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FAMILY NEWS 

GREETING FROM THE HEAD 

We also have a points update going into the new half term, which includes points 

awarded for our ‘No Place Like Home’ poetry competition. This competition was won 

by Riddings who submitted a whopping 40 entries! This extends their lead at the top 

of the leaderboard (for now!) but there are plenty of points up for grabs with more 

competitions for students to get involved in! 

Mr Rooney, Head of Whitehall Family, writes: Today sees 

the very first Hartford’s Got Talent Showcase! A selection of 

our wonderful students will showcase their skills, ranging 

from pianists, gymnasts, guitarists and theatrical duos!  

We welcomed our students back to school this week after the Easter holidays. As 

you will see from this newsletter, our year 9 and 10 footballers had a wonderful 

experience alongside Mr Boys, Mr Lee, Mr Jenyons and Mr Hardwick who 

accompanied them to Spain. Their journey home was eventful when they, and a 

number of other passengers, were unable to fly home following a security incident at 

the boarding gate. The boys did not miss out, however! They got to spend an extra 

night in a luxury hotel and were provided with a silver service lunch before RyanAir 

diverted a flight bound for Dublin specially for them and provided them with free 

food vouchers on the plane home! Their whole experience will be one they will 

definitely remember in years to come!  Whilst some were in Spain, Year 11 

continued their revision in the build-up to their GCSE and BTEC exams. Thanks to 

staff members giving up their holiday, students were supported with booster 

sessions in school to help them revise at this important time. We wish them well in 

the weeks ahead. 

1st place Riddings 163 points 

2nd place Beeches 142 points 

3rd place Whitehall 142 points 

4th place Hollies 124 points 

This half term will see a Family Art 

competition, Hartford’s Got Talent and 

other subject competitions, as well as 

sporting opportunities in which all the 

Families can compete and climb the 

leaderboard! 

We are really looking forward to the students performing in front of their peers and 

the Heads of Family judges! 
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PE TRIP TO BARCELONA 

Mr Boys, Head of PE and trip lead, writes: Over the Easter break, 40 of our boys from 

years 9 and 10 took a football tour trip to Barcelona. The lads played matches, had a 

stadium tour of RCD Espanyol, visited Barcelona, Tarragona and Port Aventura...we 

had the best time! All the boys behaved brilliantly and did the school proud! 
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ART 

EXAM SUCCESSES! Congratulations go to Abi Hesmondhalgh (10T) for passing her 

Grade 3 violin, and also to Evie Peake (8C) for passing her Grade 5 in Musical 

Theatre. Evie did not only pass her musical theatre exam; she achieved 95% which is 

fantastic! Very well done, girls! 

Miss Sadler, Head of Art, writes: On the last 

day of the spring term, before Easter, Year 8 

students completed art work based on the 

work of Olga Gamynina. Students used ink, 

watercolour paint and collage to demonstrate 

mark-making techniques with great success! 

PERFORMING ARTS 

WELL DONE WEDNESDAY! 
Mr Mason, Head of Year 9, writes: This week I met with 11 students as part of 'Well 

done Wednesday'. They received a treat and will also receive a card. These 

students have been exemplary in their conduct around school on all levels: 

*** 

I particularly enjoyed conversations with the students about option choices and their 

positive outlook on Key Stage 4. I look forward to saying ‘well done’ to many more 

Year 9 students over the coming weeks! 

Leon Preston (9A), Daniel Monks (9A), Connie Martin (9T), 

Alyssa Finlay-Thompson (9T), Reece Jones (9S), Ellie Lewis 

(9C), Catrin Daniel (9C), James Edwards (9R), Siya Moyo (9R), 

Chloe Thurlwell (9F) and Holly Newton (9F). 

Ms Philippou, Head of Performing Arts, writes: Harry Wright 

(8D) was one of the youngest players at Sir Johns Deane's 

Battle of the Bands performing alongside former student and 

brother Dylan Wright over the Easter break. Harry even got a 

special mention from the principal of Sir John Deane’s for his 

brilliant drumming! Well done, Harry! 

DRAMA: Fresh from the success of Beauty and the Beast, Mr Williams and Miss 

Bates are now embarking on their next production: Shakespeare's ‘A Midsummer 

Night's Dream’! Keep your eyes peeled for more information...  

*** 
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Miss Done, Finance Assistant, writes: Don’t forget, you can order our current uniform 

at a 40% discount! Orders placed already have started to arrive in school. Parents will 

be contacted when they are ready to be paid for (by card) and collected.  

Mrs Lewis, Assistant Headteacher, writes: Congratulations to the 470 students who 

achieved 100% attendance last half term — this is a fantastic achievement! Being in 

school is important to childrens’ achievement, wellbeing, and wider development. 

Evidence shows that the students with the highest attendance throughout their time 

in school gain the best GCSE results. Every moment in school counts, and days 

missed add up quickly. For example, a child who is absent for three days over a half 

term could miss 15 lessons in total.  

AND FINALLY... 

CHAPEL 

After a busy first week back, we wish all our students and staff 

a relaxing and enjoyable weekend, 

Rachel Pickerill 

Mrs Morgan, School Chaplain, writes: We are pleased to announce that we are re-

launching our popular School Chapel Service every Monday lunchtime at 1:40pm in 

the School Chapel (C23). Every student is welcome and encouraged to come along!  

ITALY SKI TRIP 2025 

ATTENDANCE 

UNIFORM 

We are excited to welcome Year 6 students (the class of 2024) and their families 

who will join us for a special 'Welcome Evening' next Thursday, 25 April. As always, 

our current students will be involved in the evening showcasing how brilliant the 

young people who come to our school are. Thank you in advance to all those who 

participate.  

Mr Marklove, Head of Year 10 and Ski trip lead, writes: In the Autumn term we 

announced a Ski Trip to Italy planned for next Easter, from 5 to 12 April 2025.  

We are happy to confirm that we now have a small number 

of extra sought-after spaces now available! If your child 

would like to take part in this exciting opportunity, please 

contact our school finance department by email for further 

information: finance @hartfordhigh.co.uk  

Each week we run an ‘attendance lottery’ and students who have been in school 

every day for that week are entered into the draw for an Amazon Voucher. Well done 

to all of our winners so far and we look forward to celebrating lots of excellent 

attendance this half term! 

The higher a student’s attendance, the more likely they are to learn 

and perform better in exams and formal assessments.  


