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The Nature of God 

Monotheism Transcendent Just 

▪ Christianity is a monotheistic 
faith meaning that they 
believe in one God 

▪ The Nicene Creed states: 
“We believe in One God” 

▪ The 1st Commandment given 
to Moses states that there is 
only one God too 

▪ Christians believe that 
describing God is difficult 
because of his transcendent 
nature 

▪ Therefor they will often use 
metaphors to describe God 
while accepting that He is 
beyond our understanding 

▪ Christians believe that God is 

Just or fair 

▪ He is often described in the 

bible as a judge who will 

reward those who are good 

with heaven and punish 

those who are bad with hell 

Omnipotent Omniscient Omni-Benevolent 

▪ God is omnipotent or all-

powerful 

▪ The Bible describes God 

being able to do anything 

stating that the angel Gabriel 

said to Mary: “Nothing is 

impossible with God.” 

▪ God is omniscient or all-

knowing and omni-present 

or everywhere 

▪ Christians believe that God is 

always with us and knows 

everything with makes him 

wise 

▪ God is omni-benevolent or 

all-loving 

▪ Christians believe that God 

cares for everyone and this 

why he sent Jesus to save 

mankind: “God so loved the 

world that He gave his one 

and only Son.” 
 

The Holy Trinity 

▪ Although Christianity believes in one God, they believe that God can be understood three ways and this 
idea is called the Holy Trinity 

God the Father God the Son God the Holy Spirit 

▪ God the Father is the idea of 
God as the creator of the 
world 

▪ This is summed up by the 
Lord’s Prayer which states: 
“Our Father, who art in 
heaven” 

▪ God the Son refers to Jesus 
who is God incarnate 

▪ Jesus was both a person an 
God and thus allows God to 
experience our pain and 
suffering with us 

▪ God the Holy Spirit is the 
idea that God is still involved 
in the world since Jesus in 
the form of a spirit that 
influences and guides us all 

 

Biblical Accounts of Creation 

▪ Christians believe that the world was created out of nothing (or ex nihilo) by God and this is described at 
the very start of the Bible in Genesis and also much later at the start of John’s Gospel 

Literal Christians Non-Literal Christians 

▪ Some Christians believe the story of creation is 
Genesis is literally true and that it tells how God 
created the world in six days and rested on the 
seventh (this is why Sunday is a day of rest): 

o Day 1: God created the Heavens and the 
Earth 

o Day 2: God create light 
o Day 3: God create land, seas, plants and 

trees 
o Day 4: God created the sun, moon and 

stars 
o Day 5: God created creatures that live in 

the sea and those that fly in the sky 
o Day 6: God create animals and humans 
o Day 7: God rested 

▪ Other Christians believe that the story of 
creation should be interpreted non-literally 
(even the Catholic Church now accepts this) 

▪ They say the creation story should be 
understood alongside scientific theories about 
the world 

▪ They argue that the creation story is really a 
metaphor to explain ideas about stewardship 
and dominion as it shows that God created the 
world carefully and put mankind in charge of 
looking after it 

 

Creation & the Problem of Evil and Suffering 

▪ Another part of the creation story is the creation of Adam and Eve which God did on the six day.  
▪ Christians believe that God instructed Adam and Eve not to eat the forbidden fruit but also gave them 

free-will 
▪ It was by using their free-will to rebel against God and eat the fruit that evil and suffering entered God’s 

creation (this is called Original Sin) 
▪ For this reason, Adam and Eve were expelled from the Garden of Eden but because God loves His 

creation, He sent Jesus to allow us all to be redeemed 
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Key Quotes 

 
“I am the Lord your 

God, who brought you 
out of Egypt, out of 
the land of slavery. 
You shall have no 
other gods before 

me.” 
Exodus 20:2 

 
“Nothing is impossible 

with God.” 
Luke 1:37 

 
“God loved the world 
so much that he gave 
his one and only son.” 

John 3:16 
 

“In the beginning, God 
created the Heavens 

and the Earth.” 
Genesis 1:1 

 
“When Jesus was 

baptised, a voice from 
the Heave said ‘You 

are my Son.’” 
Mark 1:11 

 
“You may believe that 
Jesus is the Messiah, 
the Son of God, and 

that by believing you 
may have life in His 

name.” 
John 21:31 

 
“I am the way and the 
truth and the life. No 

one comes to the 
Father except through 

me.” 
John 14.6 

 
“When he had led 

them out of the 
vicinity of Bethany, he 
lifted his hands up and 

blessed them. While 
he was blessing them, 
he left them and was 

taken up into heaven.” 
Luke 24:50 

 
 

 
 

Jesus Christ 

▪ The Gospel of Luke tells how the Virgin Mary was visited by the angel Gabriel and told how she would 
become pregnant with Jesus through the Holy Spirit. This event is referred to as the annunciation. 

▪ The story of Jesus’ birth is referred to as the nativity story and is celebrated by Christians at Christmas 
▪ Christians believe that when Jesus was born, he was God. This is the incarnation of Jesus.  
▪ Jesus grew up in a Jewish family in Nazareth and there are only a few stories of his childhood in the Bible 
▪ At the age of 30, Jesus was baptised by John the Baptist and then began teaching and performing 

miracles. One of his most famous teachings is the Sermon on the Mount.  
▪ Another key teaching of Jesus is the concept of Agape which means ‘love’. One famous parable that 

Jesus told was that of the Good Samaritan in the Gospel of Luke where Jesus tells his followers that the 
greatest commandment is “love thy neighbour as thyself.” 

▪ Christians have a number of key beliefs about Jesus and how to interpreted him: 
o Firstly, Jesus is said to be the Messiah (Hebrew for anointed one) who would bring salvation 

to mankind. 
o Secondly, Christians believe that Jesus is the Son of God as part of the Holy Trinity 
o Thirdly, Christians refer to Jesus as their Lord and Saviour because, when Jesus died, he 

atoned for the sins of all human beings who accepted him as the Son of God. 

Crucifixion Resurrection Ascension 

▪ In the Gospel of Mark, Jesus’ 
crucifixion is described. 

▪ Jesus was put on trial for 
blasphemy by Pontius Pilate 
and sentenced to death 

▪ It states that Jesus was made 
to carry his cross and wear 
crown of thorns 

▪ This event is commemorated 
on Good Friday 

▪ Three days after Jesus died 
on the cross, the Bible states 
that he was resurrected on 
Easter Sunday 

▪ He first appeared to Mary 
Magdalene and his mother 
Mary when they were visiting 
the tomb he was buried in 

▪ Belief in the resurrection is 
central for Christianity as it 
shows that Jesus defeated 
death and is proof of life 
after death 

▪ Christians believe that after 
Jesus rose from the dead, he 
did not die again but instead 
ascended to heaven 40 days 
later 

▪ This event is said to be 
witnessed by Jesus’ 11 
remaining apostles (all by 
Judas) 

▪ The ascension is considered 
by Christians proof that Jesus 
was the Son of God 

 

Life After Death 

▪ Most Christians believe in the immortality of the soul which is the idea that our souls will live on after 
we die. One of the reasons for this belief is that Jesus said: “I am the resurrection of the life. The one 
who believes in me will live, even though they die.” 

▪ Christians believe that their souls will be resurrected on the Day of Judgement when God will decide if 
people go to heaven or hell. Jesus told the parable of the sheet and the goats to explain this. 

▪ Some Christians believe Heaven and Hell are physical places but other Christians view them as a state of 
mind with Hell being the absence of God in your life 

▪ Lastly, Roman Catholics believe in a place called purgatory where your soul is made good for heaven 

Heaven Hell 

▪ Heaven is described as a place of eternal 
happiness where people know God on a 
personal level 

▪ Christians believe only those who accept Jesus 
as Son of God will get into heaven as he said: 
“No one comes to the Father except through 
me.”  

▪ Hell is described as a place of “eternal 
punishment” 

▪ However, many Christians reject this literal 
interpretation as it appears to contradict God’s 
omni-benevolence 

▪ Instead, they view Hell as a state of absence of 
God in your life because someone has chosen 
not to go to God 

 

Sin & Salvation 

▪ A key belief in Christianity is that all humans are tainted by original sin but that God sent Jesus to allow a 
way for mankind to be forgiven and achieve salvation 

▪ When Jesus died on the cross, he atoned for all of humanity’s sins and anyone who has accepted Jesus 
can be forgiven and achieve salvation. 

Salvation through Law Salvation through Grace Salvation through Spirit 

▪ Some Christians believe you 
achieve salvation through 
following God’s teachings 
and rules. 

▪ Some Christians believe that 
God’s unconditional love for 
His creation means everyone 
who accepts Jesus will be 
saved by God’s grace. 

▪ Some Christians believe that 
the Holy Spirit helps 
Christians follow God’s 
teachings and that everyone 
will sin (as we are human) 
but that the Spirit will help us 
ask for forgiveness. 

 

 
 
 


