Crime & Punishment

Key Words Reasons People Commit Crimes

In the UK, the main crime committed is theft with over one million thefts reported each year.
The second most committed crime in the UK is assault and violence against people
There are many sociological theories that attempt to explain why people commit crime but the main
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reasons are usually thought to be:

o  People using their free will to commit crimes
o  People being influenced by their environment such as failing at school
o  People feeling like crime is their only option

o People be influenced or pressured to commit crime by other criminals

Deterrence

Protection

Aims of Punishment

Reform

A deterrent is any
punishment where the aim of
it is to put other people off
committing the same crime
The idea behind deterrents is
that the punishments are so
off-putting that people won’t
commit crimes in the first
place

The most obvious
punishment which could be
considered a deterrent is the
death penalty and this is
sometimes referred to as the
ultimate deterrent

Another aim of punishment
might be protection where
the punishment is designed
to remove someone from a
situation so that someone
else is protected from harm
Usually, people use
punishments where the aim
is protection for crimes
which has hurt another
person

Granting someone a
restraining order could be
seen as a punishment where
the aim is to protect
someone

Some punishments are
designed to reform the
criminal and help them
develop into better people
who do not commit crimes in
the future

These punishments might
include some sort of
education such as providing
people in prisons with the
opportunity to gain new
qualifications to help them
get a legal job.

Another part of reform might
be taking part in restorative
justice indicatives
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Reparation
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Retribution is when you set a
punishment which makes the
criminal pay for the crime
they have committed

The idea behind retribution is
that the criminal should be
made to suffer or feel bad for
their crime.

Prison and the death
sentence might be viewed as
retribution punishments.

Reparation is when the
criminal should compensate
the victim.

Reparation punishments
using take the form of fines
or some other financial
penalty

It could also take the form of
completing community
service if you have done
something which has hurt
your local community

Vindication is a punishment
where the aim is to make
sure the law is respected and
that the victim feels that
justice has been served
Vindication punishments
might be something like
recording the crime on a
criminal record so that
everyone will always know
that the criminal has
committed a crime
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Other Faiths

Liberal Christians may try not
to be judgement about
criminals because of
teachings in the bible such
as: “Why do you see the
speck that is in your
brother’s eye but do not
notice the lo in your own.”
Furthermore, Liberal
Christians will try to forgive
criminals after justice has
been served because Jesus
taught forgiveness
throughout his ministry.

Roman Catholics believe that
sin is part of human nature
because of the origin sin by
Adam and Eve in the Garden
of Eden

Like, Liberal Christians,
Roman Catholics will also try
to show forgiveness to
criminals if they repent for
their actions. Confession is a
big element of Catholicism
and so Roman Catholics
believe that criminals should
recognise when they have
sinned and repent.

Buddhism believe that
criminals should be treated
with compassion but accept
that some people may do
wrong and when this
happens they should be
punished. They also believe
in karma which will mean
people are punished for their
bad deeds

In Judaism, there are many
states in the Torah and
Tenakh about treated people
fairly and having fair justice
systems




Liberal Christians

Roman Catholics

Other Faiths

Many liberal Christians
promote reform over other
types of punishment.

For this reason, lots of liberal
Christian movements have
prison chaplains to support
prisoners and help them turn
their lives around

Roman Catholics believe that
ultimate God will judge
people on their actions but
that justice is important
They will prefer punishments
with reparations so that
Criminals can repent and
make up for their crimes

In Islam, Shari’ah law sets
out the Islamic legal system
which details appropriate
punishments. Traditional
Shari’ah Law includes
corporal punishment such as
cutting off the hands of
thieves

Liberal Christians

Roman Catholics

Other Faiths

The Old Testament
traditionally justified the
Death Penalty and in
Leviticus there are a number
of crimes for which the death
sentence is listed as the
appropriate punishment
including adultery

The most famous justification
of the Death Sentence is in
Exodus which states: “A life
for a life an eye for an eye”
Nowadays, liberal Christians
are usually strongly against
the death sentence because
of Jesus’ teachings such as:
“Turn the other cheek”
Jesus also showed
forgiveness to a women who
committed adultery and told
her: “Go and do not sin
again.”

Traditionally, Roman
Catholics has seen the death
penalty as “lawful slaying”

In the Middle Ages, St.
Thomas Aquinas justified the
Death Penalty on the
grounds of protection as a
form of self-defence

Pope Innocent | and
Innocent Il have said that the
death penalty can be carried
out

The Death Penalty was also
the Catholic Church’s official
punishment for anyone who
tried to kill the Pope until the
late 1960s

However, most recently,
Pope Francis has said that
the death penalty is no
longer justified.

In Sikhism, there is no
teaching on Capital
Punishment in the Guru
Granth Sahib and so many
Sikhs interpret this as the
Death Penalty being wrong.
Furthermore, the Ten Gurus
appear to have been against
it too as none of them used it
for the criminals they
encountered

In Hinduism, some people
believe it can be used for
violent criminals because it is
used in the Mahabharata
and Ramayana

In Islam, the death sentence
is still used as part of
Shari’ah law is the Prophet
Muhammad also sentenced
people to death in his time

Christianity

Other Faiths

Forgiveness is one of the most important ideas in Christianity.
Jesus taught people that they should ‘turn the other cheek’ when
someone harms them and this is one reason why many Christians
believe forgiveness is preferred to retaliation

There are also stories about Jesus forgiving people such as Jesus
asking God to forgive the Romans when he was being crucified on

the cross.

Similarly when Jesus was asked how many to forgive someone he
said not seven times but seventy-seven implying that we should

always try to forgive

Furthermore, the Lord’s Prayer has the lines: ‘Forgive us as we
forgive those who sin against us’ which shows how important

forgiveness is.

An example of a Christian who has shown forgiveness is Gee
Walker who has said she will forgive the killers of her son (Anthony
Walker) when they come out of prison.

In Islam, forgiveness is one
of the highest acts of
kindness that can be done.
The Qur’an even says that:
“Paradise is for... those who
curb their anger and forgive
their fellow men.”

In Judaism, forgiveness is a
duty or mitzvah that Jewish
people should try their best
to follow. Furthermore,
Judaism places great
emphasis on teshuva or
repentance and so Jewish
people will try to make up for
the wrong actions

Christianity

Other Faiths

Christians believe that all life is sacred and God given as we are
made in the image of God. Therefore human dignity and rights are

important

Jesus also promoted the concept of Agape and loving your fellow
man which is another justification for human rights
Furthermore, liberation theology is the view that Christians must
stand up for Human Rights as Oscar Romero did in his lifetime

One way that Human Rights
are promoted in Judaism is
through Tzedakah or charity.
This encourages Jewish
people to donate to causes
which promote social justice

Key Quotes

“Anyone who does not
do what is right is a
not a child of God.”

1John 3:10

“Then Peter came to
Jesus and asked, ‘Lord,
how many times shall
| forgive my brother or
sister who sins against

me? Up to seven
times?’ Jesus

answered, ‘I tell you,

not seven times, but
seventy-seven times.””

Matthew 18:21

“Why you see the
speck that is in your
brother’s eye, but do
not notice the log that
is in your own eye?”
Matthew 7:3

“But if there is serious
injury, you are to take
life for life, eye for an
eye, tooth for a
tooth.”
Exodus 21:23

“You have heard that
it was said, ‘Eye for
eye, tooth for tooth.’
But I tell you, do not
resist an evil person. If
anyone slaps you on
the right cheek, turn
to them the other
cheek also.”
Matthew 5:38

“Do not repay anyone
evil for evil. Be careful
to do what is right in
the eyes of
everybody... Do not
take revenge, my
friends, but leave
room for God’s wrath,
for it is written: ‘It is
mine to revenge; | will
repay, says the Lord.”
Romans 12:17




