The Existence of God

Key Words The Nature of God

Theist

Atheist

Agnostic

The Design Argument

The First Cause
Argument

Eternal

Creation

Miracle

Proof

Evil

Suffering

Faith

Ultimate Reality
The Divine
Revelation

Special Revelation
General Revelation
Vision
Enlightenment
Scriptures
Omnipotence
Omniscience
Omni-Benevolence
Omnipresence

Transcendence

Monotheism

Transcendent

Just

Christianity is a monotheistic
faith meaning that they
believe in one God

The Nicene Creed states:
“We believe in One God”
The 15t Commandment given
to Moses states that there is
only one God too

Christians believe that
describing God is difficult
because of his transcendent
nature

Therefor they will often use
metaphors to describe God
while accepting that He is
beyond our understanding

Christians believe that God is
Just or fair

He is often described in the
bible as a judge who will
reward those who are good
with heaven and punish
those who are bad with hell

The Bible describes God
being able to do anything
stating that the angel Gabriel
said to Mary: “Nothing is
impossible with God.”

or everywhere

Christians believe that God is
always with us and knows
everything with makes him
wise

Omnipotent Omniscient Omni-Benevolent
=  God is omnipotent or all- God is omniscient or all- God is omni-benevolent or
powerful knowing and omni-present all-loving

Christians believe that God
cares for everyone and this
why he sent Jesus to save
mankind: “God so loved the
world that He gave his one
and only Son.”

The Design Argument

The First Cause Argument

Arguments for the Existence of God

The Argument from Miracles

William Paley argued that
the world was complex and
that parts of it appeared to
have a purpose. He argued
that this was only possible if
the world had been designed
by a designer or God.

Paley compared the world to
a watch which he saw as
evidence of a watchmaker.
Likewise, the world is
evidence of a God.

St. Thomas Aquinas
developed the most popular
way of arguing there must be
a God

He argued that everything
that exists, must have a
cause and that therefore the
universe too must have a
cause. From this, he argued
that God was the cause of
the universe.

Many people argue that the
existence of miracles are
proof that God must exist as
miracles would not happen
without him

There are two types of
miracles: Unexplainable
events that break the laws of
nature and happy
coincidences

Strengths

Strengths

Strengths

Some strengths of this
argument are:
o  The odds of the
world existing by
chance are very

Some strengths of this
argument are:
o The Big Bang
supports the idea
that the world has

Some strengths of this
argument are:
o  There are examples
of miraculous
events that science

slim a start and cause cannot explain such
as the miracles of
Lourdes
Weaknesses Weaknesses Weaknesses

Some weaknesses of this
argument are:

o  Evolution can also
explain the
appearance of
design in the world

o Ifthe world was
designed by God
then God also
designed the evil in
the world.

Some weaknesses of this
argument are:

o It begs the question
of who caused
God?

o Itcould be argued
that the Big Bang
happened by
chance

Some weaknesses of this
argument are:

o  David Hume said
that since every
religion claims
miracles, that they
can’t all be true

o  David Hume also
said that miracles
were only
witnessed by
people lacking
scientific
understanding




The Problem of Evil & Suferring Key Quotes

One of the reasons people don’t believe in God is because of suffering in the world

Some people argue that since God is omnipotent and omni-benevolent, that He would get rid of all evil
and suffering in the world. But suffering continues to exist.
Furthermore, there are different types of suffering such as moral evil (caused by people) and natural
evil (natural disasters). Some have argued that God may allow moral evil people of free-will but that this
does not explain why He allows natural evil.

Free-Will Causes Suffering

Suffering leads to Soul-Making

Christian Responses to Suffering

Some Christians argue that
the reason God allows
suffering it exist is because it
is caused by humans using
their free-will

They argue that God created
a world that was good but
that Adam and Eve brought
suffering into the world by
using their free-will to rebel
against God.

Another response to
suffering is that suffering can
lead to us becoming better
people (or having our souls
made good)

This point is made by John
Hick’s Soul-Making Theodicy
who argued that we were
evolving into the likeness of
God over time and that be
experiencing suffering, we
are developing to be better
people.

One of the most common
ways is praying to God for
guidance about suffering
Another way is to try and
help those who are suffering
This message about helping
can be seen in the Parable of
the Sheep and the Goats
where Jesus says that
ignoring a sick person is like
ignoring Jesus himself

Religious Experiences

Christians believe that God is a personal God who is deeply involved in all of our lives

As a result, He interacts with the use through religious experiences

Conversion

Mystical

Visions

Conversions are a type of
religious experience where
someone has a profound
awareness of God that
causes them to change their
religion

A famous example from the
Bible is Saul on the road to
Damascus who was blinded.
After being taken to Jesus, he
converted to a following of
Jesus and became St. Paul

Another type of religious
experience is mystical
experiences.

These are ones where
someone has a sense of the
holy or numinous.

People often describe feeling
as if they have been spoken
to by God.

William James categorised
these experiences as being
temporary, happening to
you, unexplainable and as
revealing some divine truth
to you

An example of this in the
Bible could be Moses
speaking to the burning
bush.

Visons are a form of special
revelation where people
believe that God or an Angel
has directly appeared to
them.

There are many examples of
visions in the Bible such as
the Virgin Mary being spoken
to by the Angel Gabriel who
said she was to give birth to
Jesus

Revelations refers to when someone suddenly understands a divine truth that they previously did not

understand

There are two types of revelation: General and Special Revelation
General Revelation is available to everyone and is how God reveals Himself through the natural world or

religious scriptures

Special Revelation is when God appears to a person or group directly to speak to them such as with
religious experiences or miracles

Scripture

Natural World

Your Conscience

God can reveal Himself
through the Bible such as the
Ten Commandments

God can reveal himself
through the beauty of the
world such as sunsets

Some people think your
conscience is the voice of
God inside your head

Visions and Dreams

Miracles

Reasons

Some people have religious
experiences where they have
a vision of God or an Angel
speaking to them such as the
Virgin Mary and Gabriel

Some people claim to have
experiences miracles from
God intervening in their lives
such as the miracles at
Lourdes in France.

Some people argue that
truths about God can be
understood from
philosophical arguments like
the Design Argument.

“In the absence of any
other proof, the
thumb alone would
convince me of God’s
existence.”
Isaac Newton

“In the beginning God
created the heavens
and the earth.”
Genesis 1:1

“The Big Bang... does
not contradict the
divine act of creation;
rather, it requires it.”
Pope Francis

“When there is a
prophet among you, |,
the Lord, reveal myself

to them in visions, |
speak to them in
dreams.”
Numbers 12:6

“The heavens declare
the glory of God; the
skies proclaim the
work of His hands.”
Psalm 19:1

“There is only One
who is good. If you
want to enter life,
keep the
commandments.”
Matthew 19:17

“Nothing is impossible
with God.”
Luke 1:37

“God loved the world

so much that he gave

his one and only son.”
John 3:16

“... The intent of man’s
heart is evil from his
youth.”
Genesis 8:21




