (Y10) for 

achieving Grade 2 for the Piano over the summer! Well done, Elsie! 

*** *** *** 

FAMILY NEWS 

Miss Gregory, Head of Beeches family, writes: We are holding a 

Year 7 Parent and Student Social in school on Friday 11 

October at 7:00pm! This is a fantastic opportunity for Year 7 

parents and students to meet and get to know other members 

of our school community. Games and refreshments will be 

provided - we hope to see lots of you there! 

*** *** *** 

https://www.pqacademy.com/
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Students will be able to visit the fair in the school library during breaks and lunchtimes on 

Monday 30 September, Tuesday 1 and Wednesday 2 October. Students can bring cash, a 

pre-paid book fair voucher, or they can bring home a wishlist of the titles they would like 

and parents can use the online payment system! The wishlist is not an order form, and 

must be returned to school in order for us to distribute the chosen books. 

BTEC SUCCESSES! 

Music - Sam Lewis and Jonah Scott 

Drama - Olivia Deakin 

Sport and IT - Blessing Mlambo 

Ms Philippou, Lead in Vocational Subjects, writes: Last term our OCR Cambridge National 

and BTEC students completed their first unit of coursework. We would like to give a big 

‘well done’ to the below students for achieving the highest grades in the following subjects: 

Mrs Lea, school Librarian, writes: Our Scholastic Book 

Fair arrives in school on Monday 30 September. This is a 

fantastic opportunity to pick up a bargain book and raise 

some money for our school at the same time! Books start from as little as £2.99. For every 

purchase, school earns rewards to spend on books to stock our library. 

You can use the online payment system by visiting this 

website and searching for Hartford Church of England High 

School: bookfairs.scholastic.co.uk/pay. Online payments can be 

made up until 4:00pm on Wednesday 2 October. 

LIBRARY 

IT - Emma Cowell, Ella Cross, Max 

Donlon, Lewis Eaves, Hayden Forster, 

Olivia Forster, Lukas Kennerley, Atharva 

Nisal and Jason Yue 

Pre-paid vouchers can be obtained at 

bookfairs.scholastic.co.uk/gift-vouchers and are available in £5 

denominations. Once a purchase has been made, you will 

receive the voucher in an email which can be printed and given to your child to use at the 

book fair. Please note, however, that change cannot be given when using vouchers. 

We look forward to welcoming all our students to the fair! 

https://bookfairs.scholastic.co.uk/pay
https://bookfairs.scholastic.co.uk/gift-vouchers
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Have a happy and relaxing weekend!  

Rachel Pickerill 

Mr Hardwick, PE teacher, writes: Year 8 started off 

their football campaign hosting several local schools 

here at Hartford on Tuesday. The boys continued their 

good form from last year, winning five out of seven 

games on the night! Well done, gents! 

This week especially, I have been reminded of how 

brilliant our school community is. You may have heard 

that we have been experiencing some significant 

disruption to our IT infrastructure that is not our 

fault.  

AND FINALLY... 

Miss Gregory also writes: We are relaunching our PTA! To kick 

things off we are holding our AGM on Tuesday 8 October at 

6:00pm. Parents and carers are encouraged to come along if you 

want to get involved; further updates will follow via email to those 

of you who have already signed up! 

PTA 

From Monday 16 September, our tours for prospective students and their parents begin.  

It is a real privilege to be able to showcase the ethos, culture and educational 

environment that we have on offer at Hartford Church of England High School. Our 

Open Evening takes place on Thursday 26 September 2024. We look forward to 

welcoming all our visitors over the next few weeks. 

PE 

If you have any questions about joining the PTA or about attending the AGM meeting, 

please email me at agregory@hartfordhigh.co.uk. 

Staff and students have continued on though with 'business as usual' and showed 

remarkable tenacity and determination in their bid to keep the school fully functioning! 

Thank you, everyone! 


