Life & Death

Key Words

Sanctity of Life

Sanctity of Life
= Christians believe that all life is a sacred and a gift from God. This idea is called sanctity of life
. For this reason, Christians believe that only God has the right to choose when people die and that we
should not end our lives or the lives of others
=  Some of the reasons why Christians believe that life is sacred is that the Bible says that God made
mankind in his own image
. Furthermore, one of the Ten Commandment states: “Thou shall not kill.”
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Liberal Christians

Roman Catholics

Other Faiths

Some liberal Christians .
believe that the story of
creation should be .

interpreted non-literally
They say the creation story
should be understood
alongside scientific theories
about the world

They argue that the creation
story is really a metaphor to .
explain ideas about
stewardship and dominion
as it shows that God created
the world carefully and put
mankind in charge of looking
after it

Roman Catholics views on
creation is mixed.

Some believe the story of
creation is Genesis is literally
true and that it tells how God
created the world in six days
and rested on the seventh
(this is why Sunday is a day of
rest):

Other accept that the
creation story is a metaphor
and this is currently the
official stance of the Catholic
Church

For Hindus, the universe was
created by Brahma who
made the universe out of
himself. After Brahma
created the world, Hindus
believe it is Vishnu’s
responsibility to preserve the
world

There are no creation stories
in Sikhism, but they do
believe that the universe was
created by God or
Waheguru.

Islam and Judaism have
similar creation stories to
christianity

Christianity

Stewardship

Other Faiths

Christians believe that humans have a special responsibility to look

after the world as God’s creation.

One of the reasons they believe that humans must take care of the
world is because they believe that it belongs to God because of
passages in the Bible which state: “The earth is the Lord’s and

everything init.”

Furthermore, when Adam and Eve were made, God gave them
dominion over the world and told them to take care of it

There is also the Christian Declaration on Nature from 1986 which
makes it clear that humans have an interdependent relationship
with nature and therefore must not exploit the world.

Muslims believe that humans
are expected to be guardians
of khilafah of the planet and
look after the environment
A key idea of Judaism is
Tikkun Olam which means
‘repairing the world’ and
expresses the Jewish desire
to look after the world and
ensure that it continues to
exist.

Christianity

Other Faiths

Christians believe that everything in t
belong to God and so should be treat

he world, including animals
ed with respect

However, they also believe that mankind has dominion over

animals because of passages in the bible with state: “Fill the earth
and subdue it, have dominion over the fish in the sea, the birds in
the air and every living thing that moves on the earth.”

There are also many stories in the Bible which shows God expects
mankind to look after animals such as the story of Noah’s Ark
where he was instructed by God to save two of every animal
Unlike other religions, Christians do not have restrictions on what
animals they can and cannot eat and nor do they have ritual ways
of killing animals. However, Christians do believe that animals
should be killed in a kind and compassionate way

Furthermore, the Christian Declaration on Nature in 1986 stated
that “every human act of irresponsibility towards creatures is an
abomination.”

Buddhists are expected to
show metta to all creatures
because they believe in
ahimsa which is the idea of
doing no harm and not being
violent to living creatures.
Furthermore, there are
stories of the Buddha being
an animal in a previous life
which also encourages
Buddhists to be kind to
animals

In Islam, the way animals are
killed is important and they
must be killed with
compassion. Meat killed in
this way is called Halal




Liberal Christians
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Other Faiths

Liberal Christian views on
abortion are mixed but the
majority are pro-life who
allow abortion in some
situations.

For example, Quakers teach
that abortion may be okay in
situations where the
mother’s life is in danger or if
it could cause emotional
distress to her.

Quakers may argue that
allowing abortion sometimes
could be following the
teachings of Jesus such as:
“love thy neighbour.”

Roman Catholics are usually
pro-life and believe that
abortion is a sin

They believe that the life
begins at conception and
therefore abortion is the
murder of a human being
Catholics argue that all life,
including that of a foetus is
sacred because in Genesis, it
says that humans were
“made in the image of God”
However, Catholics may
allow abortion to save the
mother’s life due to the
Doctrine of Double Effect

Muslims are usually against
abortion as they agree that
life is sacred and a gift from
Allah. The Qur’an also states
“slay not your children”
which can be used to forbid
abortion.

Sikhism is against abortion
because they view human life
as a gift that should not be
wasted with the 9th Guru,
Guru Tegh Bahadur saying:
“You have obtained the
priceless jewel of this human
life; why are you uselessly
wasting it?”

Liberal Christians
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Roman Catholics

Other Faiths

Many liberal Christians will
allow IVF treatment as it
could be interpreted as
fulfilling God’s command to
“Go forth and multiply”
Many are against Embryo
Research but some allow it
as they feel it could be a
loving act to save lifes.

Roman Catholics usually
believe that IVF and Embryo
Research is playing God and
not part of God'’s plan for
creation and so forbid it
Pope Benedict XVI also has
said that embryo research
violates the dignity of human
life.

In Islam, IVF treatment is
accepted as one of the
purposes of life is to
reproduce and IVF can help
this. However, they only
believe IVF treatment is okay
if the sperm and egg is from a
married couple otherwise
they consider it adultery

Liberal Christians

Roman Catholics

Other Faiths

Many liberal Christians do
not promote euthanasia and
prefer to show kindness to
those who are in pain
through palliative care
However, some Liberal
Christians such as Quakers
do accept that euthanasia is
okay as it may be kinder to
allow someone to die with
dignity that force them to
live in pain.

They argue that euthanasia
could be showing kindness as
described by Jesus who said:
“Love thy neighbour.”

Roman Catholics believe that
euthanasia is wrong and goes
against God'’s plan for His
creation.

They argue that all life is
sacred and that the Bible tells
us: “Thou shall not murder.”
Pope Benedict XVI also has
said that euthanasia was a
false solution to the drama of
suffering.

Finally, many Catholics
believe that suffering is part
of God’s plan and that
experiencing it may make us
better people.

Judaism believes that
euthanasia is wrong and
ending a life is murder
because the Talmud teaches
that: “one who is a dying
condition is regarded as a
living person in all respects.”
Buddhism teaches that
euthanasia is wrong because
it goes against the first of the
Five Precepts which states: “I
undertake to abstain from
taking life.”

Sikhs are also against
euthanasia because the Guru
Granth Sahib says life is
sacred

Life After Death

Christians believe that their souls will live on after they die and that if they have lived a good life, they

will have an eternal life in heaven

One of the main reasons that Christians believe in an afterlife is because of passages in the Bible such as:
“God so loved the world that he gave His only son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but

have eternal life.”

Furthermore, Christians believe that the way to get into heaven is to believe in Jesus as Jesus said: “no
one gets to the Father except through me.”
Furthermore, they believe that those who rebel against God and do not accept Jesus will go to hell
which has traditionally been viewed as a real place full of pain and suffering . However, some liberal
Christians now believe that hell is a metaphor for not having God in your life

Finally, Roman Catholics teach that there is also a state called purgatory where people who have sinned
can have their souls purified before they are accepted into heaven.

Key Quotes

“To the Lord belongs
the earth, and
everything in It.”
Psalm 24.1

“Fill the earth and
subdue it, have
dominion of the fish in
the sea, the birds of
the air and every living
thing that moves on
the earth.”
Genesis 1:28

“l am now establishing
my covenant with you
and with your
descendants after you,
and with every living
creature that is with
you, all birds and
cattle, all the animals
with you on earth.”
Genesis 9:9

“God took the man
and put him in the
Garden of Eden to
work it and take care
of it.”
Genesis 2:15

“You shall not
murder.”
Exodus 20:13

“Love your neighbour
as yourself.”
Luke 10:27

“And he said, ‘Jesus,
remember me when
you come into your
kingdom.” And he said
to him, ‘Truly, | say to
you, today you will be
with me in Paradise.”
Luke 23:39

“l am the resurrection
and the life. He who
believe in me will live,
even though he dies.”
John 11:25




