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Christianity

Human Rights

Other Faiths

Christians believe that all life is sacred and God given as we are

made in the image of God. Therefore
important

human dignity and rights are

Jesus also promoted the concept of Agape and loving your fellow

man which is another justification for

human rights

Furthermore, liberation theology is the view that Christians must
stand up for Human Rights as Oscar Romero did in his lifetime

Oscar Romeo was an archbishop in El

Salvador and was

assassinated in 1984 when he stood up to the El Salvador
government who were violating human rights

One way that Human Rights
are promoted in Judaism is
through Tzedakah or charity.
This encourages Jewish
people to donate to causes
which promote social justice

Christianity

Prejudice & Discrimination

Other Faiths

Christians believe that all humans were made in the image and
likeness of God and therefore everyone is considered a child of

God and equal

There are many examples in the Bible such as the story of the

Good Samaritan which teach that we

should not be prejudice

Furthermore, lots of Christians lie Martin Luther King have fought

for equality

The Buddha was born into
the Caste System and view it
as a form of discrimination
that comes from ignorance.
Instead, Buddhists believe in
upekkha which means
equality for everyone.

Liberal Christians

Sexism
Roman Catholics

Other Faiths

Lots of liberal Christians .
views the Bible as having
been written at a time when
women did not receive equal
rights and therefore believe
the Bible needs to be
interpreted within the
context it was written

For this reason, liberal
Christians view the roles of
men and women as being the | .
same and equal

The Church of England has
even updated the marriage
vows which use to require
women to promise to "obey"
their husbands

The vows now have both
men and women saying "to
love and cherish" instead
Furthermore, Protestant
Christians accept women
priests and bishops with the
Church of England allowing
Women Bishops from 2015
They point to teachings of
Jesus in the Bible such as
"There is neither Jew nor
Gentile, neither slave nor
free; nor is there male and
female, for you are all one in
Jesus Christ."

Catholics traditionally believe
that men and women have
equal but different roles

= There are parts in the Bible
which state that “wives,
submit to your husband” but
this is now usually
interpreted as saying that the
husband is the head of the
household and the wife’s role
is to raise children

Catholics believe that
although the roles of
different, they have equal
value with Pope John Paul Il
saying that “men should
truly esteem and love
women with total respect”
Roman Catholics do not
accept women priests as they
argue that since Jesus was a
man and when priests
performing mass they are
representing Jesus, then they
have to be men

In Hinduism, the Laws of
Manu teaches “The father
protects the woman in
childhood, the husband in
her youth and her children
in old age”

According to the Sigalovada
Sutta in Buddhism, husbands
and wives are expected each
other respectfully and the
husband should share
authority with his wife

In Judaism, men and women
are seen as having different
roles but this is not viewed as
discrimination. Furthermore,
some Mitzvot (rules only
apple to men such as the
requirement to wear the
tallith (prayer shawl)

In Judaism, some
movements such as
Orthodox Judaism only allow
men to be ordained as
Rabbis and lead worship but
other movements such as
Reform Judaism allow both
men and women to be
Rabbis

Sikhism promotes equality
with women being full
members of the Khalsa.




Religious Exclusivism

Religious Inclusivism

Religious Pluralism

Liberal Christians are split
about homosexuality

The Church of England will
allow homosexual couples
and priests but they should
not be having sex

Other Christians such as
Quakers accept
homosexuality saying “where

The Roman Catholic
churches stance is that
homosexuality is a sin
because it is condemned in
the Bible which says: “Do not
have sexual relations with a
man as one does with a
woman”

However, Catholics still

believe that homosexual
people should be treated
with compassion and
sensitivity.

there is genuine
tenderness... and the seed of
commitment, God is surely
not shut out.”

In Islam, homosexuality is
viewed as a haram and,
under Shari’ah Law, is
punishable by death.

In Buddhism, views on
homosexuality is mixed with
it widely accepted in China
and Japanese Buddhism but
condemned by the Dalai
Lama

Liberal Jews accept
homosexuality because God
made all people

Christianity

Other Faiths

Modern Christians are against produce and discrimination and
have a long history of campaigning against racism in the 20t
Century

However, in the past, slavery and injustices have been justified
from stories in the Bible including apartheid in the South Africa and
Christianity has not always treated people of different races
equally.

There are many reasons why modern day Christians are against
racism but the main one is that they believe that God created all
people in his image and likeness

Furthermore, Jesus taught that you should “love thy neighbour”
which Christians interpret as meaning your fellow man.

Jesus also taught the parable of the Good Samaritan where he told
of a man who was injured and robbed on a journey. In the story, it
was a Samaritan who was the only person to help him. This story
was told at a time when Jewish people were prejudiced against
Samaritans and so it was demonstrating not to judge people based
on their race

Christians can also point to teachings of Jesus in the Bible such as
"There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free; nor is
there male and female, for you are all one in Jesus Christ." To
show that all forms of prejudice including racism is wrong

An example of a Christian who stood up for racial equality is
Martin Luther King who organised the Montgomery Bus Boycott
to end segregation in the USA after Rosa Parks was arrested

In Hinduism, many people
still accept the caste system
which is based on the ancient
Hindu varna system. Under
the caste system people are
born into different social
groups with different status.
One group is called the
untouchables and are the
lowest social group. Many
people view this element of
Hinduism as discriminatory.
However, many Hindu
leaders nowadays have
campaigned against the caste
system including Mahatma
Gandhi

In Islam, there are many
examples of the Prophet
Muhammad preaches against
racism including saying that
“No Arab is superior to a
non-Arab, no coloured
person to a white person,
nor a white person to a
coloured person.”
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Christianity

Other Faiths

Christianity teaches that being extremely wealthy may be an issue
as there are many passages in the Bible such as: “For the love of
money is the root of all evil.”

Because of this, Christians believe that they have a responsibility to
look after their fellow man and so will often donate money to
charity.

Another part of the Bible says “For | was hungry and you gave me
something to eat, | was thirsty and you gave me something to
drink, | was a stranger and you invited me in” which many
Christians believe is teaching them that they should look after and
help those in poverty.

There is also a story in the Bible of Jesus telling a young rich men to
“Go and sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you
will have treasure in heaven.”

Therefore, there are many Christian charities such as Christian Aid
and the Catholic Agency for Overseas Development (CAFOD)

Buddhists must act with love
and compassion to those
living in poverty and so many
are actively involved in
charity. They are told that
“whoever in your kingdom is
poor, to him let some help
be given.”

One of the Five Pillars of
Islam which all Muslims are
required to do is Zakah. This
is the paying of alms and
requires Muslims to donate
2.5% of their wealth to those
in need every year.

Key Quotes

“For God so loved the
world that He gave His
one and only Son, that
whoever believes in
Him should not perish
but have eternal life.”
John 3.16

“God has no
favourites but that
anybody of any
nationality who fears
God and does what is
right is acceptable to
Him.”

Acts 10:34

“There is neither Jew
nor Greek, slave nor
free, male nor female,
for you are all one in
Christ Jesus.”
Galatians 3:28

“Love your enemies
and pray for those
who persecute you.”
Matthew 5:44

“The love of money is
the root of all evil.”
1 Timothy 6:10

“Then God said ‘Let us
make mankind in our
image and in our
likeness.””
Genesis 1:26

“For | was hungry and
you gave me
something to eat, |
was thirst and you
gave me something to
drink, | was a stranger
and you invited me
in.”
Matthew 25:31

“Go and sell
everything you have
and give to the poor

and you will have
treasure in heaven.

Mark 10:17
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