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Liberal Christians

Catholicism

Other Faiths

Liberal Christians are split
about homosexuality

The Church of England will
allow homosexual couples
and priests but they should
not be having sex

Other Christians such as
Quakers accept
homosexuality saying
“where there is genuine
tenderness... and the seed of
commitment, God is surely
not shut out.”

The Roman Catholic
churches stance is that
homosexuality is a sin
because it is condemned in
the Bible which says: “Do not
have sexual relations with a
man as one does with a
woman”

However, Catholics still
believe that homosexual
people should be treated
with compassion and
sensitivity.

In Islam, homosexuality is
viewed as a haram and,
under Shari’ah Law, is
punishable by death.

In Buddhism, views on
homosexuality is mixed with
it widely accepted in Chain
and Japanese Buddhism but
condemned by the Dalai
Lama

Liberal Jews accept
homosexuality because God
made all people

Liberal Christians

Contraception
Catholicism

Other Faiths

Many liberal Christians
believe that sex is an way of
showing love as well as for
procreation and therefore
contraception is acceptable
For example, both Quakers
and Methodists believe
contraception enables a
couple to reach fulfilmentin
their relationship and express
their love

Roman Catholics believe the
purpose of sex is procreation
and therefore artificial
methods of contraception
prevents this purpose

In the Bible, God says: “Go
forth and multiple”

Despite this, many Roman
Catholic families to use
contraception to regulate
their size of their families

Although it is expected that
Sikhs will have children, the
Guru Granth Sahib does not
say anything on the matter of
contraception and so it is left
up to individual to decide
Buddhism allows the use of
contraception as long as they
have the Right Intention
such as responsible family
planning or disease control

Liberal Christians

Sex

Outside of Marraige
Catholicism
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Other Faiths

Liberal Christians are split
about premarital sex

Some Christians view sex
before marriage as okay
providing it is in a loving
relationship

Other Christians such as
American Baptists believe in
chastity and sponsor a
movement called “True Love
Waits” which argues people
should be virgins when they
get married

Roman Catholics believe that
sex should only take place
within a marriage and Pope
Pius Xl also said this in 1930
Therefore, they also in
chastity and that you should
wait until marriage to have
sex

Furthermore, adultery is also
condemned as it goes against
the Ten Commandments
which state: “Thou shall not

commit adultery”

In Hinduism, chastity is
encouraged during the first
ashrama and men and
women are expected to be
virgins when they marry
Buddhists try to avoid being
promiscuous but chastity is
not a requirement and so sex
before marriage is allowed
Orthodox Jews believe that
sex should only take place
within a marriage as the
point of sex is procreation

Liberal Christians

Marriage
Catholicism

Other Faiths

Many liberal Christians do
believe marriage is important
because it shows
commitment and love
However, liberal Christians
are more accepting of
cohabitation of a couple who
intend to get married later
Marriage is not one of the
two sacraments in
Protestantism

Roman Catholics see
marriage as an important
part of God’s plan for
creation and a gift from God
In the Bible, it says that
man’s purpose is to leave his
parents and be “united with
his wife, and they become
one flesh.”

It is one of the seven
sacraments for Catholics

Marriage is an important
aspect of life in Judaism and
mentioned many times in the
Torah. It is part of God’s plan
for people to be married.
Traditional, Hindus will have
arranged marriages because
marriage is seen as two
families joining

In Buddhism, marriage is
purely a social contract with
no religious significance.




Liberal Christians
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Many Liberal Christians do
not advocate divorce but do
accept that it may not be
possible to repair a marriage
The Church of England
therefore do allow divorcees
to get remarried but it is at
the discretion of the minister

Roman Catholics do not
divorce and remarriage
because Jesus said “Anyone
who divorces his wife,
except for unfaithfulness,
and marries another woman
commits adultery”

The Catholic church not
recognise divorces but only
annulments

Although not encouraged,
Islam does accept divorce
and remarriage. The Prophet
Muhammad said that
divorce is the most testable
of lawful things

None of the Gurus of Sikhism
divorced and so many Sikhs
try to follow this example
(although they do accept
divorce)

Liberal Christians

Catholicism

Other Faiths

Christians believe that
families play an important
role and that there are
responsibilities for everyone
Parents are responsible for
nurturing their children and
raising them Christian
Children should in return
respect and honour their
parents

Roman Catholics have very
similar views on the
importance of family as other
Christians

The Bible says that “if
anyone does not provide for
his relatives... he has denied
the faith and is worse than
an unbeliever”

Getting married and having a
family is second ashrama in
Hinduism.

Buddhists believe that
parents should have
unconditional love for their
children according to the
Metta Sutta and that in
return children have five
duties to their parents

Liberal Christians
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Lots of liberal Christians
views the Bible as having
been written at a time when
women did not receive equal
rights and therefore believe
the Bible needs to be
interpreted within the
context it was written

For this reason, liberal
Christians view the roles of
men and women as being the
same and equal

The Church of England has
even updated the marriage
vows which use to require
women to promise to “obey”
their husbands

The vows now have both
men and women saying “to
love and cherish” instead

Catholics traditionally believe
that men and women have
equal but different roles
There are parts in the Bible
which state that “wives,
submit to your husband” but
this is now usually
interpreted as saying that the
husband is the head of the
household and the wife’s role
is to raise children

Catholics believe that
although the roles of
different, they have equal
value with Pope John Paul Il
saying that “men should
truly esteem and love
women with total respect”

In Hinduism, the Laws of
Manu teaches “The father
protects the woman in
childhood, the husband in
her youth and her children in
old age”

According to the Sigalovada
Sutta in Buddhism, husbands
and wives are expected each
other respectfully and the
husband should share
authority with his wife

In Judaism, men and women
are seen as having different
roles but this is not viewed as
discrimination. Furthermore,
some Mitzvot (rules only
apple to men such as the
requirement to wear the
tallith (prayer shawl)

Liberal Christians

Catholicism

Other Faiths

Lots of Protestant Christians
accept women priests and
bishops with the Church of
England allowing Women
Bishops from 2015

They point to teachings of
Jesus in the Bible such as
“There is neither Jew nor
Gentile, neither slave nor
free; nor is there male and
female, for you are all one in
Jesus Christ.”

Roman Catholics do not
accept women priests as they
argue that since Jesus was a
man and when priests
performing mass they are
representing Jesus, then they
have to be men

In Judaism, some
movements such as
Orthodox Judaism only allow
men to be ordained as
Rabbis and lead worship but
other movements such as
Reform Judaism allow both
men and women to be
Rabbis

Sikhism promotes equality
with women being full
members of the Khalsa.

Key Quotes

“Do not have sexual
relations with a man
as one does with a
woman.”
Leviticus 18:22

“Every sexual act must
be within the
framework of

marriage.”
Pope Pius Xl (1930)

“God blessed them an
said to them ‘Be
fruitful and increase in
numbers; fill the earth
and subdue it.”
Genesis 1:28

“Anyone who does not
provide for their
relatives, and
especially for their
won household, has
denied the faith and is
worse than an
unbeliever.”

1 Timothy 5:8

“Husbands, love your
wives, just as Christ
loved the church and
gave himself up for
her.”
Ephesians 5:25

“Children, obey your
parents in everything,
for this pleases the
Lord.”
Colossians 3:20

“There is neither Jew
nor Gentile, neither
slave nor free; nor is
there male and
female, for you are all
one in Jesus Christ.”
Galatians 3:28

“Listen to your father
who gave you life.”
Proverbs 23:22




