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It is hard to believe that December is upon us!  We have three weeks left of the school 

term and our students and staff are as busy as ever!  This week, we appointed some 

new colleagues in our pastoral team and in our finance department and we look 

forward to them joining our school community in the next month.   

As we welcome some, we say goodbye to others, and this week we said 'thank you' 

and 'good luck in your new school’ to Hannah Ode who has worked as a teaching 

assistant with us over the past year.  We wish Hannah all the very best for the future.  

YEAR 9 ACHIEVEMENTS 

Mrs Merryweather, Head of Year 11, writes: Over the last few 
weeks, eight of our prefects have trained with our Senior Mental 
Health Lead, Ms Godfrey, in anti-bullying and student support. 
This week, our trained prefects began a programme of peer 
mentoring with a group of Year 7 students nominated by their 
form tutors and Head of Year.  

YEAR 11 PREFECTS 

GREETING FROM THE HEAD 

The prefects and Year 7s got along brilliantly, and it was the highlight of my week to 
see such positive interactions between our oldest and youngest pupils. The 
students will meet again in a fortnight's time to discuss how the previous two weeks 
have been, and our Year 7 group now have some friendly faces to support them 
around the school - I am extremely proud of all involved! 

Mr Mason, Head of Year 9, writes: This week, a special mention goes 

to Ellie Lewis and Alphonse Rijo for speaking so eloquently to the 

whole of the year group during our advent candle lighting in Year 9 

assembly. Addressing a large group of your peers can be daunting, 

so very well done to both of you!  

This week’s ‘Well done Wednesday’ students are Elsie Shaw (9S), Bradley Driver 

(9C), Ollie Yarwood (9D), Lucas Sturdy (9F), Amiee Spragg (9H), Nancy Carter (9A), 

Kayden Leigh (9R) and Liam Mosley (9T). 

Congratulations also go to 9C for gaining the most achievement points in Year 9 so 

far, totalling 4884! 
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SCIENCE 

ART 

Mrs Challinor, Science teacher, writes: Our green-fingered 
Year 8 scientists have been learning about different types of 
plant reproduction throughout our biology topic. They 
learned that Spider plants (Chlorophytum comosum), and 
geraniums, can clone themselves to reproduce, without 
needing to be pollinated.  

Miss Hughes, Art teacher, writes: Year 10 have now completed the 
first assessment objective for their Natural Forms project, with 
students creating a series of studies of natural forms including both 
plant and animal life, living and decaying. Tasks included working 
with a range of materials to develop their skills with media and 
techniques, and building upon their understanding of art elements 
such as tone, form, shape, pattern and texture.  

We are very proud of the start made by the students on the GCSE course and are 
glad to share with you a selection of the work produced. 

MUSIC 

Ms Philippou, Curriculum Lead in Music, writes: On Friday 1 December, 

Orchestra are performing at Hartford's Christmas Light Switch On at 5:30pm 

outside the Co-Op, then again on Saturday 2 December in Hartford Church 

Hall at 11:30am. Do come along to enjoy some beautiful Christmas music! 

MUSIC EXAMS — Well done to Rupert Nixon (8A) who passed his Grade 1 violin 

exam this week, and good luck to Ellie Lewis (9C) who has her Grade 5 clarinet 

exam on Saturday. 

They demonstrated this by taking cuttings and repotting them, to create a new 

generation of plants to adorn our fantastic science labs, helping to recycle our air 

and boost our brain power! 
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Mr Hardwick, PE teacher, writes: On Monday we welcomed our local 
primary cohort in a Year 5 and 6 mixed basketball tournament. The 
event was a fantastic opportunity for our sports leaders to show their 
commitment to extracurricular activities. The PE staff and I would like to 
say a big ‘thank you’ to Thomas Bates, Oliver Butkowski, Ted Cooper, 
Blessing Mlambo, Nathan Yue, Jack Webster, Sam Moore, & Ben Riley 
for being excellent leaders. 

U14s Girls’ English Schools Round 5 — The girls put on a 
fantastic display on Thursday in the English Schools Cup 
in Liverpool. The girls really did the school proud in their 
attitude and commitment. It was a very tough match 
against an extremely strong Merseyside Football 
Academy Squad, which they unfortunately lost. 

Well done to all the girls who took part and keep your heads held up high; you all did 
fantastically well! 

Mr Boys, Head of PE, writes: On Wednesday night 
our Year 10 boys took on a very strong Eaton Bank 
High School in the County Cup. The game ebbed 
and flowed from start to finish, with Eaton Bank 
sneaking a goal just before half time. In the second 
half our boys came out fighting but struggled to 
break the Eaton Bank back four.  

Miss Gregory, English teacher, writes: This week, Fiction Addicts 
discussed their favourite books whilst making their very own 
bookmarks! We had animals, Christmas, football themes and 
much more! Fantastic effort and achievement for the Fiction 
Addiction group! Any more Year 7s fancy coming long? It is on 
every Tuesday evening 3-4pm with me in V14! 

They have all worked extremely hard to improve their technique 

and confidence after learning the 'Big God' repertoire by Akram 

Khan in September. They are looking forward to performing it live 

at our dance show on Thursday 14th December. A big well done! 

PE 

In the end Eaton Bank finished on top 1-0, although it was a valiant effort from our 
boys who fought from start to finish. Well done, lads. 

DANCE 

FICTION ADDICTION 

Miss Scott, teacher of PE and Dance, 

writes: on Wednesday our Year 11 

dance students completed their 

BTEC component 2 examination 

performance.  
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For more information you can view the entire festive calendar on our school 

website. 
 

Wishing everyone a peaceful and blessed advent. 
 

Rachel Pickerill 

AND FINALLY... 

*** 

Mrs Walton, Finance Manager, writes: Donations of old school uniform are always 

welcome! We are currently in need of jumpers, blazers and rugby tops. If 

you have any uniform which no longer fits or isn’t required, we are happy to 

take it off your hands! Donations can be handed in to reception. 

Mr Mason, Head of Year 9, writes: Thank you to Macey Hughes 

in 9C for bringing in the most donations for foodbank in Year 9. 

Your generosity is most appreciated. 

FOODBANK 

SCHOOL UNIFORM DONATIONS 

Earlier in the newsletter Ms. Philippou informed us about the orchestra playing at 

both the Hartford Christmas Lights switch on and the Hartford Fayre, marking the start 

of our many festive events that will run throughout December. Opportunities for 

students to get involved are plenty...Here are some examples of Christmas activities 

that students can enjoy: 

Miss Gregory, English teacher, writes: Huge thanks go to Eloise Davies from form 7R 

who was rewarded for being the most generous pupil for donating more than 20 

items to the foodbank. We are so proud of how kind and selfless she, and her family, 

have been. Thank you! 

*Create Christmas decorations *Family competition: decorate a tree 

*Festive Bake-Off (Years 7-10) *Year 7 Panto at The Grange 

*Dance Show *Years 7 and 8 Movie Rewards 

*Christmas lunch in the Canteen *Carol Services 

*Christmas Quiz *Rewards Assemblies 

*Student Ambassadors hosting Christmas lunch for the elderly in the community 

*Christmas Jumper Day/Wear something festive for Save the Children 

https://www.hartfordhigh.org.uk/uploads/files/december-calendar-2023-342.pdf

