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War & Peace 

Liberal Christians Catholicism Other Faiths 

▪ All Christians prefer peace to 
war but to what extent war is 
okay is debated 

▪ Quakers are pacifists and 
believe that all war and 
violence is always wrong and 
therefore refuse to fight in 
wars. 

▪ During World War II, many 
Quakers refused to fight and 
were arrested and put in 
prison (they were called 
‘Conscientious Objectors’). 

▪ Most Roman Catholics 
believe peace is important 
and that you should try to 
avoid war.  

▪ However, Roman Catholics 
do accept that sometimes 
war is okay.  

▪ St. Thomas Aquinas put 
forward some rules for when 
it is okay for a Christian to go 
to war. These rules are called 
‘Just War Theory’ 

▪ Islam promotes peace over 
war and teaches that 
Muslims should try to solve 
conflicts peacefully. The 
word Islam even comes from 
the Arabic word meaning 
peace. 

▪ In Sikhism, Guru Gobind 
Singh founded the Khalsa  
who are required to stand up 
to injustice. In the past this 
has included fighting in wars 
for religion freedom 

 

Holy War 

Liberal Christians Catholicism Other Faiths 

▪ Nowadays the concept of 
Holy Wars is rejected by 
most types of Christians 

▪ Instead, Liberal Christians try 
to promote to concept of 
Interfaith Dialogue to better 
promote peace between all 
religions 

▪ In the past, there has been 
disagreements in Northern 
Ireland between Protestants 
and Catholics (although this 
was a political war and not 
really a Holy War) but now 
charities such as Corrymeela 
work to promote peace 
between these two types of 
Christians. 

▪ The concept of Holy Wars or 
wars on behalf of God was 
developed at a time when 
the Catholic Church was 
political powerful 

▪ The most famous example of 
Christian Holy Wars are the 
Crusades in the 11th and 13th 
Century 

▪ These were Holy Wars 
ordered by the Popes of the 
time and aimed to recover 
the city of Jerusalem for 
Christianity from Islam 

▪ However, nowadays, the 
concept of Holy Wars is 
rejected by the Catholic 
Church. 

▪ In Judaism there is the 
concept of a Milchemet 
Mitzvah which is a war 
commanded by God and is 
essentially a Holy War. 
However, one of the key 
parts of this concept is that 
this war is only to protect 
those who were attacked 
first such as when Joshua 
returned to the Promised 
Land. 

 

Just War Theory  

Liberal Christians Catholicism Other Faiths 

▪ Liberal Christians may accept 
war in some cases but tend 
to prefer peace 

▪ In the Bible, Jesus said 
“blessed are the peace-
makers” and to “turn the 
other cheek” which both 
support the idea the peace is 
preferable. 

▪ Furthermore, one of the Ten 
Commandments: “Thou 
Shall Not Kill.”  

▪ Just War Theory refers to the 
conditions that Catholic 
theologian St. Thomas 
Aquinas put forward for 
when war was justified. 

▪ St. Aquinas argued that a 
war must have a Just Cause, 
be declared by a Proper 
Authority and aim to 
promote good 

▪ The Catholic Church later 
added that war must be a 
Last Resort. 

▪ The closest concept to Just 
War Theory in other religions 
is the Islamic concept of the 
Lesser Jihid which gives the 
conditions for when war is 
okay. Like Just War Theory , 
it says it needs a Just Cause 
and should be a Last Resort. 

▪ In Sikhism the concept of 
Dharam Yudh is similar to 
Just War Theory and says 
that wars can be fought in 
self-defence 

 

Terrorism 

▪ No religion supports terrorism and all religious leaders have condemned terrorist acts when they have 
occurred 

▪ However, there have been terrorist acts that have been declared by people who have claimed they have 
done so in the name of their religion (but these people do not represent what religion believe) 

▪ It is important to remember that the majority of people of every religion are appalled when a terrorist 
act is declared in the name of their religion and terrorists do not represent the views of the majority.   
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Key Quotes 

 
“Love your enemies 
and pray for those 

who persecute you.” 
Matthew 5:44 

 
“If anyone strikes you 

on the right cheek, 
turn to him the other 

also.” 
Matthew 5:39 

 
“Blessed are the 

peacemakers; for they 
shall be called the 
children of God.” 

Matthew 5:9 
 

“Thou shall not kill” 
Exodus 20:13 

 
“Love thy neighbour 

as thyself.” 
Matthew 22:39 

 
“Nations will not take 

up sword against 
nation; nor will they 

train for war 
anymore.” 
Isaiah 2:4 

 
“Do not repay anyone 

evil for evil.. If it is 
possible… live at 

peace with everyone.” 
Romans 12:17 

 
“If there is serious 

injury, you are to take 
life for life, eye for 

eye, tooth for tooth.” 
Exodus 21:23 

 
“All her draw the 

sword shall die by the 
sword.” 

Matthew 26:52 
 

“Forgive us for our 
sins as we forgive 

those who sin against 
us.” 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 
  

 
 

 
 

Pacifism 

Liberal Christians Catholicism Other Faiths 

▪ Pacifism is the rejection of all 
violence and war. 

▪ It is not accepted by all 
Liberal Christians but some 
Liberal Christian groups do 
promote it such as Quakers 

▪ In the Bible, Jesus said 
“blessed are the peace-
makers” and to “turn the 
other cheek” which both 
support the idea the peace is 
preferable. 

▪ Furthermore, one of the Ten 
Commandments: “Thou 
Shall Not Kill.” 

▪ Roman Catholics are not 
pacifists as they accept that 
war is sometimes necessary. 

▪ They might point to passages 
in the Bible which allows 
retaliation in self-defence 
such as “If there is serious 
injury; you are to take life 
for a life, eye for an eye, 
tooth for a tooth.” 

▪ They may also argue war is 
justified to defend people as 
Psalms 82 says to “rescue 
them from the powers of 
evil men.” 

▪ Although Muslims prefer 
peace to war, there is no 
concept of pacifism in Islam 
and both the Qur’an and 
Hadith teach that some wars 
are necessary and justified. 

▪ Similarly, Judaism is not a 
pacifist religion but it does 
promote peace over war 
where possible. 

▪ Many Hindus describe 
themselves as pacifists 
because of the concept of 
Ahimsa which says not to 
harm another living being. 

 

Non-Violent Protest 

Christianity Other Faiths 

▪ Many Christians have promoted non-violent protests or non-
violent resistance as an alternative to other means 

▪ Some of the most famous examples of non-violent protests are 
examples of Civil Disobedience such as Sit-Ins, Marches and 
Strikes. 

▪ Martin Luther King Jr is an example of a Christian who used non-
violence protest to bring about change in 1950s America. He 
organised the Montgomery Bus Boycott in Alabama following the 
arrest of Rosa Parks. This is when people refused to use the bus 
companies in Alabama causing them to lose money. 

▪ A key concept in Hinduism is 
the concept of Ahimsa which 
means not to hurt a living 
being. It was because of this 
concept that Gandhi 
promoted non-violent 
protests such as the Salt 
Match to achieve 
independence in India in the 
1940s. 

 

Victims of War 

Liberal Christians Catholicism Other Faiths 

▪ Christian Aid was set up in 
the 1940s with the aim to 
held end poverty anywhere 
in the world 

▪ War is one of the biggest 
causes of poverty and so they 
have worked a lot supporting 
victims of work 

▪ Recently, they have 
campaigned raising 
awareness for victims of 
conflicts in Gaza and Syria 

▪ May Christian charities 
support victims of war such 
as CAFOD (the Catholic 
Agency for Overseas 
Development) 

▪ CAFOD aims to rehabilitate 
child soldiers by offering 
them education, counselling 
and support. 

▪ CAFOD will also support 
refugees fleeing conflict by 
providing aid 

▪ In Judaism, there is the 
Jewish Peace Fellowship 
which is a non-violent charity 
that aims to support victims 
of war and bring peace. It 
works very closely in Israel 
trying to promote Interfaith 
Dialogue between Jewish 
and Palestinian groups.  

▪ Khalsa Aid is an example of a 
Sikh charity that supports 
victims of war 

 

Forgiveness & Reconciliation 

Christianity Other Faiths 

▪ Forgiveness is one of the most important ideas in Christianity. 
▪ Jesus taught people that they should ‘turn the other cheek’ when 

someone harms them and this is one reason why many Christians 
believe forgiveness is preferred to retaliation 

▪ There are also stories about Jesus forgiving people such as Jesus 
asking God to forgive the Romans when he was being crucified on 
the cross.  

▪ Similarly when Jesus was asked how many to forgive someone he 
said not seven times but seventy-seven implying that we should 
always try to forgive 

▪ Furthermore, the Lord’s Prayer has the lines: ‘Forgive us as we 
forgive those who sin against us’ which shows how important 
forgiveness is. 

▪ An example of a Christian who has shown forgiveness is Gee 
Walker who has said she will forgive the killers of her son (Anthony 
Walker) when they come out of prison. 

▪ In Islam, forgiveness is one 
of the highest acts of 
kindness that can be done. 
The Qur’an even says that: 
“Paradise is for… those who 
curb their anger and forgive 
their fellow men.” 

▪ In Judaism, forgiveness is a 
duty or mitzvah that Jewish 
people should try their best 
to follow. Furthermore, 
Judaism places great 
emphasis on teshuva or 
repentance and so Jewish 
people will try to make up for 
the wrong actions 

 
 
 


