
Plot

ACT 1

The family are celebrating Sheila and Gerald’s engagement.  Mr B states there will be no war, and the Titanic is 
unsinkable. An Inspector arrives and tells them Eva Smith has committed suicide. He urges Mr B to admit sacking her 
from his factory because she threatened to strike over unfair wages. He refuses to accept any blame. The Inspector 
encourages Sheila to admit that she caused Eva to lose her job at Milwards. She is contrite and ashamed of herself.

ACT 2

The Inspector prompts Gerald to admit having an affair with Eva Smith (now called Daisy Renton after a name 
change). Sheila consequently questions her relationship with Gerald. The Inspector coaxes Mrs B into admitting not 
helping Eva when she came to Mrs B’s charity for help when she became pregnant because of her own prejudicial 
views.  Mrs B attempts to evade blame by stating that it should be the father’s responsibility. At the end of the Act, it 
is revealed that the father of Eva’s baby was Eric.

ACT 3

Eric suggests that he raped Eva Smith which resulted in her pregnancy.  The Inspector gives his final speech about fire, 
blood and anguish.  He warns the family that if they don’t start to take responsibility for others, they will live to regret 
it.  The Inspector then leaves.  Gerald seemingly discovers that the Inspector wasn’t a real inspector.  Mr B rings to 
check and there is no Inspector Goole. Mr and Mrs B (and Gerald) celebrate. Sheila and Eric still feel guilty and can’t 
go back to how they were before. 
Right at the end, the telephone rings and they are told that a girl has just committed suicide and an inspector is on his 
way over to ask some questions. 

Key themes

GENERATIONAL DIFFERENCES: the older generation (Mr and Mrs Birling) are a symbol of capitalism, so they do not change their ways and they are reluctant to accept blame for their role in Eva’s demise.  The younger generation, on the other 
hand (Sheila and Eric) become a symbol of Socialism as the play progresses.  They accept blame and want to change; they change throughout the play, for the better.  

RESPONSIBILITY / JUSTICE - the Inspector, as Priestley’s mouthpiece, is a symbol of Socialism – he wants everyone to look after each other and to view community as very important.  He is sent to uncover the family’s wrongdoings and to make 
them see that they should take responsibility for others.  Sheila and Eric realise this, but Mr and Mrs B do not. 

GENDER INEQUALITY-Priestley anted to show his audience that there was a lot of inequality back in 1912 when it came to how women were treated. By making certain characters out to be sexist, he highlighted this problem and tried to shame 
audiences into changing their own views about gender equality too.  This is perhaps why the victim of their actions is a woman, and why she is working class (working class women were at the bottom of the pile in those times).

CLASS DIFFERENCES- Priestley wanted to highlight that inequality between the classes still existed and that the upper-classes looked down upon the working-class in post-war Britain. In An Inspector Calls, Priestley explores the theme of class 
through the treatment of working-class Eva Smith by the wealthy Birlings and Gerald Croft. 

AN INSPECTOR CALLS     Context: Key Ideas 

1912 – when the play was set. Just before WW1 (1914-18) and the sinking of the Titanic.  
JBP wanted to make sure audiences in 1945 recognised the problems of society in 1912 
before the wars (class system, capitalism, sexism) and weren’t tempted to go back to 
living like that.  He wrote the play to highlight the dangers of the capitalist lifestyle. 

1945 – when the play was written and performed.  After WW2, society changed for the 
better.  The benefits system started to be introduced and there was more equality for 
women and less of a class divide because of different classes and different genders 
integrating in order to assist with the war.  JBP supported and encouraged these 
changes and wanted to make sure he promoted them in his play by making capitalists 
like the older Birlings appear ignorant and selfish.

Socialism – JBP was a keen Socialist.  This meant that he wanted everyone to look after 
each other rather than just caring about themselves. He was trying to promote this with 
the play, by making the Socialist characters like the Inspector much more insightful  
than the capitalist ones.

Capitalism – JBP wished to challenge Capitalists – those who believe in individual profit 
over equality.  He created Mr and Mrs Birling as an emblem for capitalism, in order to
present capitalism as egocentric and regressive. 

Outdated ideas – In 1912, the social classes were segregated, women got paid less than 
men for the same work, there was no benefit system or help with unemployment or 
housing. Society was patriarchal (men ruled).

Priestley – was a broadcaster and playwright, he also served in the army in WW1. 
Priestley saw, firsthand, during WW1, men from different paths in life/ classes coming 
together and working for the common, greater good. He believed that this mantra 
should be taken forward in a broader context to make society more responsible for one 
another. When working for the BBC as a broadcaster during WW2, Priestley  broadcast a 
series of short propaganda radio shows which were credited for strengthening civilian 
morale. His left wing beliefs brought him into conflict with the government and 
influenced the birth of the welfare state. The programme was eventually cancelled by 
the BBC for being too critical of the government.   

Characters

Mr Birling 
The father. He is egocentric and capitalist businessman who works against social equality due to his own greed.  He 
sacks Eva from his factory when she asks for equal pay for women and threatens a strike.

Mrs Birling
The mother. She is a superior and conceited capitalist who believes everyone is responsible for themselves.  She 
doesn’t help Eva when she comes to the charity for help because of her own prejudicial views against the 
proletariat. 

Inspector
The interrogator. He is Priestley’s mouthpiece (represents JBP’s personal views) and a keen Socialist who fights for 
collective responsibility and encourages the Birlings to re-evaluate their outlook and their actions.

Sheila

The daughter.  She wrongly causes Eva to lose her job because she purposely misinterprets her actions. Sheila is 
initially ignorant of her privilege but transform her views as the play progresses and she eventually feels sympathy  
for Eva Smith’s plight  and starts to adopt increasingly Socialist views. By the end of the play, there is a huge 
disparity between Sheila’s views and those of her parents. 

Eric

The son.  Priestley hints that Eric is an alcoholic and it is heavily implied that his sexual encounter with Eva is not 
consensual and that she was raped.  As a result of this, Eva falls pregnant  and Eric resorts to stealing from his dad 
to give Eva money. 

Gerald

Sheila’s fiancé. Gerald is a businessman who has capitalist ideals and has similar political beliefs  to Mr Birling. He 
shows some regret for his affair with Eva, but does not seem sincere in making any long-term changes to his 
beliefs.



Dramatic
Techniques 

Dramatic Irony When the audience knows something that the characters don’t. Used usually to create tension or humour. 

Tension A dramatic device used to create a sense of suspense or to make the audience feel on edge; tension is often created through the use of cliff-hangers

Monologue A speech of some length which is usually directed to a second person, without them interrupting. 

Interruptions When characters cut into the speech of other characters and stop them from speaking. 

Contrast When two things are strikingly different to one another, serving to heighten their differences further. 

Repetition When a word or phrase is noticeably repeated throughout a sentence/ paragraph/ whole text 

Cyclical structure When the opening of the story is mirrored, or is repeated  at the end of the story – usually in order to convey a message about change (or lack thereof) 



Language Techniques Definition Example 

Rhetorical question A question asked in order to prompt further thought or to 

make a point rather than to get an answer. 

If not me, then who? If not now, then when? 

Anecdote A very short story that is significant to the topic at hand; 

usually adding personal knowledge or experience to the topic. 

I once had a border collie. She was so smart. Every morning, I'd open up 

the front door and she'd run out, pick up the newspaper, and deliver it to 

my husband at the breakfast table.
Simile A descriptive technique that compares one thing with another, 

usually using 'as' or 'like‘.

He is as determinedly dishonest as a politician attempting to cover his 

latest immoral decision. 

Emotive language Words/ phrases deliberately used to evoke a powerful feeling 

from the reader i.e. sympathy, anger. 

I find the notion that I am not  worthy of voting for my country’s next 

leader because of my age, both demeaning and deeply insulting.

Statistic A fact that is supported by numerical data. The Trussell Trust’s foodbank network distributed 1,332,952 three day 

emergency food supplies to people in crisis, a 13% increase on the 

previous year. 484,026 of these went to children.
Flattery Deliberately complimenting the reader. The very fact that you are reading this article suggests that you are  

compassionate and understanding of the plight of your fellow man. 
Hyperbole Deliberately exaggerated language. He was so obnoxious; I was hoping he would be arrested on the spot and 

given a very long prison sentence purely for not saying please or thank 

you. 
Humour Describing a surprising or unexpected  reaction to an event/ 

person/ object to create amusement 

My brother may look angelic but do not be fooled by his toddler 

aesthetic: he is a tiny-but very real-psychopath. 

Rule of three Using three words/phrases to add substance to what you’re 

saying. 

Increased costs; customer dissatisfaction and a decrease in employee 

morale are just three reasons why this simply could not go ahead. 

Fact Something that is known or proven to be true. People enjoy feeling good. This is scientifically proven. 

Eye-witness 

quotation/ expert 

quotation

Direct speech from a person who witnessed an event/ direct 

speech from someone who has an in-depth understanding of 

the topic.

The British Nursing Association said the move was “hugely concerning” 

and a stark example of the “extreme workforce pressure” at NHS 

emergency services, which are facing rising demand while recruitment 

and retention of nurses gets harder.

Text Types 

Letter

❑the use of addresses & 
date
❑a formal mode of 
address e.g. Dear 
Sir/Madam or a named 
recipient 
❑effectively/fluently 
sequenced paragraphs
❑an appropriate mode 
of signing off: Yours 
sincerely/faithfully. 

Article

❑Broadsheet = 
formal/Local or tabloid = 
informal
❑a clear/apt/original 
title 
❑a strapline & 
subheadings
❑an introductory 
(overview) paragraph 
❑effectively/fluently 
sequenced paragraphs. 

Speech
(text 
only)

❑a clear address to an 
audience 
❑effective/fluently 
linked sections to 
indicate sequence 
❑rhetorical indicators 
that an audience is being 
addressed 

Language Paper 2- Viewpoint Writing

Structure for Viewpoint Writing

Drop Open your writing with an ‘imagine’ scenario: describe an extreme scenario using imagery and descriptive techniques, then link it to your viewpoint

Anecdote Include a story (real or made up!) which supports the viewpoint you introduced in the drop paragraph

Research Include wider evidence to support your point – use facts, statistics, and eye-witnesses here

Counter Argument Suggest why somebody might disagree with you – then explain why they are wrong

Rhetorical Challenge Link back to your drop paragraph, and ask your reader/audience for their support by using a series of rhetorical questions



Q2/ Q4 Language 
Features

Definition Example 

Metaphor A descriptive technique that names a 
person, thing or action as something 
else.

The mesmerising circus was a magnet for 
the children. 

Simile A descriptive technique that compares 
one thing with another, usually using 
'as' or 'like‘.

The horse’s majestic mane was like fire.

Personification Describing an inanimate object as 
having human feelings. 

The carpet lamented the demise of his 
beloved hoover. 

Zoomorphism A technique in which animal attributes 
are imposed upon non-animal objects, 
humans, and events.

The maid had a brusque manner; she 
snarled at anyone who dared to approach 
her. 

Imagery A technique in which the author appeals 
to the senses i.e. seeing, hearing, 
touching.

The earthy, unmistakable aroma of coffee 
weaved through the air. 

Semantic field Words from a the semantic field are 
part of a common category. 

The writer includes a series of words from 
the semantic field of nature, 
‘Seedling…hedge…..plant’. 

Intensifier A word, especially an adverb or 
adjective, that has little meaning itself 
but is used to add emphasis to another 
adjective, verb, or adverb. 

He was too dispirited to continue.
The contract was very confusing.
The card was extremely sentimental. 

Minimiser A word that is used to make another 
adjective, verb or adverb sound lesser. 

She was slightly traumatised. 
They were just considering it. 
We were a little forlorn. 

Listing When the writer includes several 
words/ phrases/ ideas, one after the 
other. 

The familiar tapping, scratching, tearing 
and shouting echoed down the street. 

Oxymoron A phrase combining two or more 
contradictory terms.

There was a deafening silence.

Pathetic fallacy A type of personification where 
emotions are given to a setting, an 
object or the weather.

The clouds crowded together suspiciously 
overhead as the sky darkened 
forebodingly. 

Q3/ Q4 Structural 
Features 

Definition 

Opening The first mood/ image of the text. 

Cyclical When end of the text repeats an idea/ character/ setting from the opening. 

Widening/ 
narrowing the 
perspective 

When the writer switches from a broader overview (i.e. describing a crowd) to a more specific point of view (i.e. an individual). 

Character 
development 

When the writer presents a character differently as the text progresses. 

Repetition When a word/ phrase is noticeably repeated throughout a sentence/ paragraph/ whole text. 

Shift in tense When the writer deliberately changes tense i.e. I was powerless, I was beaten, I was a wreck. I will never feel that way again. 

Juxtaposition Two ideas placed together for contrasting effect. 

Foreshadowing A warning/ hint about what is going to happen next. 

Introduction of 
speech

Direct speech between characters. 

Change of mood/ 
tone 

When the writer alters the overall feeling of the text. 

Shift in focus Focusing on a different topic/ place/ character. 

Shift in the 
narrator’s point of 
view

When the speaker (the voice telling the story) changes their mind about something. 

Connections/ links 
across paragraphs 

A pattern that can be identified across the text. 

Ending The final mood/image of the text. 

Q2/ 4 Word class Definition Example

Verb A verb is a word or set of words that shows action (runs, is going, has been painting); feeling 
(loves, envies); or state of being (am, are, is, have been, was, seem)..

The normally subdued child, tore off the 
wrapping paper and beamed at her gift. 
She was elated. 

Adverb An adverb labels how, when or where something happens (and they often end in ‘–ly’). The dog growled menacingly whenever the 
inquisitive bird flew gracefully towards the 
window. 

Noun

Pronoun

Nouns are names, places and things; they also signify imagined things like ‘a ghost’; and ideas 
or concepts, such as ‘love’, ‘guilt’ or ‘fate’.
Words used instead of a noun i.e. ‘he’, ‘she’, ‘they’, ‘it’. 

The was a flash of hope in his eyes as he 
looked through the window. 
She was surprised it was happening. 

Adjective An adjective is a describing word or phrase that adds qualities to a noun. It normally comes 
before a noun, or after verbs like ‘am’, ‘is’, ‘was’, ‘appears’ or ‘seems’.

He was normally such an insular character; 
his newly vibrant demeanour had surprised 
everyone. 

Preposition Prepositions are short words and phrases that give information about place, time and manner The money was hidden under the bed, 
beside the old duvet, on top of the shoe 
box.

Sentence types Examples 

Imperative 
(giving a command)

Accept that there is nothing to be done. 
Change the way you think. 
Pick up the litter. 

Declarative 
(stating information)

It is wrong to assume that everyone is as fortunate as you. 
There was a disconcerting quality to his grin. 
As a group, they felt forlorn by their lack of freedom. 

Interrogative 
(asking a question. They 
end with a question mark) 

Was it everything you wished for? 
How could she not feel exasperated by their ignorance? 

Exclamatory
(expressing a heightened 
emotion. They end with an 
exclamation mark)

I felt obliged! 
I have resigned myself to the fact that nothing can be done! 
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Poem Content and Meaning 

Ozymandias
1819 

A traveler tells the poet that two huge stone legs stand in the desert. Near them on the sand lies a damaged stone head. The face is distinguished by a frown and a sneer which the sculptor carved on the features. On the pedestal are inscribed the words "My name 
is Ozymandias, king of kings: / Look on my works, ye Mighty, and despair!" Around the huge fragments stretches the empty desert.

London
1792

The speaker wanders through the streets of London and comments on his observations. He sees despair in the faces of the people he meets and  hears fears and repression in their voices. The woeful cry of the chimney-sweeper stands as a criticism to the Church,
and the blood of a soldier is seen to be staining the walls of a  palace. The night time is just as harrowing; the cursing of prostitutes corrupts the babies and tarnishes marriage and death.    

The Prelude 
1799

The poet describes how as a youth he stole a boat and rowed one night across a lake. At the climax of this experience, he imagined that a mountain peak beyond the lake became a presence which reared up and menaced him because 
of his misdeed in taking the boat. He confides that for some time thereafter he struggled with the idea that nature has the capacity to torment mankind in such a way. The experience gives him a new respect for nature. 

My Last Duchess 
1842

The poem is based on Alfonso, the Duke of Ferrara, from  the 16th century. The Duke is the speaker of the poem and tells us he is entertaining a messenger who has come to negotiate the Duke’s marriage to the daughter of another powerful family (he has 
recently been widowed). As he shows the visitor through his palace, he stops before a portrait of his late Duchess. The Duke begins reminiscing about the painting sessions and then about the Duchess herself. He then talks about her disgraceful behaviour as he 
claims she flirted with everyone and did not appreciate him.  As the monologue continues, the Duke reveals that he is the one responsible for the Duchess’ death, after this, he returns to the business of arranging another marriage.      

Charge of the 
Light Brigade 
1854

The poem tells the story of the failed charge of the British cavalry in the Battle of Balaklava in October 1854. Britain was fighting against Russian forces in the Crimean War.
A cavalry group (soldiers on horses) , the Light Brigade, was ordered to charge down a narrow valley straight into the fire of Russian cannons. It was a huge catastrophe and 150 soldiers died. The men were respected for following orders, even though they knew 
they may be wrong but the disaster caused public outrage as the British public began to question the politicians and generals who led them. 

Exposure
1917

The poem focuses on the misery felt by World War One soldiers waiting overnight in the trenches. Although nothing is happening and there is no fighting, there is still danger because they are exposed to the extreme cold and their 
wait through the night is terrifying. The speaker describes the trauma of living and struggling in such poor conditions; there is a sense of despair and of lost hope. If being ‘exposed’ to gunfire does not kill them, then exposure to the 
brutal weather conditions might do. Alongside the more obvious meanings of the title, there is also the idea that Owen has set out to expose the conditions the soldiers have experienced to the world and in doing so expose the 
government’s negligence of the soldiers’ situation. 

Storm on the 
Island 

Storm On The Island is a poem that can be taken literally, as a dramatic monologue on the life and attitude of island people facing a storm, or it can be understood as an extended metaphor of political struggle on the island of Ireland.

Bayonet Charge 
1957

The poem depicts the thoughts and feelings of an inexperienced soldier as he makes his way across no-man’s land in pursuit of attacking the enemy. On his journey, he sees how not only is humanity destroyed by war, but also nature – suggesting that the effects 
of war are universal and impacts both far and wide.  

Remains 
2008

The poem focuses on a soldier who is haunted by a violent memory of being at war. He tells how he and his comrades opened fire on a looter who may or may not have been armed, and they shot him dead. Later the soldier thinks about the 
shooting every time he walks down the street. Then later again, when he returns home he is still haunted by the thought of what he has done. He tries drink and drugs to drown out the memory, but they do not work. The final lines 
show that the memory was not left behind in the place of war in a distant land, but is with the speaker all the time. 

Poppies 
2009

The poem is about the grief a mother experiences, particularly when her son goes to fight at war. The mother expresses her feelings at different moments of her son’s life: when he is young, when the son leaves to go to war and finally the death of her son.  

War 
Photographer
1985 

Duffy's poem is about how we deal with the suffering of others, who might be faraway. It takes the character of a war photographer to represent someone more involved and committed than we in the western world are. The 
photographer finds it difficult to have to record the harrowing events of war, without actually being able to help those who he takes the photograph of.Duffy provokes us to consider our own response when confronted with the 
photographs that we regularly see in our newspaper supplements, and why so many of us have become desensitised to these images. 

Tissue 
2006

The poem explores the conflicts and troubles of the modern world; destruction, religion, war and politics, money and wealth. The poem remarks on how nothing is meant to last, that it would be better not to hold too tightly to ideas/ buildings/ societal structures 
that have not been questioned for a long time, and instead we should be willing to let go and pass things on in their time to be remade. 

The Emigree A displaced person pictures the country and the city where he or she was born. However, Rumens suggests it may now be war-torn, or under the control of a dictatorial government that has banned the language the speaker once knew. Despite this, nothing 
shakes the light-filled impression of a perfect place that the their childhood memories have left. This shows the power that places can have, even over people who have left them long ago and who have never revisited since.

Checking Out Me 
History 

This poem is an expression of the anger and the frustration that Agard feels about the British education system and the way he feels as though he has not been taught nor exposed to the history of his own culture. He suggests that he feels ignorant of his own 
background and identity as white history is prioritised in the history teaching of schools. 

Kamikaze The poem is set around the events of a kamikaze pilot flying to war and then turning back before it was too late. Kamikaze pilots were expected to use up all their weapons and then suicide by flying into their targets as a final act of destruction. It was considered a 
great honour in Japan to die for your country. 

Power and Conflict Poetry  



Poem Context 

Ozymandias
1819 

The poem was inspired by the unearthing of part of a large statue of the Egyptian Pharoah, Ramesses II. The Egyptian Pharaohs like Ramesses believed themselves to be gods in mortal form and that their legacy would last forever. Shelley was critical of the 
monarchy and government in England and sympathised with the ideas behind the French Revolution (rebelling against those who were born into positions of authority). ‘Ozymandias’ can be read as a criticism of undemocratic or tyrannical governments, reflecting 
Shelley’s socialist views.

London
1792

The poem is set during the Georgian era in England where there was a huge disparity between the rich and poor and child labour was common. Women had few rights, death rates from disease and malnutrition were high and the industrial revolution has resulted 
in many oppressive factories in which poorer members of society were desperate to work (in order to escape poverty) but the conditions were terrible and they were not paid adequately. 
During the late eighteenth century the French Revolution (a rebellion against those who were born into positions of authority) was taking place, and a sense of uprising against authority was spreading. Blake openly supported this. 

The Prelude 
1799

Wordsworth was part of the Romantic movement which means that he believed that nature ought to be respected above all else and that man’s curiosity should be discouraged as it risked ruining the purity and beauty of nature.  
Wordsworth believed  that, upon being born, human beings move from a perfect, idealised state into the imperfect, un-ideal earth. He believed that humans should connect to their natural surroundings in order to discover their true, uncorrupted selves. 

My Last Duchess 
1842

This poem is based on historical events. Duke Alfonso II of Modena and Ferrara (1559–1597) married Lucrezia de’Medici in June 1558. She was the first of his three wives and is believed to be ‘the last duchess’ of the poem. She died four years after her wedding. 
During the Victorian era, the idea was that upper and middle class women had to stay dependent on a man: first as a daughter and later as a wife. Once married, it was extremely difficult for a woman to obtain a divorce. Men the right to divorce their wives on the 
grounds of adultery. However, married women were not able to obtain a divorce if they discovered that their husbands had been unfaithful. Although institutions were set up during the Victorian era to help victims of domestic violence, physical force between 
husbands and wives was worryingly common during this period. 

Charge of the 
Light Brigade 
1854

The poem tells the story of the failed charge of the British cavalry in the Battle of Balaklava in October 1854. Britain was fighting against Russian forces in the Crimean War.
A cavalry group (soldiers on horses) , the Light Brigade, was ordered to charge down a narrow valley straight into the fire of Russian cannons. It was a huge catastrophe and 150 soldiers died. The men were respected for following orders, even though they knew 
they may be wrong but the disaster caused public outrage as the British public began to question the politicians and generals who led them. 

Exposure
1917

Wilfred Owen was a soldier and officer in World War 1. He died just a week before the end of the war but during his time he saw the full horror of conditions on the front line and he felt angry at the way that young men had been deceived into fighting in such 
terrible conditions. 
World War One began in 1914 and at first it was predicted that it would end swiftly. However, the war went on for much longer and during the winter of 1917 both sides had sustained massive losses and extreme cold weather made the misery even worse. It was 
said to be the coldest winter in living memory. As a result ofliving in the trenches, soldiers suffered from hypothermia and frostbite and many developed trench foot (a crippling disease caused by feet being wet and cold and confined in boots for days on end). 

Storm on the 
Island 

Seamus Heaney was a poet in Ireland, he grew up in a farming community and he uses a large number of agricultural and natural images in his work as metaphors for human nature.
The poem is set around a story of a small isolated cottage near the sea in a storm and the exposure to the elements. The violence of the storm in the poem could also be a metaphor for the Troubles which was a series of conflicts between Ireland and Britain. 

Bayonet Charge 
1957

This poem was heavily influenced by the fact that Hughes’ father was a veteran of the First World War. The poem outlines the horrific conditions that soldiers experienced on the battle field in WW1. Particularly at the start of the war when a consistent training 
programme had yet to be put in place, some soldiers were sent to battle with very limited training. Hughes also explores the idea that many soldiers were conscripted (they were legally obliged to go) to fight in WW1 and therefore did not always understand or 
support what they were fighting for. 

Remains 
2008

Armitage made a film  and a collection of poems called ‘The Not Dead’. In preparation for this work, he interviewed veteran soldiers of different wars, including the Gulf War. The reference to ‘desert sand’ in this poem suggests that it reflects the experiences of 
soldiers in the Gulf War. Armitage made the series to highlight the plight of soldiers suffering from Post Traumatic Stress Disorder. Today, veterans of any nation still have the highest rate of suicide among the general populace and Armitage wanted to highlight 
that soldiers suffer long after their service ends. 

Poppies 
2009

Weir’s poem ‘Poppies’ was commissioned as part of a collection of modern war poems which were published in the Guardian in 2009, as part of a response to the escalating conflict in Afghanistan and the Iraq inquiry.
Weir commented, ‘I wrote the piece from a woman's perspective, which is quite rare, as most poets who write about war have been men. As the mother of two teenage boys, I tried to put across how I might feel if they were fighting in a war zone.’

War 
Photographer
1985 

Duffy was inspired to write this poem by her friendship with a war photographer. She was especially intrigued by the strange challenge faced by these people whose job requires them to record terrible events without being able to directly help their subjects. 
Throughout the poem, Duffy encourages the reader to consider our own response when confronted with the photographs that we regularly see in our newspaper supplements, and why so many of us have become desensitised to these images. The ‘children 
running in a nightmare heat’ is based on an iconic image of a girl running away from a napalm attack on her village. 

Tissue 
2006

The poem explores the conflicts and troubles of the modern world; destruction, religion, war and politics, money and wealth. The poem remarks on how nothing is meant to last, that it would be better not to hold too tightly to ideas/ buildings/ societal structures 
that have not been questioned for a long time, and instead we should be willing to let go and pass things on in their time to be remade. 

The Emigree Emigrants are people who have left the country of their birth to settle elsewhere in the world. Neither the city nor the country left behind is ever named in the poem and this lack of specific detail seems intentional- Rumens wants her poem to be relevant to as 
many people who have left their homelands as possible. Rumens suggests the city and country may now be war-torn, or under the control of a dictatorial government that has banned the language the speaker once knew. 

Checking Out Me 
History 

Agard suggests that that because black history and experience is often ignored and forgotten in British history, what is taught in schools is very limited. Agard highlights the importance of recognising the social and historical achievements of black people in order to 
develop a personal identity that reflects his cultural and racial roots. Agard explores colonialist attitudes towards the way in which history is taught. 

Kamikaze The poem is set around the events of a kamikaze pilot flying to war and then turning back before it was too late. Kamikaze pilots were expected to use up all their weapons and then suicide by flying into their targets as a final act of destruction. It was considered a 
great honour in Japan to die for your country. 



Word class Definition Example

Verb A verb is a word or set of words that shows action (runs, is going, has 
been painting); feeling (loves, envies); or state of being (am, are, is, have 
been, was, seem)..

‘We are prepared: we build 
our houses squat, Sink walls 
in rock and roof them with 
good slate.’ 

Adverb An adverb labels how, when or where something happens (and they 
often end in ‘–ly’). 

‘Suddenly, he awoke and was 
running.’

Noun

Pronoun

Nouns are names, places and things; they also signify imagined things 
like ‘a ghost’; and ideas or concepts, such as ‘love’, ‘guilt’ or ‘fate’.

Words used instead of a noun i.e. ‘he’, ‘she’, ‘they’, ‘it’. 

‘How the youthful harlots 
curse’

‘She looked on and her looks 
went everywhere.’ 

Adjective An adjective is a describing word or phrase that adds qualities to a noun. 
It normally comes before a noun, or after verbs like ‘am’, ‘is’, ‘was’, 
‘appears’ or ‘seems’.

‘The bough of cherries some 
officious fool broke.’

Preposition Prepositions are short words and phrases that give information about 
place, time and manner

‘Eyeballs prick with tears 
between the bath and pre-
lunch beers.’ 

Language Techniques Definition Example 
Symbolism When an object represents an idea that is much 

deeper and more significant.
‘Later a single dove flew from the pear tree’

Personification Describing an inanimate object as having human 
feelings.

‘My city takes me dancing through the city of 
walls’

Metaphor A descriptive technique that names a person, thing 
or action as something else.

‘The mind-forged manacles I hear’

Simile A descriptive technique that compares one thing 
with another, usually using 'as' or 'like‘.

‘my boat Went heaving through the water 
like a swan’

Superlative An adjective/ adverb that indicates the most of 
something. 

’But most thro' midnight streets I hear’

Intensifier A word, especially an adverb or adjective, that has 
little meaning itself but is used to add emphasis to 
another adjective, verb, or adverb.

‘In every cry of every Man’

Minimiser A word that is used to make another adjective, verb 
or adverb sound lesser.

‘he’s there on the ground, sort of inside out’

Imperative A sentence that is a command. ‘Honour the charge they made!’ 
Exclamatory A sentence that expresses a heightened emotion. 

They end with an exclamation mark
‘She thanked men—good!’

Listing When the writer includes several words/ phrases/ 
ideas, one after the other.

’All my words flattened, rolled, turned into 
felt’

Repetition When a word/ phrase is noticeably repeated 
throughout a sentence/ paragraph/ whole text.

‘His bloody life in my bloody hands’

Imagery A technique in which the author appeals to the 
senses i.e. seeing, hearing, touching.

‘Stumbling across a field of clods towards a 
green hedge That dazzled with rifle fire’

Oxymoron A phrase in which contradictory/ opposing terms 

appear in conjunction with one another. 

‘the black’ning church appals’ 

Semantic field
A group of words which are related in theme. ‘pummels…exploding…flung…spits 

…dives…bombarded’ 

Structural Features Definition 

Opening The first mood/ image of the poem. 

Cyclical When end of the poem repeats an idea/character/setting from the opening. 

Stanza A ‘paragraph’/verse in a poem.

Enjambment A sentence or phrase that runs onto the next line.

Anaphora  When the first word of a stanza is the same across different stanzas.

Volta A turning point in a poem.

Juxtaposition Two ideas/ images placed together for contrasting effect. 

Foreshadowing A warning/ hint about what is going to happen next. 

Iambic pentameter A rhythm in a poem containing 10 syllables per line. 

Speaker The narrator, or person in the poem.

Change of mood/ tone When the writer alters the overall feeling of the poem. 

Refrain A phrase, line or group of lines which is repeated throughout a poem.

Ending The final mood/image of the poem. 

Themes Ideas

Identity Identity is something that is heavily shaped by painful experiences.  Identity can be determined by others. Identity is 
influenced by your place of birth and cultural underpinnings. 

Memory Memory is something that is deeply unreliable. Memories can cause tremendous suffering. The memory of an event can 
become more painful that  the event itself.  Memories encourage regret. 

Nature Nature is  all powerful and should be respected. The power of nature transcends the power of humans. Nature is 
destructive and  vengeful. 

Impact of war War  favours the collective over the individual. War encourages erratic behaviour. As wars develop, patriotism  is replaced 
with fear and a need to survive. 

Power Power can be used by individuals to manipulate and  control others. Power can be used to limit the opportunities of groups 
within society. The power of humans is always fleeting. Poetry



Paper 1 Sentence Types

Begin with a verb: 
Regarding the inside of the cave, they knew they had gone too far.

Begin with an adverb: 
Hastily, she gripped the handle. 

Begin with an emotion: 
Desperate, they contemplated leaving her behind. 

Use a hyphen to add extra information at the end:
They saw several icicles  - the majority looming down at them from the ceiling.

Use hyphens to add extra information in the middle of a sentence:
She took a tentative step further in - then two or three steps - always expecting to feel 
woodwork against the tips of her fingers.

Use a semi colon to add more detail to a description: 
His sleep had been fitful; his eyes burned and his body ached. 

Use a semi colon to show the difference between the  ‘inside’ and ‘outside’: 
To the crowd, she appeared content; inside, she was reeling. 

Use a colon to introduce a list:
The beach was a hive of activity: parents wrestling with umbrellas, children squealing 
delightedly and crabs dodging the clatter of human feet.

Use a colon to expand on the first part of the sentence: 
His mood was notoriously difficult to predict: he  regularly jolted between pleasant and 
peevish, without any warning. 

Begin with a time connective: 
Now, there was nothing to do but wait in terrified silence. 

List a series of actions: 
She immediately stepped into the wardrobe and immersed herself among the coats, 
rubbing her face against them, breathing in the musty scent and believing herself to be 
utterly safe. 

Language 
Techniques 

Definition Example 

Metaphor A descriptive technique that 
names a person, thing or action as 
something else.

The mesmerising circus was a magnet for the 
children. 

Simile A descriptive technique that 
compares one thing with another, 
usually using 'as' or 'like‘.

The horse’s majestic mane was like fire.

Personification Describing an inanimate object as 
having human feelings. 

The carpet lamented the demise of his beloved 
hoover. 

Zoomorphism A technique in which animal 
attributes are imposed upon non-
animal objects, humans, and 
events.

The maid had a brusque manner; she snarled at 
anyone who dared to approach her. 

Imagery A technique in which the author 
appeals to the senses i.e. seeing, 
hearing, touching.

The earthy, unmistakable aroma of coffee 
weaved through the air. 

Listing When the writer includes several 
words/ phrases/ ideas, one after 
the other. 

The familiar tapping, scratching, tearing and 
shouting echoed down the street. 

Oxymoron A phrase combining two or more 
contradictory terms.

There was a deafening silence.

Pathetic fallacy A type of personification where 
emotions are given to a setting, an 
object or the weather.

The clouds crowded together suspiciously 
overhead as the sky darkened forebodingly. 

Semantic field Words from a the semantic field 
are part of a common category. 

The writer includes a series of words from the 
semantic field of nature, 
‘Seedling…hedge…..plant’. 

Sentences connecting paragraphs
The sound of….cut into his thoughts…….
She regarded her surroundings…..
As the figure came closer, her appearance sharpened….
They ambled towards….
The words radiated around him and….
The familiar words  echoed….. 
The surprising view of…..nudged into her vision…..
Her mind was transported back to….

Language Paper 1Creative Writing

Structural Techniques Definition 

Cyclical structure When the conditions at the end are in the some way the 
same as they are at the beginning

One sentence paragraph Using a one sentence paragraph to create emphasis, 
meaning or a turning point/change in tone. 

Flashback a scene in a novel, etc. set in a time earlier than the main 
story

Cliff-hanger a story or event with a strong element of suspense/ 
unanswered questions

Climax the most intense, exciting, or important point; the 
culmination of the story.



Social/ Historical Context 

Shakespeare wrote Macbeth during the Jacobean era (this refers to the period of time that King James I was on the throne). 

King James I King James I (who ruled England and Scotland from 1603-1625) was Shakespeare’s patron (he provided him with financial support in exchange for him writing plays) so the attitudes in the play are thought to have been heavily influenced by the King. 

King James I published "Demonology" in 1605, this book was about the dangers of the supernatural and witchcraft. The King was a supporter of the witch trials and even took part in the North Berwick witch trials in Scotland.

Supernatural/ witchcraft In England and Scotland, up until the 1700s, there was a very strong belief witches and witchcraft. It was believed that ‘witches’ could be found within every community and that they could inflict diseases on people, spoil crops, bring about bad 

weather, and perform unspeakable and detestable acts of devil's work. 

The North Berwick witch trials took place in 1590 in Scotland, when a number of people from East Lothian were accused of witchcraft. They ran for two years and implicated seventy people. This was the first major witchcraft persecution in Scotland. 

Divine Right of Kings The Divine Right of Kings originated in the Middle Ages. Any attempt to remove the king was thought to be the worst of crimes: it was believed that to kill a king was to go against God and was therefore sacrilegious, and against the natural order. 

The Great Chain of Being The hierarchical structure of life and society as decided and organised by God: God was at the top, followed by the monarch, with animal etc at the bottom. 

The Gunpowder Plot In 1605, a group of Catholic conspirators plotted to assassinate King James I planting explosives in the House of Lords during the opening of parliament.

They hid kegs full of gunpowder in the cellars beneath the chamber where the king and the rest of the political elite would assemble. Enough powder was stored to completely destroy the building and kill everyone present.

One of the conspirators, Guy Fawkes, was tasked with igniting this huge bomb. The plot was uncovered just 12 hours before parliament was due to open. However, the plot meant that King James I was keen to ward off any further attempts to take his 

throne.

Attitudes toward 

women 

In the Jacobean era, women belonged to their fathers (or their brothers if their father died), and then to their husbands. Women could not own property of their own. Women had very few rights and were viewed as subservient to men: they were only 

provided with a very basic education and often this was centred on mastering tasks within the home. Women were not given the opportunity to work and they were not allowed on the stage. All the female parts in plays at the time were played by 

boys whose voices hadn’t broken yet – the apprentices, therefore the portrayal of women is widely regarded as being very limited. 

Key Terms Definition 

Tragic hero A seemingly noble character whose actions lead to their downfall. 

Eponymous When the title of the play is named after the main character. 

Soliloquy A speech given by a character whilst alone to express their thoughts to the audience 

(not the other characters). 

Hubris Excessive pride which leads to a downfall. 

Tragedy A genre of play that focuses on the downfall of the main character. 

Epithet An adjective or phrase describing a person’s characteristics (often placed in front of the 

name of the person e.g. noble Macbeth)

Hamartia A fatal flaw that leads to tragic hero’s downfall.

Motif A recurring idea/ image throughout a text. 

Dramatic Irony When the audience know more than the characters on stage. 

Language/ 

Structural 

Techniques 

Definition Example 

Pathetic fallacy A type of personification where emotions are given to a 

setting, an object or the weather.

“The night has been unruly. Where we lay,

Our chimneys were blown down and, as they say,

Lamentings heard i’ th’ air” Lennox describing the night of Duncan’s 

death, A3 S2. 

Symbolism When an object represents an idea that is much deeper 

and more significant.

‘Is this a dagger which I see before me/ handle towards my hand? A 

dagger of the mind, a false creation,

Proceeding from the heat-oppressèd brain?’ Macbeth, A2 S1.

Semantic Field A set of words close to one another in a text which are 

linked in theme. 

Semantic field of darkness: ‘thick night…pall thee…smoke of hell…keen 

knife…blanket of the dark.’ Lady Macbeth Act 1 S.5

Foreshadowing When the writer hints what is going to happen later on 

in the text. 

‘The instruments of darkness tell us truths,

Win us with honest trifles, to betray ’s

In deepest consequence’ Banquo to Macbeth,A1 S3.

Superlative An adjective/ adverb that indicates the most of 

something. 

‘He bade me, from him, call thee thane of Cawdor:

In which addition, hail, most worthy thane!’ Ross to Macbeth and 

Banquo, A1 S3. 

Intensifier A word, especially an adverb or adjective, that is used to 

add emphasis to another adjective, verb, or adverb i..e 

so, very, really. 

‘Ay, and since too, murders have been perform'd

Too terrible for the ear’ Macbeth to LM, A3 S4. 

Imperative A sentence that is a command. ‘Come, you spirits… unsex me here’ LM A1 S5.

Exclamatory A sentence that expresses a heightened emotion. They 

end with an exclamation mark

“Prithee, see there! behold! look! lo! How say you?

Why, what care I? If thou canst nod, speak too” Macbeth to LM, A3 S4.

Foil A character that exaggerates the opposing qualities of 

another character. 

Banquo’s truthful and discerning character is used as a foil to Macbeth’s 

deceitful and naïve character. 

Themes 

Ambition: Macbeth’s ruthless seeking of power is presented as 

his ultimate flaw (hamartia). Shakespeare presents ambition as 

the gateway to deceit and evil. Shakespeare suggests that 

ambition can manifest itself in different ways: it can make a 

person ruthless and violent but it can also result in them 

becoming practical and detached. 

Violence: Shakespeare’s portrayal of 

violence is often contradictory; it sustains 

and ends Duncan’s throne; seizes, holds 

and ends Macbeth’s. 

Deception (reality vs appearance): Shakespeare presents 

deception (lying) as one of the products of ambition and uses it 

as a signal for further moral decline. Shakespeare also suggests 

that everyone is capable of deception but that those in power are 

particularly vulnerable. 

Loyalty: Shakespeare suggests that loyalty 

Is often diluted and ultimately lost as a 

result of ambition.  Shakespeare 

highlights the importance of being loyal to 

the king and country, as well as being 

loyal to peers. 

Guilt: Shakespeare suggests that ambition ultimately leads to 

guilt and that this eventually results in inner-torment and 

madness.  

Masculinity/ gender: Shakespeare 

suggests that the social construct of 

‘masculinity’ can encourage violent and 

reckless behaviour and that ideas 

surrounding gender can be used as tools 

for manipulation. 

Nature and the supernatural: Shakespeare uses the supernatural 

to help the audience to understand the characters’ secret 

ambitions. Shakespeare also uses the supernatural encourage the 

characters to make irresponsible decisions. 

Fate:  Shakespeare suggests that Macbeth 

becomes so consumed with his own ‘fate’ 

that he fails to predict the consequences 

of his ruthless actions. Shakespeare 

suggests that the supernatural use ‘fate’ 

to manipulate Macbeth. 
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Key concepts/ big ideas 

Shakespeare wrote Macbeth to show the perils of being recklessly ambitious and to 

highlight the importance of respecting those in ‘rightful’ authority i.e. the monarchy. 

Shakespeare presents the supernatural as a malicious force that deliberately leads the 

mortal world astray.

Many view Macbeth as a misogynistic play because it portrays women as manipulative and 

ultimately unable to cope with the power they desire. 

Shakespeare presents the idea of women pursuing power as dangerous and ultimately casts 

them as inferior to men.



Context: what was happening when the text was written

Charles Dickens – Charles Dicken was born in 1812 and spent the first years of his life in Kent, England.  At 9, he moved to London. At 12, 

his father was sent to debtors’ prison for racking up huge debts, and Dickens was given a painful job labelling bottles near the prison. He 

found this period in his life hellish, and it doubtlessly led him to draw readers’ attention to the plight of the poor when he later found 

success as an author. Many of his works are about social hardships and inequalities.

Class Divides – Despite industrial changes altering the social landscape, there were still relatively distinct social classes in 

operation: the nobility upper class, the middle class, and the working class. Life was terrible for the poorest: Lack of money 

resulted in a negligible food supply. For some working families, money was so tight that they required their children to work in 

order to survive.

The Victorian Era– The Victorian era describes the period in which Queen Victoria sat on the English throne – between 1837 and 1901 (most 

of Dickens’ life). Whilst this was a time of industrial revolution, it was also an extremely harsh time to live, and there was a huge disparity 

between the lives of the richest and the poorest . The Victorian era was a period of great change. In this time, the population of England 

doubled – from 16.8 million 1851 to over 30 million in 1901 but the country to struggled to accommodate thus increase and the poor 

suffered the most. 

Health and Medicine –The NHS was not established until much later so healthcare was not accessible for everyone, and 

medicine was nowhere near as advanced today. Many diseases were rife, and childbirth and poverty were very real dangers to 

people living in the era. As a result, a middle class person may expect to live to 45 at the time, whereas a working class person 

would have been fortunate to have lived half that time. In A Christmas Carol, the restrictions in healthcare are evident in Tiny 

Tim’s continued suffering.
Workhouses– A workhouse was a place where a person went if they could not afford to financially support themselves and their families: 

the most vulnerable in society. Men, women and children (mostly orphans) lived and worked in the workhouses, which were very crowded 

– making living conditions unhealthy and unpleasant. People slept in dormitories, where disease was easily spread. In A Christmas Carol, 

Scrooge voices his support for workhouses.

The Poor Law- In 1834 the Poor Law Amendment Act was passed by Parliament. This was designed to reduce the cost of looking 

after the poor as it stopped money going to poor people except in exceptional circumstances. Now if people wanted help they 

had to go into a workhouse to get it.The 19th Century consequently saw a growth in the numbers of charities such as The 

Salvation Army, Dr Barnardo's children's homes to help those living in poverty. 

Language/ Structural 
Techniques 

Definition Example 

Pathetic fallacy A type of personification where emotions are given to a 
setting, an object or the weather.

‘The fog came pouring in at every chink and 
keyhole, and was so dense without, that although 
the court was of the narrowest, the houses 
opposite were mere phantoms.’

Symbolism When an object represents an idea that is much deeper 
and more significant.

Marley’s chains are an example of symbolism: 
they represent the greed and selfishness of 
mankind. 

Personification Describing an inanimate object as having human feelings. ‘The gruff old bell was always peeping slily down 
at Scrooge out of a Gothic window in the wall.’

Metaphor A descriptive technique that names a person, thing or 
action as something else.

‘A frosty rime was on his head, and on his 
eyebrows, and his wiry chin.  He carried his own 
low temperature always about with him.’

Simile A descriptive technique that compares one thing with 
another, usually using 'as' or 'like‘.

‘As solitary as an oyster.’ 

Foreshadowing When the writer hints what is going to happen later on in 
the text. 

“Without their visits, you cannot hope to shun the 
path I tread.”

Superlative An adjective/ adverb that indicates the most of 
something. 

‘We're to be together all the Christmas long, and 

have the merriest time in all the world."

Intensifier A word, especially an adverb or adjective, that has little 
meaning itself but is used to add emphasis to another 
adjective, verb, or adverb.

‘Uncle Scrooge had imperceptibly become so gay 
and light of heart.’

Minimiser A word that is used to make another adjective, verb or 
adverb sound lesser.

‘Poor Tiny Tim…My little child.’ 

Imperative A sentence that is a command. "Leave me! Take me back. Haunt me no longer!"
Exclamatory A sentence that expresses a heightened emotion. They 

end with an exclamation mark
"They are Man’s!....And they cling to me, 
appealing from their fathers. This boy is 
Ignorance. This girl is Want. Beware them both.’

Listing When the writer includes several words/ phrases/ ideas, 
one after the other.

‘(the chain) was long, and wound about him like a 

tail; and it was made (for Scrooge observed it 

closely) of cash-boxes, keys, padlocks, ledgers, 

deeds, and heavy purses wrought in steel.’

Repetition When a word/ phrase is noticeably repeated throughout a 
sentence/ paragraph/ whole text.

‘My little, little child.' cried Bob. `My little child.’ 

Imagery A technique in which the author appeals to the senses i.e. 
seeing, hearing, touching.

"Every idiot who goes about with 'Merry 
Christmas' on his lips, should be boiled with his 
own pudding, and buried with a stake of holly 
through his heart.  He should!"

Foil A character that exaggerates the opposing qualities of 

another character. 

Fred’s kind and compassionate character is used 

as a foil to Scrooge’s egocentric character. 

Themes: an idea that is 
explored throughout the text

Ideas 

Family Dickens suggests that family is the ultimate key to happiness and fulfilment. 
Dickens links Scrooge’s decision to be alone to darkness and the cold whilst he 
links family and companionship to light and warmth. Dickens implies that a 
successful life is one that is filled with significant relationships with others. 

Redemption/change/ 
transformation

Dickens implies that we all have the ability to change and that we should 
continually reflect on how our behaviour impacts upon others. Dickens suggests 
that many unfavourable qualities are born out of ignorance and that, by seeking 
to find out more about the lives of other, we can transform and become better 
people. 

Supernatural Dickens uses the supernatural to encourage self-reflection. Dickens also uses the 
supernatural to emphasise the idea that, through exploring our past behaviours 
and considering the impact on our future, we can become more compassionate 
and kinder people. 

Greed/ wealth Dickens implies that concentrating solely on accumulating more money only 
results in emptiness and dissatisfaction. Dickens suggests that true ‘wealth’ is to 
have significant relationships with others. 

Social inequality/ poverty Dickens suggests that the Victorian society ignored the poverty experienced by 
many. Dickens also highlights the divide between the rich and the poor and 
exposes the often inescapable cycle of poverty. Dickens portrays the poor as 
victims of a cruel society. 

Forgiveness Dickens suggests that change, both on an individual and societal level, is only 
possible through forgiveness. Dickens implies that that to be truly compassionate 
is to forgive. 

Christmas/ tradition  Dickens portrays Christmas as being an important time because it is a rare 
opportunity for kindness and compassion. Dickens also implies that it’s a 
particularly important tradition because it is something that highlights the 
extravagance of the rich and the desperation of the poor. 

Time Dickens explores the idea that our past has direct implications on our behaviour 
in the future and that we need to recognise this pattern in order to be better 
people. Dickens also explores the notion that time is finite and that we should 
therefore live in the best way we can, all of the time to maximise the time we 
have. 

Key Terms Definition 
Morality tale A story which teaches the reader a lesson about right and wrong. 
Gothic A style of writing that is characterised by elements of fear, horror, death, and gloom, as well as Romantic elements, such as nature, individuality, and deep self-reflection.
Allegory A story in which the characters and events represent other things and express a deeper, often moral message.
Social inequality When resources and opportunities are distributed unfairly in society, resulting in a significant difference in the quality of life experienced by the rich and the poor. 
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